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Lawyer says Ocalan left Europe 

BONN (R) — Abdullah Ocalan, chief of the outlawed 
Kurdish Labour Party (PIOC) and Turkey's most want- 
ed man, is in hiding outside Europe, a German news- 
paper on Friday quoted his lawyer as saying. Britta 
Boehler, one of a team of lawyers representing the 
Kurdish guerrilla leader, told the Sueddeutsche 
Reining daily the Netherlands recently refuse Ocalan 
entry but denied reports his plane had tried to land 
there. A Turkish official said earlier this week 
Ocalan’s plane was holed up at a remote Russian mil- 
itary airport before he made his way to Rotterdam air- 
port, where he was turned back- Another Turkish offi- 
cial said Ocalan had then flown to Greece and “in all 
likelihood returned from whence be came, 1 ' implying 
he went back to Russia. Boehler denied this. 
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UAE to deposit funds 
in Central Bank 

ABU DHABI (WAM) — The Central Bank of the 
United Arab Emirates has started taking necessary 
steps to transfer a deposit to the Central Bank of Jor- 
dan as directed by UAE President Sheikh Zayed Ben 
| Sultan A1 Nahayan. This was disclosed by the gover- 
nor of the Central Bank, Sultan Ben Nasser Ai Suwei- 
di, who said that the bank is conducting studies on 
details regarding the transfer. Suweidi said that the 
move is to bolster the strong relations between the two 
sister Arab countries. 
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Jordanians pray for King Hussein 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanians 
prayed last night for His 
Majesty King Hussein, who 
returned home Friday in crit- 


ical condition after cancer 
treatment in the United 
States. The King is sustained 
by a life support system, a 
senior official said Friday. 

‘The King wanted to [be] 
among his people,” the offi- 


cial told the Jordan Times. 
Tie is in a coma and is being 
sustained by life support 
machines.” The official said 
the Cabinet is on stand-by 
for any developments. 

The King was received at 


Queen Alia Inte rnati onal 
Airport by HRH Crown 
Prince Abdullah, HRH 
Prince Mohammad and 
HRH Prince Hassan and 
other family members. 
Prime Minister Fayez 



A woman prays outside Al Hussein Medical Centre for His Majesty King Hussein (Reuters photo) 


Tarawneh, Parliament lead- 
ers, and other senior officials 
were also present at the air- 
port. 

Shocked Jordanians, who 
have known no other leader 
for the last 47 years, have 
been glued to their television 
screens and radios waiting to 
hear news of the King’s 
health. Mosque preachers 
and worshippers prayed for 
his recovery. 

While foreign news agen- 
cies and television stations 
claimed the King was “clini- 
cally dead.” Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh told Jordan 
Television the King's condi- 
tion was “critical," and cau- 
tioned foreign news agencies 
and televisions against 
"speculation.” 

"They [news agencies and 
satellite stations] have 
despatched many reports full 
of speculation. I hope die 
media will quote only the 
official announcements from 
the Royal Court or the gov- 
ernment,'' the premier said 
during the evening news 
broadcast. "...King Hussein 
is receiving intensive care 
and he is under constant 
observation. We must realise 
that many of the reports are 
sensational and aim to 
achieve scoops.” 

In contrast to Jordan Tele- 
vision’s coverage only two 
weeks ago when the King 
returned to a tumultuous 
welcome, there were no live 
broadcasts and reports, and 
television cameras were kept 


far away from the airport and 
Al Hussein Medical Centra, 
where he was receiving 
treatment 

The longest serving ruler 
in the Middle East, accom- 
panied on the flight back by 
Her Majesty Queen Noor 
and five of his children and 
doctors, was rushed to the 
intensive care unit at the hos- 
pital, after losing his seven- 
month battle against cancer. 

Police were deployed 
along the 40-kilometre road 
to the medical centre, west 
of the capital 

Hundreds of people have 
kept vigD in the cold and rain 
outside the hospital gates. 
Royal family members were 
at fae King’s bedside. 

The King decided to fly 
back home Thursday from 
the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minnesota after 
suffering internal organ fail- 
ure, Jordan Television's 
Channel 2 reported. He had 
undergone another course of 
chemotherapy and a bone- 
marrow transplant in an 
effort to arrest a relapse of 
the cancer. 

King Hussein returned to 
the U.S. hospital on Jan. 26. 
one week after arriving in 
Amman to an exuberant 
homecoming, after doctors 
declared him fully recovered 
from non-Hodgkins lym- 
phoma. 

During the effusive week, 
the King surprised Jordani- 
ans by replacing Prince Has- 
san as crown prince after 



serving 34 years with his 
eldest son, Pnnce Abdullah. 

Immediately after 

announcing the change in 
succession, his left hand 
gripping a cane, he rushed 
back to the Mayo Clinic 
after suffering from fever 
and low blood count Omi- 
nous signs of a relapse. 

For the last 10 days, 37- 
year-old Prince Abdullah, a 
major general, has bran act- 
ing as Regent and handling 
the affairs of state. 

An official told the Jordan 
Times that the Cabinet may 
name Crown Prince Abdul- 
lah as Regent if the King was 


not out of his coma Saturday. 

Prince Abdullah will be 
named Regent to "till the 
void" until the King's health 
condition is determined, the 
official said. 

The return of the King and 
his deteriorating health is 
not only being watched 
closely here at home, but 
also by concerned neigh- 
bours who are worried about 
what the region, without the 
King’s moderating influence 
and commitment to peace, 
will look like. 

(News agencies con- 
tributed to this report). 


Palestinians, Israel argue at 
U.N. on conference proposal 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The Palestinians on Fri- 
day appealed to the U.N. 
General Assembly to fix an 
early date for a special U.N. 
conference to protect Pales- 
tinians in Israeli-occupied 
territories. 

^ Israel's ambassador to the 
• United Nations, Dore Gold, 
firmly rejected the initiative 
as "totally unacceptable to 
the state of Israel." 

The exchange took place 
at a reconvened emergency 
special session of the 185- 
nation U.N. General 
Assembly, which was due 
to vote on a non-binding 
resolution later in the day 
alter some 20 speakers 
address the forum. 

The draft resolution issues 
a new condemnation of 
Israel's “illegal" settlement 
building in Arab lands, and 
proposes a conference in 
^ April of the parties to the 
^ 1949 Fourth Geneva Con- 

vention relative to civilian 
protection in wartime. 


The Palestinian observer 
to the United Nations, Nass- 
er Al Kidwa, pointed out 
that the General Assembly 
had voted three times in the 
past 19 months to hold the 
conference, and it was now 
time to fix a date. 

The draft resolution “rec- 
ommends that the High 
Contracting Parties convene 
the said conference on 8 
April, 1999 at the United 
Nations office ai Geneva.” 

After a series of meetings 
in Geneva, said Ai Kidwa, 
“now, we believe we have 
reached the end of the line." 

But Gold strongly 
opposed the conference 
which he said would set a 
dangerous precedent- “In 
repeated cases of wars of 
aggression, ethnic cleans- 
ing, and even genocide, the 
high contracting parties did 
not meet a single time," he 
said. 

The resolution “ignores 
the many cases of real 
aggression since 1949, and 


seeks to apply the Fourth 
Geneva Convention selec- 
tively in only one case, the 
case of Israel.” 

Furthermore, he said, “it 
ignores the fact that today 
most Palestinians are under 
an expanding Palestinian 
administration, and not 
under Israeli military 
administration." 

Gold said it was “not just 
offensive, it is vulgar” to 
apply to Israel the conven- 
tion which was set up after 
the horrors of World War II. 

Washington is also 

opposed to fixing any date 
for the international confer- 
ence, pointing to the timing 
of such an event just ahead 
of Israeli elections in May, 
Western diplomats said. 

In a bid to dilute support 
for the Palestinian move, 
which is supported by the 
U.N. Arab group and non- 
aligned states, the Israeli 
delegation has faxed Israel's 
position to U.N. missions. 


Hamas activists, PNA police clash 


NABLUS (AFP) — Hundreds 
of Lslnmisi activists clashed 
with Palestinian police Friday 
during a protest march through 
Nablus to demand the release 
of fellow activists held in 
Palestinian jails. 

Dozens of police armed with 
batons tried to stop around 
2.000 marcher* — Hamas sup- 
porters and relatives of the pris- 
# oners — from parading from a 
local mosque to the centre of 
the cits*, witnesses said. 

The ’protesters threw stones 
and bottles at the police, who 
ev entually withdrew 1 , letting the 
marches hold a brief rally in 
front of city hall before the 
crowd disposed under a cold 
winter rain. 

.Another 1000 protesters 
fcld a similar march through 
Hebron in support : of prisoners 
in Palestinian jails, but that 
demon^Tration passed off with- 
out police interference. 

Marchers in Hebron held 
• banners reading "Jail crimi- 
nals. not heroes," and "No to 


dictates from Sbabak and the 
CIA," — the Israeli and U.S 
secret services monitoring the 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty's (PNA) efforts to crack 
down on violent Islamists. 

Tensions have been running 
high for several weeks 
between Hamas and the PNA 
as a result of the arrest of scores 
of Islamist activists by Pales- 
tinian police and their deten- 
tion without trial 

The authority' has pledged to 
crackdown on the armed wing 
of Hamas and other groups 
opposed to peace accords with 
Israel as part of the U.S.-bro- 
kered Ws'e River land-for- 
security deal signed in Octo- 
ber. 

Bur the authority’s failure to 
file formal charges or present 
suspects in court has angered 
not cmly Hamas supporters but 
the elected Palestinian Legisla- 
tive Council most of whose 
members are viewed as loyal 
to PNA President Yasser 
Arafat. 


About 50 members of 
Hamas and the smaller Islamic 
Jihad group have been on a 
hunger" strike in Nablus’ Jneid 
prison for two weeks to potest 
their detention. 

The difficult relations 
between Hamas, an Islamist 
movement which in addition to 
having a military wing runs a 
vast charity' network, worsened 
sharply this week after a secu- 
rity officer was shot and killed 
dining a police chase of car 
carrying Hamas activists in the 
Gaza Snip. 

Police subsequently rounded 
up several dozen Hamas 
activists and said they had dis- 
covered an Iranian-financed 
plot for the movement to cany 
out attacks on Jewish sealers in 
tiie Gaza Strip. 

Some 400 activists from 
Arafat's Fateh movement held 
an angry protest Friday in the 
southern Gam town of Rafah 
to demand that the Hamas men 
who killed the security officer 
on Monday be executed. 


Donors to give Palestinians $770 million this year 


FRANKFURT (R) — 

International donors on Fri- 
day said they would give 
S770 million this year to 
support Palestinian develop- 
ment investment in a move 
aimed at shoring up the 
Middle East peace process. 

The funds would come on 
top of the S2.5 billion in aid 
payments made since the 
1993 Oslo peace accord 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians, officials said. 

Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat said he was 
delighted with the result of 
his meeting with donors. “I 
am very pleased about what 


has happened," Arafar said 
ai a joint news conference 
with German Development 
Minister Heidemarie Wiec- 
zorek-Zeul. 

Palestinian officials 
secured the funding after 
presenting a new five-year 
development plan designed 
to build up the economy and 
infrastructure of the West 
Bank and G^za. 

Wieczorek-Zeul said Ger- 
many had pledged 140 mil- 
lion marks (SS 1 million) this 
year for development pro- 
jects, making Bonn The 
largest single foreign aid 
provider to the Palestinians. 


Arafat bad urged 30 donor 
nations and eight 
international organisations, 
including the World Bank 
and International Monetary 
Fund, to help peace efforts 
by speeding up aid for pro- 
jects including water and 
sewage systems. 

He said the Oslo peace 
agreement Deeded economic 
as well as political support. 
“It is not possible to imagine 
the success of our striving 
for peace without the two 
together: politics and eco- 
nomics," Arafat said. 

Arafat said the Palestinian 
economy had suffered 


declining income, invest- 
ment and employment over 
the past five years because 
of Israeli restrictions, 
including border closures. 

The World Bank estimates 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip economy lost $2.8 bil- 
lion due to the closures in 
1994-96, double the $1.4 
billion it received in donor 
funds in that period Israel 
sealed off the areas after 
Palestinian guerrilla attacks. 

Arafat said Palestinians 
wanted free trade. “We are 
unable, however, to achieve 
such freedom due to the on- 
going and pervasive policy 


of restrictions imposed by 
the Israeli government, five 
years on from the start of the 
peace process," he said. 

Israeli representatives 
walked out of the donors’ 
meeting. "The Israelis were 
clearly unhappy about some 
of the things the Palestinians 
said in their presentations,” a 
World Bank spokesman 
said. 

Conference sources said 
the Israelis objected to a 
map showing Arab east 
Jerusalem as Palestinian ter- 
ritory. Israel claims the east- 
ern half of the city as part of 
its capital. 


Butler to relinquish U.N. arms inspection post 


UNITED RATIONS (R) — 
After months of unrelenting 
criticism from Iraq as well as 
Russia, Richard Butler has 
decided to leave his post as 
chief U.N. weapons inspec- 
tor when his two-year con- 
tract expires in June. 

But he was adamant that 
the problem was not his 
tenure as head of the U.N. 
Special Commission 

(UNSCOM) but whether 
Iraq would ever cooperate on 
arms inspections. 

In an interview with 
Reuters on Thursday, Butler 
said he “would not be seek- 
ing a renewal of ray con- 
tract.” He said some people 
believed that if he were 
removed from his post 
"everything would be 
restored, Iraq would cooper- 
ate, there would be health in 
the system.” 

"This is a very serious sifo- 
jecL Keep your eyes on the 
main subject," Butler said. 

“And that is disarmament." 

“I want my organisation to 
make its contribution to 
reformulating where we go 
next, to getting the United 
Nations back into Iraq to do 
the disarmament and moni- 
toring job that is required,” 
he also told a small group of 
reporters. 

An outspoken Australian, 
Butler, 56, took over the 
executive chairmanship of 
UNSCOM in July 1997 
from Rolf Eke us, now Swe- 
den's ambassador in the 


United States. 

He had indicated to Aus- 
tralian newspapers previous- 
ly he might not stay on past 
June but his new comments 
were the clearest statement 
yet of his intentions. 

Russia's Ambassador 
Sergei Lavrov has conducted 
a fierce campaign against 
Butler, calling almost daily 
for his ouster and accusing 
him of being biased and 
unprofessional. 

Lavrov, backed by China 
and France, wants 
UNSCOM abolished and 
most of its duties farmed out 
to other disarmament 
groups. 

His criticisms intensified 
after a report Butler submit- 
ted on Iraq’s lack of cooper- 
ation on arms inspections 
that triggered the mid- 
December U.S.-British air 
strikes. No inspectors have 
been allowed back into Iraq 
since then. 

But the United States has 
continued to back 
UNSCOM although it 
agreed to dilute its influence 
by allowing other disarma- 
ment experts to participate in 
a new Security Council 
panel that will evaluate 
Baghdad’s arms potential. 

Peter Burleigh, the U.S. 
chief envoy at the United 
Nations, called Butler and 
UNSCOM “heroes " A day 
earlier in Washington. U.S. 
State Department 

spokesman James Rubin 


said “the Iraqis have been 
shooting the messenger in 
complaining about Ambas- 
sador Butler for a long time. 
We believe Ambassador 
Butler has done a fine job.” 

Washington, however, is 
fairly isolated in the U.N. 

The United States is con- 
centrating on how to remove 
President Saddam Hussein 
from power and on the 
almost-daily cat-and-mouse 
engagements over air exclu- 
sion zones in Iraq, with U.S. 
planes attacking ground 
defences. 

UNSCOM was created by 
the Security Council after 
the 1991 Gulf War to 
account for Iraq’s biological, 
chemical and ballistic 
weapons, which Baghdad 
bad developed. 

It recruited arms experts 
from various countries, most 
of them paid for by their 
respective governments. 
From the start it was the 
most-intiusive U.N. aims 
control operation with its 
own intelligence operation. 

The Vienna-based 
International Atomic Energy' 
Agency (IAEA) was in 
charge of nuclear amis 
which Iraq was close to 
developing but had not pro- 
duced yet 

But in conducting more 
traditional passive U.N. 
inspections, it had missed 
construction of the nuclear 
programme before the 1991 
Gulf War. 


U.N. report says 17 killed, 100 
injured by stray U.S. missiles 


UNTIED RATIONS (AP) — 
Two missiles which hit dvffian 
areas in southern Iraq last week 
killed 17 people, including 10 
children, and injured 100 others, 
according to a UN. report 
obtained by the Associated 
Press. 

The repeal obtained Thurs- 
day, did not say who fired the 
missiles that landed Jan. 25 in 
the poor Al Jumhuriya neigh- 
bourhood in die pent city of 
Basra and in the village of Atu 
Khasih. about 25 kilometres to 
die south. 

The Pentagon adkrwwtedged 
that a US. missile fired at air 
defence targets near Basra 
missed by kilometres and struck 
the Al Jumhuriya residential 
area But there has been no 
claim of responsibility for the 
missile strike on Abu Khaab, 
which is also called Abu Ril- 
kxis. 

Immediately after the two 
missile strikes, Iraq said at least 
11 people were killed and 59 
people were wwmded. 

But according to the report 
from Hans von Sponeck, the 
UN. humanitarian coordinator 
in Baghdad, the toQ was much 
higher. 17 deaths, 100 injuries 
and 45 bouses damaged or 
destroyed. 

■\fon Sponeck visited both sites 
on Jan. 27 and talked to local 
government officials and relief 


agencies. Has report was sere 
Monday to the Security Coun- 
cil’s acting president; Canada’s 
Deputy UK Ambassador 
Michel Duval by Benon Sevan, 
the executive director of the 
UN.’s Iraq programme. 

Despite some demonstrations 
against the United States in Al 
Jumhpriya during the UN. 
team’s visit, “file human climate 
was one of sadness rather than 
aggressiveness," the report sad. 

The same atmosphere pre- 
vailed in Abu Khakb. where 
Muslim ceremonies were under- 
way during the team’s visit, it 
said. 

Eyewitnesses in Al Jfomkniya 
told Von Sponeck and other 
UN. officials that the missile 
killed one woman and five c±ril- 
dren, acxxjrifing to the report, 
\bn Sponeck was told that 64 
people were injured and 30 were 
still hospitalised during ihe UN. 
visit, the report S&d 
"Ihe UN. team. visiting foe 
area verified that seven houses 
had been completely destroyed 
and a farther 27 houses sus- 
tained damage. The damage 
was caused by both direct 
impaat and file blast effect to the 
nrissDeTitsaid 
In Abu Khasih, a village of 
about 400 bouses, five women 
and five children died and 30 
people were figured, the report 
said 
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2 Home & Middle East News 


Palestinian president calls 
peace process irreversible 


Jordan Times, Saturday, February 6, 1999 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Despite a slump in Mideast 
peacemaking. Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
called the process of recon- 
ciliation with Israel irre- 
versible and the opening of 
a “new chapter” in the trou- 
bled Middle East. 

He also reaffirmed his 
confidence in the Palestini- 
ans achieving statehood 
and told some 3.000 reli- 
gious leaders and members 
of Congress at a luncheon 
that a Palestinian state 
would live side by side in 
peace and reconciliation 
with Israel. 

Earlier Thursday, at the 
47th annual National 
Prayer Breakfast President 
Bill Clinton reviewed with 
Arafat the stalled Wye 
accords, which colled for 
lighter security measures 


by the Palestinians and a 
pullback on the West Bank 
by Israel. 

White House spokesman 
David Leavy said Clinton 
had reminded Arafat that 
unilateral declarations of 
statehood “aren’t helpful." 
But while the administra- 
tion doesn’t want Arafat to 
declare that there will be a 
state whatever the outcome 
of negotiations with Israel, 
it does not object to what 
officials call assertions of 
Palestinian aspirations. 

In fact, on a visit in 
December to Gaza, Clinton 
spoke approvingly of the 
Palestinians having a 
chance to “determine their 
own destiny on their own 
land.” Hasson Abdul Rah- 
man, the chief representa- 
tive of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation in Wash- 


ington, said “it was a very 
friendly meeting and a very 
cordial meeting.” Rahman 
said there was no discus- 
sion of Israeli allegations 
that the Palestinians appre- 
hend and then quietly 
release terrorism suspects 
in a “revolving door” jus- 
tice system. Clinton, in a 
speech at the prayer break- 
fast. made a now-familiar 
pilch to Israel and the 
Palestinians to put aside 
their differences for the 
sake of a settlement. 

“You do not make peace 
with your friends, but 
friendship can come, with 
time and trust and humility, 
when we do not pretend 
that our wilfiilness is an 
expression of God’s wilL” 
he said. 

Arafat was warmly 
received at the luncheon. 


despite calls for a boycott, 
and he reflected on Pales- 
tinian peacemaking with 
Israel under the late Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 
The widow of the slain 
Israeli leader, Leah, was in 
the audience as Arafat 
praised “the courage and 
commitment” that Rabin 
demonstrated. 

He said he, too, was com- 
mitted to pursuing peace, 
and called it irreversible for 
the sake of Palestinian and 
Israeli children. Before 
Arafat left for home, he was 
invited to return in April for 
more talks with Clinton. 
Also, on Feb. 16 a joint 
U.S .-Palesti nian commis- 
sion will meet in Washing- 
ton to strengthen cultural 
and scientific relations with 
the Palestinian National 
Authority. 


Lebanon blames Israel for 
worsening situation in south 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Salim Hoss said Friday 
Israel was responsible for 
the deterioration of the situ- 
ation in the south and main- 
tained that all people have 
the right to resist occupa- 
tion. 

“It is most extraordinary 
that the aggressor should 
make accusations against 
the victims of aggression 
and blame them for acts of 
resistance which is a legiti- 
mate right of all peoples 
whose land is occupied," he 
told journalists. 

Hoss, who is also foreign 


minister, was reacting to a 
letter sent by Israel Thurs- 
day to U.N. Secretary Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan, which said 
Lebanon was responsible 
for the escalation of vio- 
lence in the border strip, 
and reserved Israel's right 
to defend itself. 

“The primary cause of 
this situation is Lebanon's 
unequivocal support for 
Hizbollah.” a Shiite Mus- 
lim group, Israeli U.N. 
Ambassador Dore Gold 
wrote. “Most important, 
Lebanon has let itself 
become a launching pad for 
acts of aggression and out- 


right terrorism against 
Israel." he added. 

Hoss told journalists that 
it was Israel, which occu- 
pies a strip of Lebanese ter- 
ritory along their common 
border, who was responsi- 
ble for the violence. 

“If Israel is unhappy with 
the situation in southern 
Lebanon, all it has to do is 
implement unconditionally 
Security Council Resolu- 
tion 425 and withdraw from 
the region without falsify- 
ing the truth.” he said. 

The resolution, passed in 
1978. calls for Israel to pull 
out of the border zone uni- 


laterally and unconditional- 
ly. Gold repeated his coun- 
try's willingness to comply 
with the resolution, but 
stressed chat peace and 
security must first be estab- 
lished along the border. 

Lebanon has refused to 
give any guarantees to 
Israel and links any negoti- 
ations with a renewal of 
talks between Israel and 
Syria. Syria is demanding 
the return of the whole of 
the Golan Heights, occu- 
pied by Israel in 1967 and 
illegally annexed in 1981. 
in return for a peace treaty. 


Sudan seeks UNICEF aid in slavery probe 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
Sudanese gove rnment has 
asked UNICEF to head a 
probe into the existence of 
slavery after repeatedly deny- 
ing that such a trade existed on 
its tenritoty, the humanitarian 
agency said Friday. 

The initiative was taken at 
the same time as Khartoum 
staunchly denied a report last 
month by Swiss aid agency 
Christian Solidarity 

International (CSH saying it 
had “bought back" a total of 
5.066 slaves in Sudan over the 
last four years for $52,000. 

Ali Ahnud AI Nasty, head 
of a government committee 
set up in 1995 to investigate 
claims that the slave trade was 
being practised in Sudan, said 
Sunday if such activity took 
place, it was in areas held by 
rebels. 


For the first time Sudan, 
through a parliamentary 
human rights commission, 
last week asked UNICEF to 
compile a report on the 
charges of CSL which had 
repealed an appeal for action 
against slavery to the United 
Nations. 

“The government of Sudan 
has opened the door to 
UNICEF in a very encourag- 
ing manner because this NGO 
had an i mpact on opinion.” 
UNICEF spokeswoman 
Marie Heuze said 

The UN. agency is seeking 
involvement of other groups 
in the project, notably local 
and international organisa- 
tions. Heuze said. 

If this apparent opening by 
Khartoum does indeed carry 
through, it would break with 
established policy, UNICEF 


noted. 

“In Sudan, the authorities 
have always denied die exis- 
tence of this problem and do 
not even accept pronounce- 
ment of the word 'slavery'.” 
Heuze said. 

The huge east African coun- 
try ratified in 1990 the con- 
vention on the rights of the 
child, pledging to implement 
all the treaty's articles intend- 
ed to protect youngsters. 

A report on measures taken 
in this tespect was handed 
over in 1997 to the UN. body 
overseeing treaty compliance, 
but the text has never been 
approved nor published, the 
spokeswoman said. 

“Slavery in Sudan exists. 
You can use any terms you 
wish. It also exists elsewhere." 
such as in west Africa and 
Asia, she said 


Although welcoming the 
publicity CSI gives to the 
scourge, UNICEF criticised 
its tactics. 

The organisation could 
never support the “absolutely 
intolerable” measure of buy- 
ing back a human being, 
Heuze said, arguing that this 
strategy supported trade in 
human trafficking. 

‘It serves to feed arms traf- 
ficking in the civil war in 
southern Sudan. Any time the 
traffickers get hold of cash, 
particularly dollars, it is spent 
cm arms.” she said 

A latest group of some 
1,050 people, mainly women 
and children, were released 
earlier this month after CSt 
paid $50 each for their free- 
dom in the southern Bahr Al 
Ghazal province, the aid 
agency said in Geneva. 





BEST WISHES TO THE KING: A Jordanian man waves a portrait of His Majesty King Hussein and a 

while walking in a central Amman street Friday as the King is brought back from the United States _ . 

town. Prayers were held for the recovery of the Hashemite King but a palace source said today that mg 

was close to death on his arrival in Jordan and was being kept alive on a life support system atter all major organs 

except his heart failed (Reuters photo) 


Turkish Cypriots reject 
proposal for peace force 


NICOSIA (AFP) — The 
breakaway Turkish 
Republic of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC) on Fri- 
day rejected a proposal by 
the Greek Cypriot gov- 
ernment for the deploy- 
ment of an international 
peace force on the divid- 
ed Mediterranean island. 

“Proposals which might 
damage, alter or weaken 
Turkey's effective guar- 
antee in Cyprus. will all be 
rejected,” said a state- 
pjem.by the TRNC for- 
eign and defence min- 
istry. 

The statement follows 
remarks earlier in the 
week by Greek Cypriot 
Foreign Minister Yan- 
nakis Cassoulides calling 
for the deployment of an 
international peace force 
which he said would 
allow the island to be 
demilitarised. 

“It is Greek Cyprus that 
is militarising the island. 
It is a concrete example 
of political hypocrisy and 
insincerity for the Greek 
Cypriot administration to 
talk about demilitarisa- 
tion,” the statement 
added. 

It said the TRNC would 
never “fall for traps” chat 
would deprive it of the 
guarantee provided by 
Turkey, and leave it 
defenseless. The TRNC. 


Nine Kurdish rebels killed 
in southeastern Turkey 

DIYARBAKER (AFP) — Nine rebels of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) were killed in clashes with Turk- 
ish security forces in the southeastern Anatolian 
province of Batman, the emergency-rule governor’s 
office in Diyarbakir said Friday. 

The Fighting occurred on Thurday during a security 
operation in rural areas of the province, it added. 
There were no casualties reported on the Turkish 

government side.-- • • * 

Fifteen PKK rebels and eight soldiers were killed 
Wednesday ; in- -clashes in Batman and the Tunceli 
province in eastern Turkey. The PKK has been Fight- 
ing for a Kurdish homeland in southeastern Turkey 
since 1984. The violence has claimed almost 31.000 
lives. 

A state of emergency rule has been in force in the 
region For over a decade to facilitate the Turkish mil- 
itary's combat against the rebels whom Ankara 
regards as “separatist terrorists." 

The PKK is led by Abdullah Ocalan who left Italy 
on Jan. 16 for an unknown destination via Russia and 
whom Turkey wants to try on terrorism and murder 
charges. 


which was created in 
1983, is not recognised by 
the international commu- 
nity, and relies on Turkey 
both militarily and eco- 
nomically. 

A U.N. force of some 
1.200 troops currently 
polices the green line 
between the north and 
south of the island. 
Turkey, a guarantor 


power for the island along 
with Greece and Britain, 
keeps a garrison of some 
35.000 soldiers in the 
north. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since 1974 when Turkey 
invaded and occupied its 
northern third following a 
coup attempt in Nicosia 
aimed at uniting the 
island with Greece. 
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Weizman 
may free 
Egyptian as 
part of 
clemency 


TEL AVIV < .AP) — President 
Ezer Weizman's office said 
Thursday that he is consider- 
ing pardoning or reducing the gfl 
sentences of 30 Arab prisoners 
convicted of anti-Israeli acts as 
pan of an effort to end the 
stalemate in the peace process. 

- One of the prisoners who 
may be freed as part of the 
decision is Egyptian Mah- 
moud Sawarka, convicted of 
killing an Israeli soldier in 
1977 when he planted land 
mines near the Israeli-Egypt- 
ian border. Wednesday. Weiz- 
man's office announced that 
the president liad ordered sen- 
tence reductions for eight Jews 
convicted of murdering or 
planning attacks against 
Arabs. The sentences of four 
Israeli-Arabs convicted of 
crimes against Jews were also 
commuted and an elderly i0 
Israeli- Arab man was released 
for health reasons. 

Weizman’s aide Arieh 
-Shumer said the president 
hoped the release of Jewish 
and .Arab political prisoners 
would .spark both Israel and 
lhe Palestinians to implement 
tlie U.S -brokered land-for- 
peuce accord, which has been 
Mailed for several weeks. 


! JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


1 16:10 ...Cartoon - Animaniacs 

16:30 .The Adventures of the 

Bush Patrol 

17:00 Drama - Neighbours 

18:00 French programme - Faut 
Pas Rever 

19:00 New in French. 

19:15 French programme 

19i30 News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy - Murghv Brown 

20:00 .Today’s Health 

2OU0 Drama - The Pretender 

21:15 Rania's Show 

22:00 — News in English 

22^30 Feature Film — “Ernest Goes 
to School” 

23:59 .End of TJC. 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:04 Fajr 

06:22. — (Sunrise) Duha 

11:50 Dhuhr 

14:51 'Asrl 

17:17 .....Maghreb 

18:36 >Isha 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
SwcSfieh. Tel. 5920740 
| Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel 
4624853/4624811. 

SL Afrern Syrian Orthodox 
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Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman Internationa] Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 581 1295 
Church of Jesos Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salic College TeL 5661757 

Church of the Annun ciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 46 14190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church Tel. 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 477 1 331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied b\ the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Rainy, cold, and cloudy 
weather conditions will pre- 
vail. Winds will be westerly to 


northwesterly active with 
strong gusts. In Aqaba it will 
be cool and rainy, winds 
northerly active, and seas 
rough. 

MuiTMax. temp. 

Amman 05/13 

Aqaba .... - 1018 

Deserts. .04/15 

Jordan Valley ,.,,.....10/20 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 12 Aqaba 20. Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 97 percent 
Aqaba 45 percent. 

Following are the tempreatures 
expected today in the following 

areas: 

Ajloun .. 02/06 

Jerasb 06/13 

Uni Qays. 07/12 

Madaba. - M/ll 

Petra .W/13 

Dead Sea — 11/21 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Du fessmAsnar — , — dISOSM 
Dr. Yousef IVaser...- — 475 1 144 
Du Mohammad AboAlSu'ud 5693372 
Du NkfcrfAs'ad 4751672 


AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy - 5661912 

Al Sal am Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537004 
Rokn AlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

1RBID: 

Dr. Ali Shnqairi (02)7100069 
Foo’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. RandaSfaahin....(09)995710 

Palestine Pharmacy ..(09)983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 4637 1 1 1 

Civil Defense Department . J661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue -.4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PA* 192.4621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank >1775121 

Highway Police -5343402 

Traffic Police . 4896390 

Public Security Dept 4630521 

Hotel Complaints — 56U58G0 

Price ComplninUi .5661 176 

\\te&SeMiq£CaiffciiK —4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 12! 

Overseas Calls .0132 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs.. — 5661 101 
JordanTelevision .4775111 


Radio Jordan .4774111 

Water Authority 5680 100 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Co. 4636381 

RJ Flight Information -44-53200 
Queen Alia IniL Airport -.44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery -5921199 

TheLslamic.Abdli — 5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre.. .5856856 

Luzmila 4650195 

Khalidi Maternity. ^-...464428 1/6 

Akileh Maternity... .4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity. -.46(1562 
MaJhas. J. Amman. — 4636140 
Palestine. ShmeLsarri — 21607071 
Shmcisani Hospital — .5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital . — .5353444 
AFMuasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali >5664 1 64/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

AI-Bashir. -4-775111/26 

Army. Maria —4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .5157 100 

Amal Hospital .5607 1 55 

Al Amal Cancer Centre ..5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa G.wl Hospital 

— (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

1091900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital — (09)98673 1 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 


.109 >990990 


IRBDD: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 

f 02 1272275 

Ibn Al Nalecs Hospital 

— j02> 7101372. 102)71031(11 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831. 102)710201 1 

Speciality Hospital 102) 7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)20(4111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJl inf. miration 
department at the Queen .Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 where it should always 
be verified. Information on other 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(44) 52700 or t44) 523250. Infor- 
mation on Royal Wings lights 
can be supplied on phone 
487520 K5 


ARRIVALS 


Royal 

08:30 

09:30 

09:40 

09:55 

10:15 

11 : 00 , 

11:15 

15:00 

16:20 

17:40 

19:5? 

20:45 

01:50 

00:35 

06:35 


Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Damascus iRJi 

.Tehran r RJ t 

- Beirut t RJ i 

- Karachi. Dubai iRJi 

Doha. Bahrain «RJ ( 

.-Colombo i RJ i 

New DelhiipJ) 

. New York. AmsicrJam (RJ i 

— — .Cain. (Rj, 

London. Brussels (Rj) 

— — R.MTie (RJ. 

...Franktun . RJ i 

Lumas j(Rj» 

Pjns (RJ) 

Ban i;ki4.. Doha iRj, 


Other Flights 

i??! Vienna (OSj 

J*™ Ah " Dh'bL Doha ran 

jji 

I*.* B r: ,ME ' 

iq.,= Paris (AF) 

Fronklun I LH) 

V"-. Onn. (Ms, 

. London. Damascus (BAl 



Royal Wings iRW) 

Aqaba 'arriving at QAlA, 

Aqaba Ionising ,u Marie-. 

AtrponnRWi JrKj 

' 650U I arming a, Marki 

AnpumiRW) ljrkj 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:30 Beirut (RJ) 

11:00 Frankfort (RJ) 

11:30 Rome (RJl 

1 1 :30 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

1 - :0 ° Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

1 2:00 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

1 “ :45 London (RJ) 

30:00 Riyadh, Dhabran (RJ) 

20:15 Bombay (RJ) 

20:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:00 ....Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Laraaca (RJ) 


Other flights 

06:15 Damascus. London (BA) 
06:30 Lamaca (CY) 

,4:1 f Abu Dhabi Bahrain (GB 

!?? -Riyadh tSV) 

■S!!! Vienna (OS) 

£2 

, j * Beirut (ME) 

M-Z Cairo (MS) 

JpT® Amsterdam (KL) 

U “ : 0 Belgrade (JU) 

Royal Wings IRW) 

00:00 Aqaba i from QAIA) 

IRW) 

08:30 Aqaba (from Marita Air- 
PoflllRW) 

19:45 A qaba (from Marka Air- 
port )tRw> 

2fc30 Aqaba tfm m QAIA) (RW) 


s. 
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Plans under way to amend law 
encouraging honour crimes 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — Justice Minis- 
ter Jawdat Sboul has said 
the government is consider- 
ing urgent plans to amend 
legislation that allow a 
reduction in penalty for 
killers who commit crimes 
of honour. 

Sboul said during a lec- 
ture late Wednesday that his 
ministry and the Cabinet 
were doing their utmost to 
finalise a draft law before 
sending it to Parliament for 
approval. 

“I want to assure every- 
one here that this issue 
(honour crimes and related 
legislation) is a major con- 
cern to us,” he said. 

“And Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen 
Noor are pushing for such 
changes so we have to fin- 
ish them within a very short 
period," Sboul added. 

He w'as referring to Arti- 
cle 340 of the Jordanian 


Penal Code No. 16 of 1960, 
which provides reduced or 
waived penalties to persons 
found guilty of killing 
female relatives who com- 
mit adultery or are found in 
an adulterous situations. 

Most men who commit 
such crimes benefit from a 
reduction in penalty. On 
many occasions, they end 
up receiving sentences 
ranging from three months 
to one year, depending on 
the circumstances of the 
case. 

Between 25 to 30 women 
are reportedly killed in the 
Kingdom each year in the 
name of family honour. 

The Royal Palace has 
asked the government of 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawa eh and the govern- 
ment preceding it to pre- 
pare amendments that 
would eliminate contradic- 
tions in the judicial process 
concerning violence ag ains t 
women. 


Sboul, addressing mem- 
bers of the Rotary Club of 
Amman, said the govern- 
ment was also revising the 
entire Penal Code to meet 
changes of the modem 
world. 

“Overhauling the entire 
legislation is not an easy 
task," he explained. “But 
we are exerting utmost 
efforts to tackle" what is 
needed and to make the 
necessary changes to meet 
the requirement of every- 
day changes,” he said. 

Sboul said he was a ware 
of the snail-pace process at 
Jordanian courts. 

"'We realise that the judi- 
cial process is slow and we 
are working to improve it,” 
he said in" response to a 
question raised by a mem- 
ber of the audience. “The 
salaries of judges have 
already been increased and 
all measures have been 
taken to guarantee their 
independence,” he noted. 


The ministry has hired 
eight court inspectors in the 
past six months to check on 
the judiciary and on court 
procedures. 

“We have provided the 
best atmosphere for these 
inspectors, and I have 
promised them that I will 
not neglect any report they 
submit to me on any viola- 
tion or misconduct they 
come across,” he said. 

Sboul said he was trying 
to battle detention orders 
issued by prosecutors after 
working hours on Thursday 
as detainees end up in jail 
for two days until offices 
reopen on Saturday to 
accept a bail request. ’ 

“Many times people who 
are detained on Thursday 
are innocent but are forced 
to spend two days in prison 
and I hope that I can at least 
introduce changes that 
could apply to individuals 
who commit minor 
offences," he said. 


British officers assess Jordan’s 
family protection facilities 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — Two British 
police officials, on a week- 
long visit to examine Jordan's 
family protection facilities, 
have met officials for talks on 
how to improve these facili- 
ties and deepen bilateral co- 
operation. 

Tony Butler, Chief Consta- 
ble at the Gloucestershire 
Constabulary, told journalists 
at the Family Protection Unit 
— affiliated with the Public 
Security Department — that 
the visit was designed to 
enhance future cooperation in 
the area of family protection. 

The team is in Jordan at the 
invitation of His Royal High- 
ness Prince Hassan to exam- 
ine the Jordanian experience 
in the field of family protec- 
tion. 

Butler praised Jordan’s 
family protection efforts and 
said he sensed a great feeling 
of commitment to improve 
the situation from all officials 
he met, including the chief of 
the PSD, representatives 
from the ministries of interi- 
or, justice and social develop- 
ment, judges and criminal 
prosecutors. 

‘1 sensed a strong willing- 
ness and positive commit- 


ment by officials to improve 
the procedures in dealing 
with vic tims of domestic vio- 
lence and to alleviate their 
trauma and make them more 
relaxed.” he said. 

He said Jordanian leading 
judges he met “did not seem 
to oppose the idea of intro- 
ducing new methods to hear 
. victims of abuse at courts.” 

In many developed coun- 
tries, victims are usually 
allowed to testify in a sepa- 
rate room on a video camera 
connected to the court room 
to help them avoid their 
alleged aggressors. 

Detective Inspector Paul 
Purnell, child Protection 
coordinator at the Glouces- 
tershire Constabulary, said 
that the Jordanian experience 
in the field “will become a 
model for countries in the 
region.” 

“We are looking at making 
the Jordanian model a model 
for other countries in the 
region," said Purnell. “We are 
also aiming to teach trainees 
to enable them to train their 
colleagues on how to deal 
with the issue of domestic 
violence,” said PumelL 

Referring to Britain’s fami- 
ly protection experiment, 
Pumell noted that more acci- 


dents were reported by indi- 
viduals because of an 
increase in confidence 
towards police and Child pro- 
tection Unit- 

Lieutenant Colonel Fadel 
Hmoud, head of the Family 
Protection Unit, told the Jor- 
dan Times that the PSD had 
many ideas to improve the 
family protection facilities 
and to increase the size of the 
current building, located in 
ShmeisahL 

The unit, which opened in 
September 1997, deals 
monthly with cases of sexual 
offences on or against 
women and children under 
18 as well as child abuse. 

“We are studying the possi- 
bility of expanding the cur- 
rent building in order to start 
receiving victims of domestic 
violence,” Hmoud added 

“We are still new in this 
field and we do not have a 
shelter for women. This is 
why we have not dealt with 
cases of domestic violence 
yet,” he said. 

The unit has so far received 
295 cases, a fraction of which 
formed incidents of violence 
that occurred within the fam- 
ily. 

Of die total cases, 242 
were referred to courts, 38 to 


social development experts 
and 15 to administrative 
rulers. 

The PSD signed an agree- 
ment with the ministry of 
social development and the 
Jordan River Design recently 
to enable social experts work- 
ing in the unit to give social 
support to victim's and their 
families. 

The centre is staffed by 
police officials specialised in 
sociology, psychology and 
law. 

Two months ago, police 
officials decided to stop 
wearing unofficial uniforms 
to ensure a relaxed atmos- 
phere for the victims. 

“We decided to wear civil 
clothes to provide psycholog- 
ical assurance to victims we 
meet,” he said, “We also do 
not want to draw the neigh- 
bour’s attention when we go 
out to the field to investigate.” 

Hmoud said future plans 
included setting up “similar 
units in other govemorates, 
depending on the number of 
reported cases in each area.” 

“We are studying and 
analysing our experience ahd 
based on it we will move to 
other cities and provide the 
same services," he said 


50 journalists join press association 


AMMAN (Petra) — Sev- 
enty new journalists joined 
the Jordan Press .Associa- 
tion (JP.Ai on Thursday 
after taking the oath 
before Minister of Infor- 
mation Nasser Judeh. 

The latest batch of jour- 
nalists raised the JPA’s 
membership to 455 mem- 
bers. 

Judeh said, “with the 
oath, journalists pledge to 
work conscientiously and 
responsibly in serving 
their country and in seek- 
ing io promote the profes- 
sion." 

He said he was pleased 
to hear that the JPA has 
embarked on constructing 
a complex to house the 
association’s offices, a 
press club and an institute 
tor training new journal- 
ists. "These are basic fac- 
tors in promoting the pro- 
fession and improving the 
skill and efficiency of 
journalists.” Judeh said. 

Judeh expressed hope 

that the JPA will enforce a 


code of honour outlined in 
the association’s new law 
to ensure that all journal- 
ists remain committed to 
integrity, objectivity and 
accuracy in their work and 
to respect the country's 
laws and regulations. 

JPA President Seif 
Sharif welcomed the new 
members and paid tribute 
to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein who be said has sup- 
ported the association bv 
enabling it to acquire a 
plot of land to build the 
new complex. 

He noted that the associ- 
ation has already engaged 
the services of a local 
engineering office to 
supervise the implementa- 
tion of the project 

Sharif also paid tribute 
to five journalists who 
passed aw’ay recently and 
lauded their efforts as pio- 
neers and early founders 
of the association in Jor- 
dan. 

Sharif thanked the gov- 
ernment and the Greater 


Amman Municipality for 
allotting a plot of land for 
the association complex 
which he said will be built 
within one year. 

Sharif said the mayor of 
Amman has promised to 
name one of the capital's 


streets after the late Musa 
Abdul Salam, a journalist 
who served as assistant 
director of the Jordan 
News Agency (Petra) and 
as a staff member of many 
local newspapers. He died 
earlier this week. 


Jordanian editor detained 
on court order 

AMMAN (AFP) — The editor of a weekly Jordanian 
newspaper was given a 15-day detention order by a court 
here Thursday for violating the national press code. 

Fahd Rimawi of the A1 Majed weekly is charged with 
“insulting the Monarch, publishing false information 
about the prime minister and members of the government 
and attacks on the security service," Information Min- 
istry Chief Iyad Kattan said. 

Rimawi wrote in Tuesday’s edition of the paper that 
Prince Hassan — who was dismissed as acting regent 
and heir to the Throne last month by King Hussein — 
laid his revolver down before the King and asked to be 
shot if King thought he was a traitor. 

In previous issues Rimawi had called for the prime 
minister and his cabinet to resign. He is due to be freed 
on bail while awaiting trial. 


What's Going On 

Concert 

I • Musical performance by pianist Saleem Abboud Ashkar at the Royal Cultural Centre on Sunday Feb. 7 at 8:00 pan. 
i (Performance includes pieces by Beethoven, Schubert, Bach, Chopin, and Schumann). 

Film 

| • “The House of Spirits” at Books@Cafd, Jabal Amman on Sunday Feb. 7 at 8:30 p.ra. (Tel. 4650458). 

) Exhibitions 

■ • Paintings by Olivier Debrf at the French Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh, until Feb. 25. 

, • “Winter 1998” exhibition at the Arts Centre, Shmeisani (Tel. 5529610), until Feb. 14 

■ • Works by Mohammad A1 Saifi at Books@Caf6, Jabal Amman, until Feb. 13 (Tel. 4650457). 

\ • Works bv Victor Vasarely at the exhibition hall of the Minsioy of Culture, until Feb. 8. 

• • The Tenth Anniversary’ Exhibition of Contemporary Arab Artists at D3rat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh (Tel. 
i 4643251/2), until Feb. 25. 


Jordanians pray for King Hussein 
in vigil lasting till late night hours 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — Grieving Jorda- 
nians prayed late into the 
hours Friday for His Majesty 
King Hussein, who was 
rushed to a miliary hospital in 
critical condition after arriving 
in Amman from a U.S. hospi- 
tal early yesterday. 

Outside the Al Hussein 
Medical Centre, thousands of 
tearful men, women and chil- 
dren huddled under pouring 
rain to hold a vigil for the 
King, who has been fighting 
cancer for seven months. 

They watched a stream of 
Royal family members and 
government officials enter the 
complex’s heavily-guarded 
gates, including HRH Prince 
Abdullah, named Crown 
Prince by King Hussein 
before he rushed to the Mayo 
Clinic on Jan. 25 after suffer- 
ing from a relapse of cancer 

Prince Abdullah replaced 
his uncle, HRH Prince Has- 
san, who was removed by the 
King after 34 years as heir to 
the Throne. 

Many carried Jordanian 
flags and large portraits of 
King Hussein, 63, who has 
ruled the Kingdom for 47 
years. Others carried banners 
reading “Al Hussein is Jordan 
and Jordan is Al Hussein" and 
“our hearts are with you our 
beloved King” 

Muslim clerics across the 


nation asked Friday’s wor- 
shippers to pray for the recov- 
ery of the King. 

In Amman’s main Al Hus- 
seini Mosque, the imam 
appeared preparing the 
ground for the succession in a 
sermon carried live on state- 
run Jordan Television. 

“We pray to God for the 
speedy recovery of the King 
and for the success of the 
Crown Prince,” he told hun- 
dreds of worshippers who 
defied heavy rainfall and cold 
weather conditions to attend 
the prayers. 

Jordanians had been in a 
state of shock and disbelief 
following the apparent failure 
of the King’s second bone 
marr ow transplant after his 
sudden return to the Mayo 
Clinic last week. 

The sombre mood contrast- 
ed sharply with the upbeat 
mood that hit Jordan when the 
King returned to a tumultuous 
welcome on Jaa 19 after hav- 
ing been declared cured from 
cancer following six months 
of chemotherapy at Mayo. 

“I cannot believe this news. 
What would we do without 
our King and our father?” said 
Sami Jamil, 30, as he listened 
to an international radio 
broadcast, a main source of 
information for eager citizens, 
many of whom were disap- 
pointed by the perfor man ce of 
the more-conservative local 


media over tire last two weeks. 

Outside the state-of-the-art 
hospital, some women 
slapped their faces and wailed 
while others wept openly dur- 
ing the vigil 

“I came here to pray to God 
for King Hussein,” said ten- 
y ear-old Rawan in tears, bo 1 
cheeks flushed red from rain 
and cold. 

Military police maintained a 
low-key presence at the med- 
ical centre as policemen tried 
to control traffic. 

“We did not sleep all night 
after hearing the sad news that 
the second bone marrow 
transplant did not go well and 
that fee King was returning to 
Amman to continue his treat- 
ment here among his people," 
said Salma Hassan, a mother 
of three. “We are waiting for a 
miracle to snap us out of our 
grieve, our sense of loss and 
depression." 

Jordan Television ev ening 
news bulletin gave few details 
of the Monarch’s condition, 
saying only that he remained 
under intensive medical super- 
vision and giving brief state- 
ments from Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh and Informa- 
tion Minister Nasser Judeh 
“that further developments 
will be announced as they take 
place.” 

Most dailies simply repeat- 
ed Thursday's terse Royal 
Court communique carried by 


the official Petra news agency 
saying the King was returning 
home at his wish to continue 
his treatment. 

“I cannot imagine a day 
without him around us," said 
Safia Ahmad, as she wept 
“He is a great leader, a father 
and a brother who always took 
care of the country and navi- 
gated it through difficult 
times.” 

Another shopkeeper said: 
“When King Hussein returned 
from the U.S. on Jan 19, we 
thought it was the end of our 
pain and his agony with can- 
cer. But this has not slopped 
and will not as he has served 
his country and bis people like 
nobody has,” said one shop- 
keeper. 

On that day, around 400,000 
Jordanians from all walks of 
life challenged the driving rain 
and thronged die streets to 
welcome die King. 

But some Jordanians tried to 
look hopefully to the future. 

‘It is a sad day," said Salim, 
an advertising manager. “But 
whatever happens, we must 
overcome our sorrows as life 
has to go on." he added. “I 
believe such an attitude will 
also satisfy our leader. King 
Hussein, and will maintain 
country’s progress, for which 
the irreplaceable leader fought 
for long time." 


Iraqi-Jordanian team to meet 


AMMAN CI.T.) — A joint Jor- 
danian- Iraqi committee will 
meet in Baghdad by mid-Feb- 
ruary to discuss details of a 
draft trade protocol far 1999 
hammered out by a joint tech- 
nical committee last week. 

Minister of Industry and 
Trade Mohammad Saleh 
Hourani told the state-run news 
agency Para on Riday that 
technical subcommittees had 
determined Jordan's needs of 
Iraqi crude oil and other oil 
derivatives fix* 1999. 

Official sources said Jordan's 
5225 million protocol signed in 
1998 will be lowered to 5190 


million this year in line with a 
decline in wodd oil prices. 

At the beginning of January, 
the two countries renewed an 
agreement on the delivery of 
4.8 million tomes of Iraqi 
crude oil to Jordan this year at 
an average price of S8.4 per 
barrel. 

The Kingdom exports basic 
essentials to Iraq under an oil- 
for-food deal which allows 
sanctions-hit Iraq to sell limited 
quantities of oil and use the 
proceeds for food and medicine 
under strict UN. controL 

Trade between Jordan and 
Iraq amounted. to SI -billion . in 


1998, die Iraqi trade minister 
said recently. 

Plans for a 1,000-km-long oil 
pipeline between the two coun- 
tries have been under discus- 
sion far several months. It 
would link the Haditha oil field, 
260-km north west of Bagh- 
dad, with the Jordanian port of 
Aqaba, via the Zarqa refinery, 
20-km north of Amman. 

The pipeline, with a capacity 
of 150,000 barrels per day, 
would save Jordan $55 million 
a year which it currently spends 
on transporting crude by road. 
The cost of building the 
Haditha-Zarqa section is put at 


$350 milli on. 

Hourani said both countries 
were keen on boosting bilateral 
trade exchanges. However, he 
said nine-year-old UN. sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq were 
“standing in the way of expand- 
ing trade.” 

Jordan's oil purchases from 
Iraq are exempted from UN. 
sanctions imposed on Iraq 
since its invasion of Kuwait in 
1990. 

The UN. has allowed Iraq 
since December 1996 to sell 
limited quantities of oil to buy 
food and medionefortheTraqi 
people. 


Bankers, brokers look ahead with confidence 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — Bankers and 
stock brokers yesterday sought 
to reassure Jordanians that the 
dinar and the stock market will 
remain sound in spite of His 
Majesty King Hussein's deteri- 
orating health. 

Amr Sain, head of the Arab 
Banking Corporation told the 
Jordan Times that in spite of 
speculations early Thursday 
morning thai King Hussein 
would be returning to Amman 
after his health took a turn for 
foe worse, he had seen no rush 
on the dollar. Business hours 
ended before an official 
announcement that the King 
would return to Jordan. 

“What I saw was business as 
usual” the banker said. “I think 
the fact that people have been 
adjusting to this fact for a while 
has alleviated much of this 
pressure and people saw over 
the past seven months that 
there w'as a sound monetary 
policy in place.’’ 

Earlier fast summer, when 
King Hussein made an unan- 
nounced departure to the Mayo 
Clinic in the United States 
where he underwent six 


months of chemotherapy treat- 
ment for a non-Hodgkms lym- 
phoma, Jordan witnessed a 
capital flight of approximately 
S400 million in a matter of 
days. 

However, more than $100 
million has returned to die 
countiy since then, a fact that 
officials and private sector 
economists and bankers 
attribute to a solid monetary 
policy and a Central Bank 
decision not to prevent buying 
of the U.S. green back. 

Another banker said that he 
believe demand for the dollar 
was higher than usual but Thai 
he did not expea this trend to 
develop into panic buying. 

“I don’t expect the Central 
Bank to issue any decision to 
stop foreign currency transfers 
if demand continues to rise,” 
tbe banker said. 

Jordan’s foreign currency 
reserves stand at $1 2 billion. 

Said also shrugged off news 
hailing from Occupied 
Jerusalem that tbe Jordanian 
dinar bad plunged more than 
ten per cent against the Israeli 
shekel, trading at midday for 
5.00 shekels against 5.70 
shekels the previous evening. 


“Worries are always natural” 
he said. “Especially from those 
outside the country. Even if 
there is a [drop] in the dinar, it 
will be short-term and it will 
bounce back as soon as people 
see that things are steady and 
that there are mechanisms in 
place.” 

Meanwhile, the A mman 
Financial Market fast week 
saw a decline in trading vol- 
ume, but registered an overall 
gain in the share price index 
Volume at closing time was 
estimated at JD10J million 
compared to JD16 million the 
previous week, but the share 
price index rallied slightly over 
last week, closing at 178.2 
points. Following King Hus- 
sein's sudden departure to the 
United States ten days ago, the 
price index dropped from 
181.6 points to 175 25. 

A broker at the market, who 
cannot be named according to 
market regulations, said that 
traders were speculating ahead 
of announcements about His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
health, but said that “now 
things have become obvious 
and I expea that things will 
stay on hold as people watch 


[developments with Crown 
Prince Abdullah].” 

Another broker from die 
prominent National Securities 
Corporation said he does not 
expect trading in tbe AFM, 
already at a near all-time low 
due to political uncertainty and 
instability in the West Bank 
and Iraq, to slide further. 

“What we saw fast week, in 
ray opinion, is purely a techni- 
cal correction," he said. “At the 
moment, all possibilities are 
now discounted, and things 
cannot get worse.” 

“People, since this summer, 
have demonstrated their gener- 
al faith in the financial mecha- 
nisms here, and I think that this 
is certainly a positive sign that 
we will not see a worse situa- 
tion," be added. 

Daily transactions averaged 
ID 2.1 million, compared to 
JD3.2 million in the previous 
week's trading. The industrial 
sector registered the lion’s 
share of trading, with JD5.8 
million — 56.8 per cent of the 
total trading. Following was 
the banking and financial ser- 
vices sector, claiming the high- 
est number of shares traded, 
valued at JD3.7 million. 


Cabinet announces five-day banking week 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Fri- 
day announced that a two-day 
weekend for Jordanian banks 
will be effective starring 
March 1. 

The new arrangement 
requires banks to close Fri- 
days and Saturdays. 

Banking hours will be 
altered to compensate for lost 
“weekend hours.” Banking 
hours will be Sunday-Thurs- 
day from 8:30 ajm.-5:00 
pin., with a half an hour 
lunch break. Banks will be 
open to the public from 9:00 
a.m. until 4:30 p.m. accord- 
ing to an announcement 
made by CBJ Governor 
ZiyadFariz. 

No further announcement 
has been made regarding a 
similar weekend for public 
sector entities, although the 
U gne was discussed by the 


Council of Ministers fast 
month. 

Following the Cabinet ses- 
sion Information Minister 
Nasser Judeh was quoted as 
saying that different views on 
the two-day weekend were 
reviewed along with the 
impact of such a weekend on 
tourism, production and eco- 
nomic activities, but no deci- 
sion has been taken. 

A number of local bankets 
interviewed by die local press 
expressed opposing views on 
the new arrangement. 

Mifleh AkcL, the executive 
manager of the Arab Bank, 
said Jordan’s economic situa- 
tion makes it inconvenient for 
the country’s banks to close 
two days a week. However, 
he said, should tire weekend 
be approved, it should fall on 
Friday and Saturday so that 
local banks will not be cut off 


for more than one day from 
international financial institu- 
tions around the world where 
the holiday is Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Akel pointed out that if 
government decides to grant 
the public administration a 
two-day weekend on Thurs- 
day and Friday, as some peo- 
ple have demanded, banks 
would be cut off from the 
public for three days, and tbe 
public sector would be cut off 
from the outside world for 
four days, which does not 
augur well for the national 
economy. 

Samir Mahdi, general man- 
ager of the Arab Land Bank, 
agreed, saying local banks 
should mainta in contacts with 
foreign mates. He saiddos- 
ing banks on Thursdays and 
Fridays will cut off the coun- 
try’s financial institutions 


from banks around the world 
for four days, he pointed out 

In the view of Nancy 
Bakeer, a two-day weekend 
has social humanitarian and 
economic advantages, and 
would allow families to enjoy 
a “real" holiday. Bakeer, sec- 
retary general of the Ministry 
of Administrative Develop- 
ment, said a two-day week- 
end would encourage fami- 
lies to travel in the Kingdom, 
stimulating domestic tourism. 

Supporters of the two-day 
weekend say the plan will 
save the country JD16 million 
annually through saving on 
energy consumption, com- 
munication and transporta- 
tion and would help reduce 
pollution. Opponents argue 
that it will cost the country 
one-sixth of its gross domes- 
tic product in certain sectors. 
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Hun Sen 

condemns Khmer 
Rouge trial efforts 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Cambodian Prime Minister 
Hun Sen Friday criticised 
attempts to put former lead- 
ers of the Khmer Rouge on 
trial, saying it could lead to 
renewed ' conflict in 
Cambodia. 

“We should not push for 
any action which would 
lead to more killing of the 
Cambodian people," he 
said in the Malaysian capi- 
tal. 

"If the court of law for 
such a trial is to be made 
and if it is the mandate of 
the United Nations Security 
Council, then if the war 
erupts, it is the Security 
Council that must be 
responsible." he said in 
remarks translated into 
English. 

Hun Sen was speaking to 
the Institute of Diplomacy 
and Foreign Relations on 
the second day of a three- 
day visit to Kuaia Lumpur. 

Former Khmer Rouge 
foreign minister Ieng Sarv 
Friday said a trial should be 
avoided, repeating recent 
warnings from former 
cadres of the group that 
conflict could erupt if any 
effort is made to prosecute 
Khmer Rouge leaders. 

In 1996. Ieng Sary defect- 
ed to the government along 
with several thousand guer- 
rillas. He has been joined 
hv two of his top Khmer 
Rouge comrades. Khieu 
Samphan and Nuon Chea. 
who surrendered to the gov- 
ernment in late December. 

The surrender of the pair 
sparked culls for leaders of 
the group responsible for 
the death of an estimated 
1.7 million people during 
their 1975-79 “killing 
fields" rule, to stand trial on 
charges of genocide or 
crimes against humanity. 

Hun Sen had initially 
been reluctant to push for 
prosecution of Khmer 
Rouge leaders, drawing 
indignation from human 
rights groups and some 
Western governments. 

He later said the govern- 
ment backed a tribunal for 
the Khmer Rouge leaders 
and was awaiting the pro- 
posals of a team of jurists 


appointed by the United 
Nations to assess evidence 
and consider how legal pro- 
ceedings might be under- 
taken. 

Hun Sen criticised inter- 
nadonal pressure on his 
government to arrest the 
former Khmer Rouge lead- 
ers. who still remain at lib- 
erty in Pailin, as counter- 
productive. 

"If we arrest just the few 
people, Ir would disrupt the 
peace. And then all the peo- 
ple would return ro the jun- 
gle and cause the fighting 
again." he said. 

He also lashed out at 
media repons on his VIP 
welcome given to Khieu 
Samphan and Nuon Chea 
when they surrendered in 
December. 

“I received Khieu 
Samphan and Nuon Chea in 
their capacity as humble 
people. I received them not 
as leaders of the Khmer 
Rouge." he said. 

Hun Sen repeated his sug- 
gestion that any investiga- 
tion be expanded to cover 
the periods before and after 
1975-1979. which could 
implicate the United States 
among others. 

“The notion of reconcilia- 
tion in my mind has a 
broader meaning which 
takes into account the 
offenders and others 
involved in the set of facts 
from 1970 to 1998, and 
their foreign friends includ- 
ed,” he said. 

Many members of the rul- 
ing Cambodian People's 
Party, including Hun Sen. 
were once Khmer Rouge 
members who broke away 
during the group's rule and 
later backed a Vietnamese 
invasion that forced the 
Khmer Rouge from power 
in early 1979. 

Hun Sen said the insis- 
tence of several members of 
the Association of South 
East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) that - a new upper 
house of parliament, or sen- 
ate. be formed in Cambodia 
before it is allowed admis- 
sion to the grouping was 
tantamount to interference 
in Cambodia’s internal 
affairs. 


Formosa Plastics 
sets partial 
timetable to remove 
Cambodian waste 


TAIPEI. Taiwan lAP) — 
Formosa Plastic Corp. said 
Friday it will remove 3.000 
tonnes of toxic waste that it 
sent to Cambodia within 
two months of signing a 
final agreement on the dU- 
po'.al. but it denied any ille- 
gal dumping in the scandal 
that has been blamed for six 
deaths. 

Formosa will repack the 
mercury-laced waste in 
vfeel drums, ship it out of 
Cambodia and clean up the 
waste site, company presi- 
dent Lee Chih-Tsun told 
reporters. 

The waste was discovered 
in December in a case that 
Mined allegations that 
Taiwanese industries were 
using less-developed 
nations as a toxic dumping 
ground. 

Lee spoke following 
meetings between Formosa 
executives. Oni Yentieng. a 
senior adviser to 
Cambodian Prime Minister 
Hun Sen. and two 
Cambodian environment 
officials dispatched to the 
company's headquarters in 
Taipei. 

Lee said the sides did not 
discuss possible compensa- 
tion demands against the 
company. Om said that 
matter would be put before 
a eourt of international law 
for arbitration. 

Cambodia plans to 
demand “millions of dol- 
lars” in compensation for 
environmental damages. 
Cambodian Environment 


Minister Mok Maredi said 
earlier. The minister 
declined to provide the 
exact amount, indicating 
that would be negotiated. 

Lee did not say when an 
agreement on disposal 
would be reached, or where 
the waste would be 
shipped. Formosa had a 
contract with an agent to 
dispose of the waste and 
had not acted illegally, said 
Lee. 

The waste, believed to be 
compressed industrial ash, 
was discovered in 
December by environment 
officials in an exposed heap 
a few kilometres from the 
seaport town of 
Sihanoukviile, IS5 kilome- 
tres southwest of the capital 
Phnom Penh. 

A dock worker died short- 
ly after cleaning the ship 
that transported the waste, 
sparking hysteria and riot- 
ing in Sihanoukviile that 
led to four more deaths in 
traffic accidents as pan- 
icked residents fled the 
town. 

A sixth death — a man 
who rummaged through the 
dump and slept on sacks the 
waste came in — has also 
been linked to the scandal. 

Several independent tests 
have found the waste con- 
tains an extremely danger- 
ous concentration of mer- 
cury'. 

Sihanoukviile prosecutors 
say they will charge several 
local officials over the 
scandal. 



GROZNY, Russia (R) — 
The president of the rebel 
Russian region of 
Chechenya, Aslan 

Maskhadov. has dismissed 
his vice-president by abol- 
ishing the post, 
Maskhadov's spokesman 
said on local television late 
Thursday. 

The sacked vice-presi- 
dent. Vakha Arsonov, later 
appeared on the channel 
saying he would now raise 
a personal armed force of 
300 men, which he called a 
“peacekeeping brigade”. 

The moves appeared to 


harden divisions among the 
guerrilla commanders who 
have shared power in the 
million-strong Muslim 
region since they forced 
Moscow to withdraw its 
troops in J9 96 after more 
than 20 months of fighting. 

But the streets of the war- 
battered capita] Grozny 
were calm Friday morning. 

Arsanov, who like many 
Chechen faction leaders 
already personally controls 
a substantia] armed force, 
has joined in recent bitter 
criticism of Maskhadov by 
other guerrilla comman- 


ders. including Russia’s 
most wanted man, Shamil 
Basayev. » 

Maskhadov. a former 
Soviet artillery colonel who 
beat Basayev and others in 
a 1997 presidential elec- 
tion. is seen as a moderate 
in Moscow, where the 
Russian government still 
refuses to countenance 
Chechen claims of indepen- 
dence. 

The president, apparently 
bowing to pressure from his 
critics for failing to adopt a 
more radical approach, 
declared on Wednesday that 


Croatia debates cooperation 
with the Hague tribunal 


ZAGREB (R) — The 
Croatian parliament Friday 
debated further cooperation 
with the United Nations 
war crimes tribunal after 
fierce argument in the 
lower house over wbat 
many politicians see as the 
court's bias against Croatia. 

At the end of the two-day 
debate, lawmakers are 
expected to issue a resolu- 
tion later Friday on whether 
to continue cooperation 
with the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the 
former Yugoslavia in The 
Hague. 

Foreign Minister Mate 
Granic told parliament 
Croatia wanted to continue 
cooperating with the court 
but would insist on point- 
ing out “omissions and 


inconsistencies" - in its 
work. 

Some opposition parties 
shared the view that the 
court had punished Croats 
for their compliance with 
extradition demands. 

Several members argued 
Croatia could extend its 
cooperation but should not 
extradite any more Croats. 

Out of 26 people now in 
the tribunal's custody. 12 
are Croats, 12 are Serbs and 
two are Muslims. 

Zagreb has sent a dozen 
war crimes suspects to The 
Hague, including a high- 
ranking Bosnian Croat gen- 
eral whose trial has dragged 
on for more than two years. 

Of 10 Bosnian Croats 
who voluntarily surren- 
dered in October 1997 on 


assurances they would 

receive a swift trial, none 
has yet to be tried. 

President Franjo Tudjman 
and other high-ranking offi- 
cials have recently spoken 
of secret indictments 
against five or six Croatian 
generals, and possibly other 
officials. which they 

believe are being prepared 
in The Hague. 

Chief prosecutor Louise 
Arbour denied such indict- 
ments were being prepared 
and the U.S. State 

Department also rejected 
Tudjman 's charges as being 
made for political goals. 

But Thursday, deputy 
speaker Vladimir Seta 
brought up the subject 

again, saying “no one in the 
Croatian leadership will be 


able to feel safe" if topjrffi- 
cials were indicted. 

"Croatia is extremely dis- 
satisfied and voices its con- 
cern over rumours about a 
possible trial of several 
Croatian generals and state 
officials responsible for 
carrying out Operation 
Storm," Granic said in ref- 
erence to one of two offen- 
sives Croatia launched in 
1 995 to recapture Serb-held 
territory. 

He also repeated criticism 
that indictments had not 
been issued for war crimes 
against Croats in Bosnia 
and slammed the court's 
failure to apprehend former 
Yugoslav army officers 
indicted of crimes in the 
Croatian city of Vukovar in 
1991. 


Congo intelligence agents 
pick up politician, free journalists 


KINSHASA (AFP) — 
Intelligence agents have 
arrested a spokesman of a 
prominent opposition 
party in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo 
iDRC). but freed five 
journalists picked up this 
week, several sources said 
Friday. 

Unidentified security 
agents arrested a 
spokesman of the Union 
for Democracy and Social 
Progress (UDPS) party, 
Joseph Kapika, sources 
close to him said, while 
the newspaper Le 
Potentiel said five of its 
journalists were released. 

Kapika and two other 
UDPS officials, led by 
long-standing politician 
and one-time Prime 
Minister Etienne 

Tshisekedi. had already 
been briefly detained last 
week. 

Sources Friday said they 
had no idea why Kapika 
had been picked up again. 
However, the move fol- 
lows a UDPS protest at 
the terms on which 
President Laurent Kabila 
has allowed the resump- 
tion of party political 
activities. 

Sunday. Kabila lifted a 


ban on such activities 
which he imposed after 
seizing power in May 
1997. when he toppled 
then Zaire's dictator 
Marshal Mobutu Sese 
Seko. ending more than 
three decades of his rule. 

The LTD PS subsequently 
slammed the decree as “a 
text which kills liberty 
and democracy..., which 
entrenches the violation of 
fundamental freedoms 
and exclusion." 

“Our party has never 
recognised the existence 
of any law banning activi- 
ty by political parties." a 
UDPS communique stated 
this week. It demanded a 
“full multi-party system". 

The decree stipulates 
that political parties — 
more than 400 existed 
before the late Mobutu 
was ousted and Zaire was 
renamed — should each 
hold a constitutional con- 
gress, gathering in at least 
300 delegates from the 1 1 
states of the vast, impov- 
erished country. 

Parties should then seek 
approval from the min- 
istry of the interior by 
submitting the conclu- 
sions of their congresses 
and paying a non-refund- 


able deposit of 30.000 
Congolese francs (about 
510.000). the text said. 

The government stated 
the goal is to stop the for- 
mation of “tribal ist” par- 
ties. but observers noted 
the decree also aimed at 
stopping any recognition 
of the political wing of 
rebels who have been up 
in arms since last August. 

Wednesday. civilian 
agents “burst into the edi- 
torial premises of Le 
Potential and arrested” the 
publication's managing 
editor Moise Musanguna, 
deputy editor-in-chief 
Veron’-Clement Kongo 
and three reporters, 
Godefroid Ngamisata. 
Theodore Ngangu and 
Emmanuel Katshunga. the 
paper said. 

The five were detained 
by the National 
Intelligence Agency 
(ANR) and released late 
Thursday, sources said. 
The ANR gave no reason 
for The arrests. 

On Thursday, the man- 
aging editor of another 
Kinshasa newspaper said 
he had been freed after 
spending a year in jail fol- 
lowing his conviction on 
charges of threatening 


state security. 

Albert Bonsange Yeraa 
of L'Alarme, who was 
freed Wednesday, had 
called in an editorial for 
the arrest of Kabila. 

Initially confined to a 
penal corre'crions centre in 
the capital, Yema was 
later transferred to the 
city's main hospital for 
medical treatment. 

Kabila's lifting of the 
political ban follows 
pledges he made during a 
European tour in 
November, when he came 
under pressure to follow 
up on his promises to 
move towards democracy. 

Since August, his 
regime has been under 
attack from rebels who 
initially began a Tulsi-led 
uprising in the east. 
Several African states 
have become militarily 
involved on the rival 
sides. 

Zambia has be-en over- 
seeing mediation efforts 
to bring about a ceasefire. 

Progress has stalled on 
Kabila's refusal to talk 
directly to the DRC 
rebels, whom Kinshasa 
presents as puppets of 
neighbouring Rwanda and 
Uganda. 


From left to right: former Chechen Vice-President Vakha Arsanov, field commander Shamil Basayev and ex- 
President Zelirakhan Yandarbiyev, attend a rally in central Grozny Feb. 4. The president of the rebel Russian 
region of Chechenya, Aslan Maskhadov, dismissed Vice-President Arsanov by abolishing post (Reuters photo) 

Chechen leader sacks deputy 


Islamic Sharia law, already 
in operation in the region, 
would henceforth be the 
sole authority. 

It was not clear precisely 
what effect that would 
have. 

Chechenya is awash with 
weapons, and crime, espe- 
cially kidnapping, is ram- 
pant. Three Britons and a 
New Zealander were mur- 
dered last year after being 
seized in the capital. 

Russian law enforcement 
officials estimate there are 
about 100 hostages being 
held in Chechenya. 


news in brief 


Yeltsin phones Russian officials, Kohl 

MOSCOW (TO - S 

stomach ulcer at f? subu R ian foreign officials, 
telephone calls Fnday to ‘ e|lor Helmut Kohl, the 
including former German Russian presi- 

Kremlin said. * by telephone 

dent, who turned 6b Monday. 1 p ore j sn Munster 
to Prime Minister Yevgeny ■ Duma, lower 

Igor Ivanov and the Yeltsin also 

house of parliament, Gennady bdezn>^^ ^ she 
had a “warm and friendly conu r Sri 0 nship with Kohl, 
said. Yeltsin had a close pc - * s tember . His succes- 
who was voted out of office P Yeltsin in 

sor, Gefhard Schro^er ^^r,, t0 ^ Barvikha sana- 
Moscow on Feb. 18. ft 0 wee ks in hospi- 

torium Saturday to recuperate aftertwo w £ 

tal. He has visited hts Kremlin office twice 
Tuesday and Thursday. 

Pope resumes activity after bout of flu 

VATICAN CITY (R) — Pope John Paid Friday n» u ine<J 

assists f *» 

United States next week to discuss a .number o »***«; 
including homosexuality and femmrm. ~ : a 
Catholic officials from North Amenn .and Otaama. 
Ratzinger, head of the Congregation for the Do ™ ot 
the Faith which oversees doctrinal issues wdl traveltt 
San Francisco Tuesday. His visit ended Fnday^The 
Pope, who has suffered a senes of health problems in 
recent years, cut short his weekly address to pdgnms 
Sunday, his first engagement after returning from a visit 
to Mexico and the U.S. Midwest city of Si- Loui^say- 
ins he was feeling unwell. He told pilgrims he had a bit 
of a cold". The Vatican announced Monday that he nad 
cancelled audiences. Aides insist that the Pope s mind is 
razor-sharp, despite his health problems which, accord- 
ing to some reports, include a form of Parkinson s dis- 
ease which can cause his left hand to shake uncontrol- 
lably. 

Germany says Contact Group dead- 
line for Kosovo peace non-negotiable 

BONN (AFP) — German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer 
said here Friday that the Contact Group's conditions set last 
week for the warring sides in Kosovo to reach peace by 
February 20 were non-negotiable. “The basis fix' a peaceful 
solution and a successful conclusion to the talks in 
Rambouillet (France, this weekend) are based on the non- 
negotiable statement of principle of the Contact Group" 
issued last Friday in London, Fischer said in a communique. 
The six-nation Contact Group had last Friday imposed a 
deadline of a maximum 21 days for Belgrade and ethnic 
Albanian leaders to reach peace in the Serbian province of 
Kosovo. The foreign ministers from Britain. France. Russia. 
Germany, Italy and the United States also said the two sides 
would start peace talks at Rambouillet. near Paris, starting 
Saturday. Fisher said in his conununique: "The Kosovo 
peace talks starting tomorrow are the crucial, and indeed also 
the last, chance for a peaceful and mutual solution in the 
Kosovo conflict." He said the two sides should notdoubt the . 

L sesolye qfthe Contact Group not to allow “a further escala- •. 

' lion of aimed conflict in Kosovo.” The Contact Grouphud 
said: “The future of the people of Kosovo is in the hands of 
leaders in Belgrade and Kosovo. They must commit them- 
selves now to complete the negotiations on a political settle- 
ment within 21 days to bring peace to Kosovo. The Contact 
Group will hold both sides accountable if they fail to take the 
opportunity now offered to them." NATO has threatened air 
strikes to neutralise the military power of the warring Serbs 
and ethnic Albanians. 

Polish farmers continue talks, 
roadblocks suspended 

WARSAW (AFP) — Polish farmers agreed to hold more 
talks with the government Friday aimed” at resolving u two- 
week protest over cheap agricultural imports, after suspend- 
ing nationwide roadblocks, officials said. In initial talks 
Thursday. Agriculture Minister Jacek Janiszewski made a 
number of proposals to end the protest, which has led to 
widespread traffic disruption, according to Polish media 
reports. These included proposed new import tariffs, cuts in 
land leases, changes in a quota system for Polish farm prod- 
ucts. loan repayment facilities and support for mear exports 
to former Soviet Union markets. Janiszewski notablv said 
Moscow authonnes were interested in importing Polish 
pork. Labour union negotiators were expected to resume dis- 
cussion in particular on pork prices, with a proposal that a 
government agency buy- unsold produce. A compromise on 

^ yf * The government 

while refusing tanners demands that it recognise the le*al 
status of roadblocks which have serious* df^ted uSk 
nationwide since the protests stoned on 
KrzakJewslu. head of the Catholic riuht-wms AWsT 
Solidarity, the main party in the nil in- coalition 
for local courts to deal “lenientlv" with mn.)hi vi 
The government of Prime 

loathe to increase its budget to support ^ 

which it believes must be radical ^ ^ * ctor - 
prepares for Eumpean 

ers blocked a record 466 roads in Poland^H^i" 2 a 3 ™ 1 " 
ening the crisis farine the 

offiee in November 1997. CT ° mment which took 

Catholic nun raped in eastern India 

NEW DELHI. India i AP) — a C-, . 
two men dressed as women while she wi^v T* raped by 
in eastern India close to where an Ausredi , In a ^ 

burnt alive with his two sons | “ monTh ^ hS ‘^ WaS 
The nun was gagged and blindfolded i K^hn 5l day - 
a Milage in eastern Orissa state late ThmC? h T hundrapur - 
pressed m saris, the traditional inrti, URlday * b - v CWo nien 

J™ st °f 9 u «ed police as savin^'The ^ 0Und Re® 
ently disguised as women so th-it rhV- - e ,nen uere iippar- 
brM be suspicious. The nun escupedher V,C T wouId not * 
back ro the local church and reSn *** a bus 

pohceFhday. Police *aned J l ?’ nl P' aim with the 
had been made. The villas* j. adh^L S bul n0 arrests 
where Australian Baptist ! u ““ ™ral district 

*» »em burned al^ h?a Sta,ni ^ 
Wednesday s rape and the killing, wee ks ago. 

on Christians and their pronem thr^ 'V" “ strin £ of attacks 

^^L 0n r Chf,s ! ians during lii; ]ai over 100 

Y *be figure is exaggerated n n i ’l 3 *" “'jverament 

^ many attqcLs ' ts “legations 
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South African President Nelson Mandela, accompanied by his wife Graca Machel (right) and heir-apparent Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki (left) and Terror Lekota, head of the national Council of Provinces, take die salute at the 
opening of the 1998 session of the South African Parliament. This session of parliament is Mandela's last as presi- 
dent as he is to retire later this year (Reuters photo) 


# Sonia Gandhi keeps up pressure 
on Indian government 


Mandela lauds past, 
looks to future 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela gave his last state 
of the nation speech to par- 
liament Friday, praising the 
work of the first all-race 
government and calling for 
□adonal unity in elections 
targeted for May. 

In a broad ranging speech 
prepared for delivery the 
80-year-old political prison- 
er turned statesman 
announced the govern- 
ment’s aim of holding elec- 
tions between May 18 and 
27. 

But making the speech he 
skipped the relevant para- 
graph. 

A government official 
said it had been cut on the 
advice of lawyers because 
of a court challenge by the 
opposition New National 
Party (NNP) to the electoral 
registration process, and die 
president's office said those 
remained the target dates. 

Mandela steps down after 
the elections that his 
African National Congress 
is expected to win comfort- 
ably, and hands, over to his 
deputy Thabo Mbeki. 

Opposition leaders 

attacked the speech as weak 
and having many glaring 
omissions. 


“It was very defensive of 
government's record. He 
basically admitted failure 
with regard to crime, job 
creation, education," NNP 
leader Marthinus van 
Scbalkwyk said. 

“He didn’t say anything 
about the government’s real 
lack of achievement. Since 
they have been in power 
500,000 jobs have been lost 
and only last year 20,000 
South Africans have been 
murdered,” Democratic 
Party leader Tony Leon 
said. 

In his 90-minute speech to 
a packed house, Mandela 
said huge strides bad been 
made by his government 
since it swept to power in 
1994 on a tidal wave of 
national euphoria, but that 
much remained to be done 
to right the legacy of 
apartheid. 

‘The long walk is not yet 
over," he said. “The prize of 
a better life has yet to be 
won.” On the positive side 
he highlighted the successes 
in bringing water, electrici- 
ty and telephones to mil- 
lions of people who had 
been denied under 
apartheid. 

“Every day on average 
since our democratic elec- 


tions has meant another 
1.300 homes electrified; 
another 750 telephones 
installed; and another 1,700 
people gaining access to 
clean water,” Mandela said. 

But he accepted the gov- 
ernment had fallen short of 
its target of building one 
million new homes and still 
had a huge problem with 
crime and corruption. 

Without citing names, he 
launched a scathing attack 
on those responsible for a 
series of bombings and 
shootings around Cape 
Town in the past year. 

“What started off... as a 
campaign against gangster- 
ism has now become a vio- 
lent and murderous offen- 
sive against ordinary citi- 
zens and law enforcement 
agencies," he said. 

T want to assure the peo- 
ple of Cape Town that we 
know who these people are; 
we know who trains and 
backs them; and steadily we 
are building water-tight 
cases against them." 

Police have blamed mili- 
tant Muslim group People 
Against Gangsterism and 
Drugs for the wave of 
attacks, including on tourist 
spots and police stations, 
but have so far failed to 


secure a single conviction. 

On the economic front, 
Mandela said his country 
bad sound economic funda- 
mentals and would maintain 
budgetary discipline. 

Bur in a direct warning to 
the trade union alliance 
partners he said labour poli- 
cy would have to be kept 
under review to make sure 
that South Africa did not 
find itself fallin g behind in 
the global challenge of 
competition. 

Corruption, he said, had 
to be rooted out at all levels 
and the nation should pull 
together to ensure the peace 
that bad been already estab- 
lished would never again be 
threatened. 

“We slaughter each other 
in our words and attitudes. 
We slaughter one another 
and our country by the man- 
ner in which we exaggerate 
its weaknesses to the wider 
world. This must come to 
an end.” Mandela said. 

“We hope though, espe- 
cially as we go into the 
election campaign, that real 
leaders will emerge who 
base their messages on hope 
rather than fear; on the opti- 
mism of hard work rather 
than the pessimism of arm- 
chair whining," be added. 
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NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India's main opposition 
leader Sonia Gandhi kept up 
her assault on the govern- 
ment Friday, predicting the 
imminent collapse of the 
shaky Hindu nationalist-led 
coalition. 

The Italian-born leader of 
the Congress party said in a 
party newsletter members 
would have to prepare for 
"responsibilities” which 
“perhaps sooner than iaier, 
, , will fall upon us.” 

(t Gandhi said public confi- 
dence in the government of 
Prime Minister Atal Behari 


Vajpayee was at the “lowest 
ebb ever,” adding: “The 
challenges in the new year, 
will be of a different nature. 
The country's economy is in 
crisis, its foreign policy in 
the doldrums and most dis- 
turbingly, its millennial sec- 
ularism under attack.” 

The Congress humiliated 
Vajpayee's Hindu national- 
ist BJP party in crucial state 
elections late iasr year. 

Vajpayee’s coalition has 
been racked by infighting 
from the very' moment it 
took power in March last 
year. Its fragility stems from 


the fact that regional parties, 
with only a handful of seats, 
have an inordinate influence 
which they use to push their 
individual local agendas. 

The loose-knit coalition 
has recently been in the eye 
of a storm over a host of 
issues ranging from mount- 
ing attacks on Christians by 
Hindu militants to an 
unpopular and unilateral 
decision to cut public 
spending. 

■ Addressing party support- 
ers in the southern state of 
Karnataka, Sonia Gandhi 
blasted the BJP-led alliance 


saying it was “shaky and 
unprincipled." 

“The people have realised 
that there is a grave danger 
to their future from the 
shaky and unprincipled 
coalition," the Press Trust of 
India quoted her as saying. 

She told Congress sup- 
porters to restore “a stable, 
sane and sensible govern- 
ment.” Political commenta- 
tors say Gandhi's party is 
waiting in the wings to take 
power. but would prefer to 
see the coalition self- 
destruct rather than force it 
out of office. 


Rights group asks Sri Lanka 
to investigate attack on journalist 


COLOMBO (AFP) — The 
France-based Reporters 
Sans Fronrieres (RSF) 
Friday asked Sri Lanka to 
investigate an attack 
against a local journalist 
during a recent election 
campaign. 

The RSF, in a letter to Sri 
Lanka's media minister 


Mangala Samaraweera, 
said the house of local jour- 
nalist M.W. 

Somaratne had been 
attacked on Jan. 28 after he 
wrote supporting the gov- 
ernment’s policy during the 
campaign. 

Poll monitors have said 
that while most of the elec- 


tion-related violence has 
been by the government, 
the opposition is to blame 
for a quarter of the cases. 

“RSF asks you to ensure 
that those responsible for 
the attack are arrested and 
that they are severely pun- 
ished if they attacked M.W. 
Somaratne because of what 


he wrote in his newspaper,” 
the rights group said. 

Independent poll moni- 
tors have reported that last 
month’s provincial council 
election won by the ruling 
part}' was the most violent 
and fraudulent in Sri Lanka 
and asked for fresh elec- 
tions. 


Kosovo peacekeeping force shapes up 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — A 
NATO-led peacekeeping 
force for Kosovo made up 
of some 25,0000 to 30,000 
troops is shaping up, with 
European countries ready to 
provide the lion’s share of 
troops. 

The international force 
would police an eventual 
peace accord in Kosovo that 
Serbian authorities and eth- 
nic Albanians are due to 
negotiate beginning 

Saturday at Rambouillet 
near Paris. 

Federal Yugoslavia has 
yet to give the green light to 
the deployment on its terri- 
tory of the NATO force, 
whose mission and size 
would be defined during the 
peace talks. Washington has 
said as many as 4,000 U.S. 
troops might participate in 
such a force if the warring 
sides in Kosova reach an 
agreement, but U.S. leaders 
have emphasised that there 
must be a “permissive envi- 
ronment”. 

Already, Britain has put 


8.000 troops on standby, 

6.000 of which would be 
deployed in Kosovo proper. 
As the largest troop contrib- 
utor. Britain would lead day 
to day operations in Kosovo 
although NATO’s comman- 
der of European forces, 
American General Wesley 
Dark, will retain overall 
command of the mission. 

France has said it will pro- 
vide 5,000 forces to the mis- 
sion while Germany will 
contribute 3,000 troops. For 
the first time, German 
Leopard II tanks would be 
deployed on foreign soil as 
part of the NATO extraction 
force based in Macedonia. 

Russia and oiher east 
European countries such as 
NATO newcomers Poland, 
the Czech Republic and 
Hungary are also expected 
to provide peacekeepers to 
the mission. 

Laying out conditions for 
the NATO operation, U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen Thursday said there 
should be a staggered pull- 


back of Serb government 
forces and rebel fighters. 
“There would have to be a 
pullback of forces, but 
phased in a way to make 
sure we don’t expose the 
NATO troops to hostile 
fire,” Cohen told reporters 
in Madrid. 

British General Michael 
Jackson, who heads a rapid 
reaction force in Germany, 
is expected to have authori- 
ty over day to day opera- 
tions on the ground. 

Other than the big three 
European troop contribu- 
tors. NATO members Italy, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Canada and Greece have 
indicated their willingness 
to strengthen the Kosovo 
force. The deployment of 
some 30,000 troops in 
Kosovo could take several 
weeks because of harsh 
winter conditions and poor 
roads in the Serb province. 

Like Bosnia, the province 
would be divided up in four 
zones to be placed under the 
control of each of the main 


troop contributors. 

A total of five brigades, 
one of which will be com- 
prised of reservists, will 
make up the peacekeeping 
force, according to French 
Defense Minister Alain 
Richard. 

The 1,800-strong NATO 
extraction force based in 
nearby Macedonia will 
serve as "the core” of the 
Kosovo force as it can be 
quickly dispatched to the 
province pending the formal 
signing of a peace agree- 
ment, Richard said. 

Britain, France and 
Germany are also expected 
to expand their air surveil- 
lance operations over 
Kosovo and Bosnia to pro- 
vide protection for the 
troops on the ground. 

Under an international 
plan, Serb officials and sep- 
aratist representatives will 
have two weeks to thrash 
out a peace deal that would 
grant autonomy to the 
majority ethnic Albanian 
population of Kosovo. 
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Manila carries out 1st 
execution since 1976 


MANILA (Ri — The Philippines 
executed a convicted child rapist 
Friday, capping months of agonised 
debate in the mainly Roman 
Catholic ration on the resumption of 
capital punishment after a gap of 
more than wo decades. 

Leo Echegaray, a 3S-year-old 
house painter, was pronounced deal 
at 3:19 p.m. *0719 GMT), eight 
^ minutes after he was injected with 
^ lethal chemicals. Justice Secretary 
Serafin Cuevas told reporters after 
witnessing the execution. 

Church" hells pealed across the 
city at the dnw of the execution in 
what priests said was a prayer for his 
•xml and disapproval of capital pun- 
ishment. 

Echegaray’s wife. Zenaida Javier, 
also among those watching the exe- 
cution through a one-way rainur. 
screamed after her husband was 
declared dead and left the room sob- 
bing. witnesses said. 

Cuevas said Echegaray’s final 
wunds were: “Filipinos, forgive me 
for the sins the* accuse me of .4 
Filipino killed by a fellow Filipino.” 

”1 hoped to see a sign of repen- 

"It didn’t show." Television reports, 
had previously said be had asked for 
forgiveness from his victim. 

Two hours before Echegaray’s 
death the Supreme Court rejected a 
!aa appeal for a sav of execution, 
saying it found no merit in a petition 
alkctna prison authorities h&l made 
unauth orised changes in the prox- 
dices for earning out a death sen- 
tence. 

President Joseph Estrada, who has 
led the move to bring hack capital 
punishment as a deterrent to violent 
crime, said Echegaray s death would 
serve as a warning. 

% “Today's execution is proof of the 
governments deianunfflon to 
maintain law and order." be said in a 


statement. “In this administration, 
we will prove dial crime does not 
pay. The’ crime committed by Mr 
Echegaray... (was) an act of bestiali- 
ty. which deserves the stiffest pun- 
ishment under die law." 

Echegaray was convicted in 1994 
of raping his JOyear-old step- 
daughter by a previous wife. He had 
said he was innocent 

The Catholic church has sharply 
criticised the death penalty and 
expressed alarm at the number of 
people on death row — 915 at fee 
last count 

"May it now be presumed that 
those shouting for the death penalty 
are fully justified and pacified?' 
Archbishop Oscar Cruz, tend of the 
Catholic Bishops' Conference of fee 
Philippines, said in a statement. 
“Can we now assume that all poten- 
tial heinous criminals will surely be 
deterred by the penalty of death?" 

Amnesty International said it was 
“a huge step in the wrong direction" 
for human rights in the Philippines. 

"Kihing people provides no solu- 
tion to growing crime rates." it said 
in a staiemenL “Instead it ennenebes 
a culture of violence more deeply in 
society." 

Senator Rene Cayetano. another 
witness, said fee procedure was 
peaceful “There was no struggle 
whatsoever," he said. 

‘There was not even a flexing of 
fee muscles." Twenty-seven minutes 
before he died. Echegaray was heard 
saying: “My God, I am dying." Two 
minutes laiirr he told guards strap- 
ping him to his deathbed: “You are 
just giving me more pain." He 
looked towards fee one-way m ir ror, 
apparently directly at his wife, 
before the injections took effect. 

The Philippines abolished fee 
death penalty in 1987 but reintro- 
duced it in 1 994. It last held an exe- 
cution in 1976. 


Elegant 


RAMBOU ILLET, France 
(R) — Rambouillet castle, 
scene of the Kosovo peace 
talks opening Saturday, 
has as much in common 
with the 1995 Bosnia talks 
site in Dayton as French 
cuisine has with American 
fast food. 

The chateau, a former 
royal hunting lodge dating 
back to 1375, is one of 
France’s official presiden- 
tial residences with all the 
elegance and luxury that 
go with that rare status. 

Nestled in a park in 
rolling countryside 50 km 
southwest of Paris, it has 
30 bedrooms to house rep- 
resentatives of the Serb 
and ethnic Albanian war- 
ring parties and mediators 
from the United States, 
the European Union and 
Russia. 

Among the quarters' 
highlights are Marie- 
Anto metre's oak-panelled 
boudoir, the copper bath- 
tub Napoleon used several 
times a day and the tower 
chamber where Francois I 
died in 1547. 

"This is the opposite of 
Dayton," one chateau 
staffer proudly declared. 
“Comfort is our motto." 
Whether they will have 
much time to enjoy the 
switch from the lolling 
and hatred in Kosovo 
remains to be seen. 

“Anyone who has seen 
what has gone on in 
Kosovo for the last 10 
years could not but think 
thai they need to get up in 
the morning and work as 
hard as they can until they 
literally collapse at night," 
the U.S. envoy Chris Hill 
said in Pristina, capital of 


Kosovo talks site sharp contrast to Dayton 


the majority Albanian 
province of Kosovo, this 
week. 

The Bosnia talks turned 
Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base airbase, a huge 
military complex in 
Dayton, Ohio, into the 
improbable focus of the 
Balkan drama for three 
weeks in 1995. 

Negotiations were held 
in the 266-room Hope 
Hotel, a no-nonsense inn 
on the Midwestern base 
with cleanly functional 
conference rooms bearing 
names like “B-29 Supter 
Fortress Room.” The par- 
ticipants lived in brick 
dormitory-style buildings, 
each room identical right 
down to the cable televi- 
sion sets. 

Searching for just the 
right word** to describe it, 
one U.S. 

official finally termed 
the lodgings "nonde- 
script." There were no 
Michelin stars for the fast 
food served up at Packy’s 
sports bar, but there was- 
n’t much time for it any- 
way as delegates ate on 
the run between endless 
negotiating sessions. 

By contrast, 

Rambouillet castle, which 
looks out over woods and 
canals where swans pad- 
dle silently, is a jewel 
placed along an ancient 
route between Versailles 
and Chartres. 

Conference halls include 
the Council of Ministers 
Room, graced by 18th 
century red-and-gold 
Gobelins tapestries, and 
another gallery lined with 
red and grey Languedoc 
marble. 


The dining room and 
drawing rooms have glit- 
tering chandeliers recall- 
ing candle-light balls and 
hunting parties thrown by 
the aristocrats toppled by 
the 1789 revolution. 

Continually improved 
over the centuries, the cas- 
tle was lavishly refur- 
bished by King Louis XVI 
in the 1780s after his wife 


Marie-Antoinette sniffed 
that it was a “Gothic toad 
hole". 

Napoleon stayed here in 
1815, after his defeat at 
Waterloo, and French 
presidents claimed it as a 
summer retreat by the end 
of the 1 9th century. 
General Charles de Gaulle 
ordered the final march on 
Nazi-occupied Paris from 


the castle in 1944. 

In 1975, President 
Valeiy Giscard d’Estaing 
hosted a summit fireside 
chat about the world econ- 
omy which evolved into 
the annual meetings of the 
Group of Eight — the 
U.S., Japan. Germany, 
France, Britain, Italy, 
Canada and Russia. 

Although the chateau 


has its own extensive wine 
cellar, the cuisine will be 
handled exclusively by 
President Jacques 

Chirac’s Elysee Palace in 
Paris. 

Chefs, servers, wine and 
food will all be moved to 
the chateau from Paris to 
ensure the best service 
France can provide during 
the talks, chateau staff say. 



Picture dated Oct 1975 showing the 14tb century Rambouillet castle, an official residence of French presidents 
near Paris and the venue for the first summit of the Group of Seven major industrial powers in November 1975. 
The Kosovo peace conference, to open here Feb. 6, will combine direct talks and mediation by a trio of diplomats, 
with the foreign ministers of six countries on hand to intervene in case the talks hit deadlock (AFP photo) 
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Carrying the torch 

JORDANIANS SPENT yesterday and last 
night glued to their television screens 
switching from one TV station to another to 
hear news about their beloved King 
Hussein. Many braved the cold weather 
conditions and lined up at the gates of A1 
Hussein Medical Centre offering prayers 
for the King and country. Meanwhile news 
agencies, world television stations, and 
journalists from over the world descended 
on Amman to relay news about the King's 
health. Journalists as far as Latin America 
were calling their colleagues in Amman for 
a updates on the King's health and insights 
about the country's future. 

Jordanians of course have genuine reasons 
to be concerned. Only two weeks ago they 
were out in the streets in the hundreds of 
thousands to celebrate the King's home- 
coming after he returned home from six 
months of treatment for cancer. Only one 
week after that they saw him board his 
plane once more and head back to the Mayo 
Clinic, suffering a relapse of cancer. And 
then yesterday they saw glimpses of the 
ambulance that carried him from the Queen 
Alia Airport to A1 Hussein Medical Centre. 

Jordanians trust His Majesty's choice of 
HRH Prince Abdullah as heir to the 
Throne. They put trust in the King's deci- 
sion to ensure their security and prosperity 
as they have on so many occasions in the 
past But Jordanians, who grew up with the 
King and who have known no other leader, 
are also very saddened that a life’s journey 
is about to end. 

Meanwhile the interest that the world 
media has shown in the King and Jordan is 
a reflection of the stature the King achieved 
for himself as an active player on the 
Middle East scene. Not only is he the longest 
serving leader in the region, the King, and 
Jordan, have played a crucial role at all 
junctures in this region starting from the 
moment he assumed his powers in 1952. 
Thus it is no wonder that the most fre- 
quently asked question put by foreign jour- 
nalists has been what will Jordan look like 
after King Hussein. 

The answer they heard from Jordanians of 
all walks of life is that Jordan will continue 
to be the stable country it has been and that 
they will all be working to carry’ the torch 
that His Majesty has been carrying for the 
past 47 years. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra'i's Khairallah Khairallah said Israeli Prime 
‘Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and his Foreign 
Minister Ariel Sharon sent envoys to the U.S. in order 
to thwart Palestinian National Authority President 
Yasser Arafat’s efforts there. *'B Lbi" did not hesitate 
to instigate religious fundamentalist groups to 
announce their boycott of the breakfast, which was 
attended by President Bill Clinton and Arafat, said 
Khairallah. With clear and effective Jordanian sup- 
port. including efforts to establish agreements 
between Israel and the PNA. the Palestinian success 
is now obvious in the U.S. The importance of Arafat's 
attendance at the breakfast is that the ceremony 
included Clinton himself and 3500 American and 
international personalities. In other words, said Lhe 
writer, the Palestinian people's representative has 
become acceptable lo the U.S. institutions, which, in 
the end. dominate the country. Khairallah hoped that 
some Palestinian groups, which, he said, might serve 
Israel's Likud, did not exist at this stage. 

A1 Dustnur's Ali Safadi said the last thing that the 
government should discuss is the two-day holiday as 
there are many important issues that concern citizens. 
It the government considers that the subject comes 
under administrative reform, it should not be a prior- 
ity in this regard, added Safadi. Developing and acti- 
vating administrative legislation and structure and 
ridding them ot corruption in order to achieve effi- 
ciency in harmony with the people and lhe leadership 
must be the government's top priority, he said. A 
comprehensive review of the national march requires 
the government to rush to solve unemployment, 
poverty, economic depression and other crisis, the 
writer stated. 


U.S. half-baked plan could be disaster 


THOUGH SADDAM HUSSEIN 
does not enjoy much popularity 
with his own Iraqi people, nor 
among Arab heads of states in the 
region adjacent to Iraq, the recent 
attempts to rally Arab help to top- 
ple him is bound to fail. It has 
become evident that the United 
States has a serious problem in 
dealing with the Middle East. It 
takes the Arabs for granted and 
where that is not possible, adopts 
scare tactics. Sometimes it works, 
sometimes it doesn't Weil, this 
time around, it is not working. It 
will not work because the LT.S. is 
trampling over Arab sensitivities. 
In addition, the U.S. seeks to cre- 
ate more fait accompli in the Gulf 
region that will clear the ground 
for whatever actions, drafted by 
American strategists in any even- 
tuality, and that includes replac- 
ing any Arab regime at will. 
Hence. Washington's determined 
campaign to secure the support of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries and others in 
U.S. efforts to topple Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

But Washington has run into 
resistance from the region. All the 
countries which Martin Indyk. 
Washington’s pointman in the 
ongoing effort to oust Saddam, 
visited in the Gulf on his latest 
tour, indicated they oppose the 
use of force and are in no mood to 


support the U.S.-led campaign. 
Such a position is definitely not a 
reflection of a great admiration or 
love for the Iraqi leader, who has 
indeed alienated them by address- 
ing the masses and calling’ for 
their overthrow, but stems from 
the consequences of such a cam- 
paign plus an overriding compas- 
sion for the people of Iraq. The 
press rose to speak up against the 
campaign where government 
leaders sought to express their 
position in private. Either way, 
there can be no mistake in recog- 
nising the message: Yes. the 
countries of the region can do 
without Saddam in power in 
Baghdad, but they do not want the 
U.S. to do the honours. All 
changes in Baghdad should be. as 
King Hussein has often reaf- 
firmed, initiated and carried out 
by the people of Iraq, not the U.S. 
military “ or any American proxy. 

The U.S. argument that it would 
□ot be directly involved in the 
effort does not hold water. After. 
alL is it no secret that Washington 
is sitting on S97 million (why just 
that figure, why not SI 00 million) 
dedicated to toppling Saddam. 
Rather a cheap operation, given 
that the U.S. collected about $60 
billion to end the Iraqi occupation 
of Kuwait. The U.S. has also 
identified the Iraqi opposition 
groups which are qualified to 


receive chunks of the $97 million. 
If financing groups to undertake 
certain action towards a predeter- 
mined outcome is not direct 
involvement, then what is? 

By now, the world knows that 
none of the so-called Iraqi oppo- 
sition groups, whether in London 
or Damascus or Saudi Arabia or 
Tehran, is capable of bringing 
about real changes in Iraq. None 
of them has the credibility or 
clout needed to carry out the kind 
of changes that Iraq needs: nor 
can the groups come and act 
together with a positive vision for 
the future of their country. It is a 
safe conclusion that they will end 
up divying up the $97 million 
“bounty” and die U.S. will turn to 
the Arabs to produce more money 
for more efforts to topple 
Saddam. 

Indeed, that is judgement and 
conjecture at this point, but it is 
based on the history of similar 
groups in general in the Arab 
World, and Iraqis in particular. In 
any case, that is neither here nor 
there, but one thing is clear the 
U.S. is betting on the wrong horse 
to bring down Saddam. 

But we in Jordan have a special 
reason to oppose the U.S. plan. 
We know that any half-baked plan 
— which is what it is — could 
seriously backfire, igniting more 
chaos in Iraq, and directly affect 


Jordanian 

Perspective 



Dr. Musa Keilani 

its neighbours. And we 
Jordanians can do without having 
any additional burdens placed on 
us as a result of whar might devel- 
op there between Sunnis and 
Shiites. 

There are several valid points 
and reasons behind the Gulf 
region’s rejection of the U.S. 
drive to oust Saddam from power, 
and to install a “democratic gov- 
ernment,” as senior American 
diplomats have put it. First of all. 
allowing the U.S. a free hand to 
do whatever it wants in the region 
will open the door to high-handed 
American action against any 
country in the Gulf or elsewhere 
which does not see eye to eye 
with Washington in any future 


* from Oman that 

V a%e suffering of the Iraqi 
i-InJ” sums up the collective 
people GCC The U.S. team. 

headed bv M^tin Indyk should 
Sfso pick its cue from the fact that 
such a frank and fonhnght staw- 
ment was nor only made by the 
Omani leader, but earned by the 

official media. The net sun, of ho 

emerging picture is of a UniKd 

States concerned more .^out the 
security and stability of the Gult 
than the countries ot the region. 
Washington is not only trying to 
tell the countries of the dangers 
thev face, it is also attempting to 
dictate the means with which rhey 
should confront it. never mmd 
Arab pride and dignity. Adding 
insult to injury, the U.S. is declar- 
ing that it is determined to go 
ahead with its plans regardless of 
what the Arabs think and believe 
in Then whv come to the Arabs 
in’ the first place? To ensure that 
someone ends up paying the bill 
for American-conceived and 
American-implemented opera- 
tions that does not serve Arab 
interests? 




Prayers for His Majesty King Hussein 


To the Editor: 


WOULD YOU please convey to your readers the heart- 
felt sadness my wife and I felt tonight when we heard 
that King Hussein was gravely ill, and was rushed back 
to his country. 

We were so impressed with his recent intervention in 
the Palestinian-Israeli peace talks in Washington. That 
was a rare example of personal and moral courage that 
transcended nationalities. We will pray to our God for 
your King. Our hearts go out to his wife, his family and 
his people. 

Lawrence Connor 
Missouri 
US. 


To the Editor: 

I AM BRITISH living in Belgium. My prayers go out to 
His Majesty Kang Hussein. HM Queen Noor, the Royal 
Family and the people of Jordan. 

Kenneth J. Heselwood 
Belgium 


To the Editor: 

I JUST wanted to express my personal sorrow for the 
news of your beloved King Hussein's condition and to 
offer my prayers on behaif of the Royal Family, the 
Crown Prince Abdullah and the people of Jordan. 

Marshall H. Masse ng ale 
Atlanta, Georgia 
UJS. 


To the Editor: 

WE ALL pray for a miracle for your wonderful King 
truly a great person as well as a great king. 

The Windsors 
U.S. 


To the Editor: 

I AM sitting here at 1:30 am Friday, February 5. 1999 
praying fervently for His Majesty King Hussein and his 
family. He is the greatesr man I have ever met in my 
entire life. My heart bleeds for those who have been 
touched by his life, but especially for Abir, HRH 
Princess Haya and HRH Prince Ali — the children I was 
honoured to care for from September 1977 through May 
of 1 980. 1 send my love 

to you and my prayers for your broken hearts this day. 
I await news of His Majesty's condition, yet I’m left 
wondering. My memories of my days in Amman are 
some of the most precious days of my life. His Majesty 
treated me as one of the family. He taught me so much 
— tolerance, kindness, respect for all human beings. He 
taught me how to see the world from his eyes, and how 
to humble myself to such a world. He honoured me with 
his trust to care for his sweet children who I think of and 
miss daily. May God be with you all in this time of great 
sorrow, and may He hold you close to give you strength 
to face the coming days. 

My Sincerest Love and Sympathy, 

Gayle M. Van Alstyne (Basaraba) 


To the Editor 

PLEASE ACCEPT the warmest thoughts and prayers of 
an ordinary American citizen for a speedy recovery for 
your leader. King Hussein. I bold King Hussein in the 
highest regard, as I believe many Americans do. and 1 
believe that history will recognise him as one of the 
truly great men of the 20th century. While we may 
belong to different cultures and be products of different 
heritages, I feel that all of us have benefited greatly by 
the gift of his life and career. I sincerely hope that ali 
men of good conscience will study his life and strive to 
follow his example for many years to come. While I am 
sure I cannot feel the depths of your grief at this time, I 
do share much of your sadness over his grave condition. 
It is a sign of his greatness. I believe, that we realise 
how much we will miss him. 

William Wilson 
US. 


To the Editor: 

IT IS with deep grief that I hear about King Hussein’s 
failing health. He is a very warm and likeable person. 
My deepest sympathies goes out to his family, and if it 
may cast a ray of hope, my father survived a similar ill- 
ness. 

Lennart Andresen 
Julius Blomsgade 10 
2200 Copenhagen N 
Denmark 


To the Editor: 

AS A RESIDENT of Rochester, Minnesota, I wanted to 
pass along my deepest sympathy to the Hussein family 
and indeed the country of Jordan. Please know that we 
too love your King and greatly enjoyed his presence in 
our homeland. He is, was, and always will be known as 
a great leader, a great statesman, and a great husband 
and father. We viewed him as a man who dearly loved 
peace. My deepest thanks to Jordan for sharing some of 
their light with me and my family. May God’s face shine 
down upon him. 

Jeff Swertfeger 
Rochester 
US. 


To the Editor 

I WISH to express my concerns over the health of Your 
Majesty. King Hussein, and to let you know that we 
here in the United States of America, are praying for 
him. 

We hope the pain and suffering he has endured will be 
reduced, and that the people will pause to their creator, 
and ask for strength in prayers for the King. 

Gary Walters 
Buffalo, New York 
US. 


To the Editor 

I HEARD on the news that your great and honourable 
King is coming home to five his last days with the ones 
he loves. I wanted to have a way of letting him know 
that 1 have always thought of him as a great and loving 
leader amongst a world of “not so greats.” I have lis- 
tened to his saneness and reasonableness since my 
teenage years and have felt great respect. He should be 
proud of all he has accomplished and hold his head high 
when he meets his God. He will be blessed and accept- 
ed and will sit alongside the greats of all time; Martin 
Luther King, Mother Theresa, and others. 

Terry Harosky 

US. 


To the Editor: 

I OFFER my deepest sympathy and prayers for His 
Majesty King Hussein. At 44 years of age I have always 
followed King Hussein with great interest and admira- 
tion. My prayers are with his family and the wonderful 
people of Jordon. 

Mark N Kilbora 
Mobile, Alabama 
US. 


To the Editor: 

I HAVE been reading news flashes on the precarious 
condition of King Hussein, and I wish to express my 
deep regret at his present medical condition. I am not a 
history expert by any means, but any American of adult 
age must know from the media coverage over the years 
of the importance on the world political scene of this 
man. He always seemed to play a very judicious, bal- 
ancing role in your region, being a person of great intel- 
ligence, wisdom, personal character, and strength. The 
world will rarely find the like of him again. 

Daniel Scott Smith 
PO Box 457 
SL Peters, PA 19470 
websmith@beOatlantic.net 


Strength in 
stability 





Compiled by 
Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Columnists lost week comment- 
ed on His Majesty King 
Hussein's decision to change 
his successor. 

THE STATE RUN Jordan 
news agency, Petra, quoted 
the Arab politician Abdul 
Hadi Abu Taleb in an article 
published in the London 
based newspaper, “The 
Middle East,” commenting 
on King Hussein’s decision 
to replace HRH Prince 
Hassan and appoint HRH 
Crown Prince Abdullah as 
heir to the Throne 
King Hussein 
created Jordan 
in its modern 
form, said 
Abu Taleb. 
and after 
great efforts 
and much 
pressure he 
was able to \<v 
unify its peo- v * 
pie, who believe . . 
that his presence is 
the only guarantee of the 
country's stability and conti- 
nuity. The King's decision to 
remove Prince Hassan was 
prompted by emotional as 
well as constitutional incen- 
tives. which probably, 
according to Abu Taleb. is 
the reason observers and 
sympathisers worry about 
the Kingdom's future. The 
wony becomes more justi- 
fied in view of the fact that 
the decision was a surprise 
to everybody. Few people, a 
few weeks ago, would have 
expected anyone but Prince 
Hassan as heir to the Throne. 
Another reason for the con- 
cern lies in the King's letter 
to Prince Hassan in which he 
informed his brother of his 
wish. The letter apparently 
touched a sensitive issue: the 
solidarity of the Roval 
Family, Abu Taleb said. The 
sudden change coincides 
with a very critical period in 
Jordan's history: the King's 

deteriorating health, 
claimed. But. the 
deserves the fullest 
after spending his entire life 
struggling to keep Jordan as 
highly rated as it is amon« 
international society in the 
46 years His Majesty has 
raled. said Abu Taleb. Those 
4b years can be likened to 
the Kings own life: Both the 
country and the leader grew 
together. The maturity of 
Jotdanisomi^ reflection 
of the king s maturity, said 

wn t „. King ^ 

built Jordan from nothin*- 
^ b y hou «. neighbour- 

nei £hbourhood. 

street by street and minisirv 
Tlie King and 
the people have lived toceth- 
er for around half a cemurv 
The Mng was the brotheV 

£e so n and the father to a i 
J^damans; he knows their 
history, their needs and their 

added the wrh£? 
monarchy, the throne ^ 
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automatically transferred to 
the King's son and that is 
what Hfs Majesty did. He 
behaved in accordance with 
his constitutional powers, 
said the political analyst. 
The writer argued that 
Jordan is a unified country 
which will not be ihreatened 
by the King's wish and the 
appointment of his eldest 
son. said Abu Taleb. If 
Crown Prince Abdullah fol- 
lows in his father's steps he 
will continue to maintain the 
miracle his father achieved, 
predicted the writer. The 
King's decision should be a 
the start of a new era fur 
Jordan, said Abu Taleb. 
The writer praised 
Prince Hassan 
for obeying 
the King and 
receiving 
his elder 
brother's 
.■ ■ order like u 
; • soldier. a 
soldier, 
however, who 
should not dis- 
appear: his coun- 
try needs the experi- 
ence he obtained during 34 
years as crown prince. 

AI Arab Al Yawm’s Abdul 
Rahim Malhus said 
Jordanians were worried by 
the King decision to replace 
Prince Hassan by Crown 
Prince Abdullah because the 
decision was unexpected. 
For 34 years Jordanians 
were assured by the King's 
repeated statements that 
Prince Hassan was heir to 
ihe Throne, but suddenly, 
and for reasons still not 
clear, the King decided to 
appoint Prince Abdullah as 
hi.s successor, said the writer. 
Jordanians are not worried 
about the succession to the 
Throne as much as they are 
worried about the King’s 
health, said the writer and 
added that they are con- 
cerned about rearranging the 
Jordanian house not the 
Hashemite family. 

Jordanians expect outside 
attempts to destabilise the 

country, but they believe that 
ultimately Jordan wifi win 
the battle because Jordan’s 
uture and stability concerns 

[? ? J y x« ir !? uemial entries, 

‘ ^ Malltas. Jordanians are 

ah ° Ul Problems 
hich may occur from with- 
in the Jordanian family not 
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f Children of Iran’s revolution want freedom and work 
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By Kaveh Basmenji 

RfU/er.f 

THEY TOPPLED Iran’s last monarch 
they seized the U.S. embassy in 
Tehran, but 20 years on. the children 
of the Islamic revolution are demand- 
ing reforms from the moderate presi- 
dent they elected. 

In a Tehran amusement hall mn by a 
state- affiliated foundation, youths 
swarm around screens to play the lat- 
est L.S. and Japanese computer 
games. Outside, workers are erecting 
arches decked with ureen leaves and 
colourful lights for 10 days of celebra- 
tions marking the February II. 1979, 
revolution. 

“We read about the shah and the rev- 
• olution in our school books, but we 
have other things on our minds. We 
want to be left alone and to have fun. 
Is that too much to ask?" asks Man- 
dana, an IS-year-oId girl, queuing at a 
Tehran cinema. 

The demands of the young genera- 
tion, not bom when the revolution top- 
pled the pro-Westem Shah Moham- 
mad Reza Pahlavi. are cause for major 


concern for the custodians of a system 
heralded by the late Ayatollah Ruhol- 
lah Khomeini under the slogan of 
"independence, freedom, Islamic 
republic” 

More than half of Iran’s 60 million 
people are under 25. including 24 mil- 
lion at schools and universities. 

At a time of economic hardship and 
political uncertainty, many of the 
young people raise demands for edu- 
cation. social freedom, jobs, housing 
and easy marriage. 

"The Islamic republic is trying to 
harness a tremendous energy. The 
youth cannot remember anything 
about the shah and do not care about 
the old days, but they carry the her- 
itage of unfulfilled dreams of previous 
generations,” said Mohammad Qaed, 
publisher of the educational monthly 
Lowh. 

Disillusioned with the policies of the 
conservative clerical establishment, 
the youth played a vital role in the 
1997 election "victory of Mohammad 
Khatami, who promised to attend to 
their needs. And they have so far sup- 
ported Khatami despite his limited 


powers in carrying out his reforms. 

The sheer numbers of young people 
and strict social restrictions imposed 
on them pose a serious problem for 
any establishment, said social scientist 
Abbas Mokhber. 

“If a fundamental solution is not 
found for their needs, the society 
could be seriously disrupted," 
Mokhber said. 

Khatami has said repeatedly that it is 
essential to relax restrictions on Iran- 
ian youth if they are to be attracted to 
religion and safeguard the Islamic 
republic. 

'The youth are standing firm on 
their votes and have not rumed their 
back on Khatami despite economic 
problems. But to what extent? That 
remains to be seen," Qaed said. 

Iranian youngsters are caught in the 
crossfire between traditionalism and 
globalisation, social scientists say. 

Official education and state media 
try to keep them in line with revolu- 
tionary values in the face of a Western 
“cultural invasion” which is trans- 
forming their lives. 

Students are called on to join the 
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Beirut shops flaunt pirated software 
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By Nayla Razzouk 

Age nee France Presse 

THE WORST thing about the unabated 
widespread use of pirated computer 
software in Lebanon is thaz people do 
not realise that they are doing some- 
thing wrong. 

Legally speaking, they may not be. 

Until long-awaited new anti-piracy 
legislation is enacted, up to 40,000 
pirated software disks wifi continue to 
be shipped to Lebanon from the Far 
East and Eastern Europe every month 
without breaking Lebanese copyright 
law. 

Legal expens here say that the 1924 
law is “very vague" making it impossi- 
ble to take legal action against software 
pirates in Lebanon, where about 95 per 
cent of all software is thought to be 
copied. 

Pirate versions of software pro- 
grammes, whose originals cost any- 
thing from $400 to $4,000, are shame- 
lessly on display at computer retail out- 
lets bn every Beirut street comer at a 
price of less than S10. 

Computer engineers also buy cheap 
computer parts' from Asian countries 
enabling them to sell locally-assembled 
computers equipped with a wide range 
or" unlicensed free software at the bar- 
gain-basement price of SI. 000. 

"Such a set-up would cost about 

4,000 dollars elsewhere. Lebanon is a 
paradise of pirated software, as nearly 
every home, company, bank and gov- 
ernment institution is using unlicensed 
products.” said a visiting foreign com- 


puter expert. 

“But what hurts the industry most is 
that nobody feels guilty. People don’t 
know that they are doing something 
wrong, ” said Ziad Mughrabi, owner of 
one of the leading Lebanese Internet 
proriders, Destination. 

“One woman even had the nerve to 
complain that she wanted a cheaper 
version of a programme — which 
should cost 900 dollars — when she 
was asked for 15!” said a computer 
software dealer. 

Disgruntled members of the informa- 
tion technology community are eagerly 
waiting for parliament to pass an 
amendment to the outdated copyright 
law that would finally give it some 
teeth; 

The new bill is expected to stipulate 
jail sentences of between one month 
and three yeans and fines of between 

500,000 Lebanese pounds (S333) and 
50 million Lebanese pounds (S33.333) 
for software piracy, an official at the 
ministry of economy said. 

The draft law was approved in 
November by the joint parliamentary 
commissions after three years of delib- 
eration and many hope it will finally be 
ratified by parliament in its February 
session. 

So far the only visible lobbying 
efforts for software protection have 
come from the United States, through 
its embassy, visiting officials and com- 
puter companies — mainly Microsoft 

‘The embassy continues to lobby- 
senior Lebanese government officials 
on behalf of U.S. companies who 


report piracy and infringement, and has 
coordinated with the Lebanese govern- 
ment and Washington to allow U.S. 
experts to provide input on the new leg- 
islation,” said a U.S. embassy report 

"If Lebanon eventually joins the 
World Trade Organisation, as it plans, it 
will have to (adopt) effective legislation 
and enforcement of intellectual proper- 
ty rights protections.” said the report 
published on the Internet 

But reports about the new law have 
raised fears that computer use in 
Lebanon will decline, leading to unem- 
ployment and encouraging the estab- 
lishment of local pirate factories which 
would deal a blow to a fast-growing 
new local software development indus- 
try. 

Many newspapers and even MPs 
have also warned that drastic measures 
against software piracy will provoke a 
"scientific and cultural catastrophe" 
which will mainly hit the younger gen- 
eration in Lebanon where the minimum 
monthly salary remains S200. 

“We "know that clamping down on 
piracy would be beneficial for 
Lebanon's reputation anti the inflow of 
foreign investment, but ironically it was 
piracy which helped develop the com- 
puter industry' in Lebanon in the first 
place.” said an expert. 

The irony of the situation is best 
summed up by a poster at the entrance 
of one of the largest stores on busy 
Hamra street proudly selling more than 

100,000 pirated programmes, which 
warned; "Ii is not just wrong to use 
unauthorised software, it’s a crime." 
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Basij. a paramilitary organisation 
under the umbreUa of the Revolution- 
ary Guards, which aims to safeguard 
the revolution against "enemies.” 

"We will continue the path of our 
Imam f Khomeini). We will not let the 
West’s cultural onslaught take over 
and dilute our Islamic principles,” said 
Amir Hossein, a 16-year-old Basij 
member. 

But many young people enjoy easy, 
albeit illegal, access to pirate videos of 
Hollywood's latest productions, tapes 
of pop and rock music and Western 
satellite television. 

Boys and girls who ardently follow 
and try to emulate heavy metal or rap 
music groups now stroll together in 
the capital's shopping mails or parks. 
Under Khatami, they are less afraid of 
being arrested for flouting the ban on ' 
the contact between unmarried cou- 
ples or the Islamic dress code for 
women. 

Many of the '‘modem” youngsters 
also take active part in traditional reli- 
gious rituals such as the Ashura pro- 
cessions commemorating the mar- 
tyred Shi'ite Imam Hussein. 


While some traditionalist clerics 
have derided the youth’s demand for 
freedom as a manifestation of sexual 
drives provoked by Western cultural 
influences, other conservatives have 
blamed the establishment for neglect- 
ing the needs of the youngsters. 

“Tell the authorities to pay attention 
to the plight of the 20-year-old youths 
of the revolution. The youth are treat- 
ed harshly no matter what they do ” a 
youngster wrote to a paper. 

"If they are politically active and 
support the president, this causes them 
problems, and if they are indifferent 
and spend their time having fiin. they 
are estranged in another way. What are 
they to do then?” Although the 
demands of young people have politi- 
cal implications in Iran's tense fac- 
tional battleground, many agree that 
their motivations are anything but 
political. 

While hundreds of thousands of 
youths poured into the streets to cele- 
brate the victory of Iran’s soccer team 
over the United States in the World 
Cup last summer, the most heated pro- 
Khatami rallies draw just a few thou- 


sand people. 

The authorities have warned against 
the danger of drugs among the youth, 
and the state television continually 
broadcasts anti-drugs clips, soap 
operas and panel discussions. 

Officials put the number of drug 
addicts at 1.2 million, but an anti- 
AIDS campaign group said recently 
the actual number was closer to 3.6 
million, including 260,000 school- 
children. 

Unemployment, particularly among 
the educated, is a major cause of 
worry for the young. The official 
unemployment rate is 11 per cent, but 
analysts say it is actually much higher. 

‘Today virtually everyone can enter 
universities, but there are not enough 
jobs for graduates,” Qaed said. 

Analysts say the only solution to the 
multi-dimensional problem of Iranian 
youth is a democratic approach. 

‘Taking them into account and ask- 
ing for their help, lifting unnecessary 
restrictions and make them feel like 
they belong 1 to this country and not 
treat them as strangers, because the 
future is theirs ” Mokhber said. 


Iraq’s ex-PoWs struggle 
to rebuild their lives 


By Tanya Willmer 

Agence France Presse 

KHADUM FADEL says he was 
reborn die day he crossed the border 
back into Iraq, painfully thin and 
trembling after 16 long years in a 
prison camp in northern Iran. 

T cannot describe the feelings. It’s 
as if I had died and was given anoth- 
er life,” said FadeL, whose shock of 
silver-grey hair makes him look 
much older than his 42 years. 

"It was like a dream. Every year 
they told us you will return ro Iraq, 
the’ next year it was the same story. 
For years we waited for our freedom, 
to see our families again ” 

He was among almost 5,600 Iraqi 
prisoners who returned home in an 
exchange with Iranian authorities in 
April — almost 10 years after the 
ceasefire ended the bloody conflict 
between the two neighbours. 

Fadel, a reservist who went to war 
as a driver, struggled to remember 
fragmented details of his ordeal. 

Tt was a terrible time, miserable- 
little food, and often very cold. 
Sometimes we were chained up. The 
camp was surrounded by barbed wire 
and mines.” 

His return was traumatic and con- 
fused. He was underfed, suffering 
rheumatism and a stomach inflam- 
mation, and Baghdad had changed so 
much since 1982 that at first he did- 
n’t recognise his own neighbour- 
hood. 

But five months ago, Fadel married 
Suad, who had waited 16 years for 
her fiance's return. 

A mechanic by trade, he has also 
since returned to the ramshackle 
Baghdad car repair yard where he 
used to work. 

Nowadays he does little more than 
tinker, as he tries to survive on the 


130,000 dinars ($70) the government 
paid him as his army salary for 16 
years. 

More than 90,000 Iraqi and Iranian 
PoWs have been repatriated since the 
end of tiie 1980- 1988 war, but the 
issue remains a key stumbling block 
between the two, with both sides 
arguing over the number of its 
nationals still captive. 

Baghdad says 20,000 Iraqi PoWs 
are in Iranian jails, while Iran claims 
at least 5,000 of its soldiers are still 
in Iraq. 

“It’s the forgotten conflict,” rued 
Daniel Duvillard, deputy head of the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross, which supervises the repatria- 
tion process and occasionally acts as 
mediator. 

“It’s very long process, but even if 
it's a few hundred at a time it's a pos- 
itive step” he said, adding‘that for 
many returnees another ordeal was 
only just beginning; to rebuild their 
lives in their sanctions-hit country. 

Iraq has a grandiose memorial to 
the war which claimed hundreds of 
thousands of lives on both sides: an 
esplanade straddled at each end by 
soaring arches made of swords 
gripped by the hands of Saddam 
Hussein, and iron nets containing 
thousands of battered and bullet- 
scarred Iranian helmets. 

Iranian helmets are also implanted 
into the road .“so everyone must walk 
over them or drive over them," said a 
soldier on duty at the site. 

Khalad Al Saadi, chairman of 
Iraq’s parliamentary human rights 
committee, said repatriation of war 
veterans and their welfare was a key 
concern of the government. 

He said returning servicemen 
received "gifts" from the president, 
along with their accumulated 
salaries. But he declined to say how 


much aid was banded out 

The last handover of Iraqi PoWs 
was on December 16. with around 
200 Iraqis returning just as U.S. and 
British forces launched their four- 
day Desert Fox air war on the coun- 
try. 

Satar Jaber. who served as a regular 
soldier, also has the date of his 
release etched 00 his memory. “I was 
bom anew on August 24, 1990. That 
was the date of my return to Iraq and 
now it's my birthday.” 

The 40-year-old, bell captain at 
Baghdad's Sagman Hotel, was 
released in the first major prisoner 
exchange since the war, after being 
held captive for eight years in a tent 
camp in a mountainous region of 
northeast Iran. 

"We ate only a little, some rice, no 
meat, and a small piece of bread, that 
was all for a day. We had no shoes 
and in the winter it was freezing. The 
• snow was more than a metre (three 
feet) deep, enough to cover half a 
man, and we tried to make paths dig- 
ging out the snow with our plates,” 
he said. 

“When they punished me. I pre- 
tended it was a gift, a medal, that’s 
how I got through it. And even after 
all that time, I always knew we 
would return, but we had no news of 
the outside, no radio and we didn't 
even know when the war was over.” 

But Jaber said life under sanctions 
was little better. “The Iranians put a 
sort of blockade on us, gave their 

40,000 Iraqi prisoners a little to eat, 
some clothes, some medicine,” he 
said. 

“Now I see the same blockade but 
from the direction of the United 
States and Britain, and this time it's 
not just against me, but all the people 
are suffering here, especially chil- 
dren.” 


New Iranian designers struggle to 
keep up with European fashion 




By Mehrdad Balali 

Agence France Presse 

BEHIND AN austere facade tucked 
away in a garden in Tehran’s northern 
suburbs, two young designers ny to keep 
up with the latest European trends for a 
growing clientele of wealthy and fashion- 
conscious Iranians. 

Like many others in the business. 
Shokuh and Fbruzan Zavieh find them- 
selves working under difficult conditions 
and ny to keep their operations dienset in 
a country ruled by an Islamic government 
hostile to Western trends. 

The showroom where the two sisters 
show off their new winter collection is 
open only to female customers even 
though they' offer ready-to-wear designs 
for men as well as women. 

And the workshop behind where some 
30 tailors turn out their designs is segre- 
gated by sex in accordance with Islamic 
morals. 

But with the meagre means at their dis- 
posal, the two women endeavour to pro- 
duce the most sophisticated haute cou- 
ture. 

In a country where sexy images of 
women are forbidden, the designers’ only 
exposure to the international world of 
fashion is through magazines they sneak 
into the country on their return from for- 
eign trips or secure on the black market 
here. 

Some designers take greater risks and 
hook up to a European fashion channel 
through satellites, which are banned in 
the Islamic republic. 

Admirably, most manage to keep up 


with the latest trends, which coupled with 
their low prices, has even earned some of 
them clients in Europe and America. 

The Zaviehs said they had established 
contacts in New York, San Francisco and 
Montreal to distribute a limited quantity 
of their designs. 

Ironically, the new generation of talent- 
ed fashion designers emerged after the 
1979 Islamic revolution, when the 
authorities imposed a dress code for 
women and banned the import of luxury 
items, which they see as a symbol of 
upper class vanity. 

But the regulations have done lhzle to 
stem Iranians’ love for fashion. 

Although women are obliged to com- 
ply with the dress code in public and wear 
a long overcoat and scarf!, they leap at the 
opportunity to flaunt their taste for 
clothes at private house parties. 

Many fashion-conscious women even 
make a point of modifying the obligatory 
cloak in a way thai makes a class or cul- 
tural statement and sets them apart from 
the traditional classes and their black 
chadors. 

Shadi Parand, another young designer, 
says she is constantly challenged by the 
demand here for the latest Paris fashions. 

"Upper middle class Iranians have a 
more sophisticated taste for fashion than 
the middle classes in America or Europe," 
says Parand, who studied haute couture 
marketing in Paris and worked for four 
years ar a design room manufacturing 
firm inNewYorii 

“Many teenagers bom after the revolu- 
tion have a better eye for European fash- 
ion than the previous generation,” she 


Parand's line of avant-garde ready-to- 
wear could be presented at any hip chain 
store in London or Los Angeles. For her 
outer garments for public wearing, she 
may not feel free to indulge in extrava- 
gant decor, but she manages to apply the 
latest cut in fashion and make them keep 
their original allure. 

The election in May 1997 of moderate 
President Mohammad Khatami has led to 
a more tolerant atmosphere, with the offi- 
cial media now openly discussing young 
people’s infatuation with Western trends, 
although often disapprovingly. 

‘■‘Unfortunately, our young people have 
become a slave to Western fashion,” Kar- 
Kargar newspaper said recently. “They 
try to keep up with tbe latest trends at all 
costs.” 

But the paper acknowledged that “one 
cannot deny and suppress die desire for 
fashionable trends," and advised the 
authorities to seek instead to “channel 
their tastes according to traditional stan- 
dards.” 

At least one dress-maker here is trying 
to do just that with her colourful ethnic 
designs borrowed from illustrations from 
classical poetry and rural fashion. But 
Maryam Mahdavi’s ideas of replacing 
popular jeans with free-flowing Kurdish- 
style pants and Man-style loose-hang- 
ing outfits appeal more to the exotic tastes 
of the middle-aged upper class than to the 
young. 

“Many young people make fun of ray 
designs and think they are old-fashioned. 
Most people are after Western fashion,” 
she acknowledged ruefully. 
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ILO official says Mideast 
employment outlook grim 


BEIRUT (R) — Tumbling 
oil prices will hike already 
high unemployment levels 
in Arab countries this year 
and pressure governments 
to rethink their economic 
policies, an International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) 
official warned Thursday. 

Samir Radwan. director 
of the ILO's development 
department said jobless- 
ness ranged between eight 
and 25 per cent and was set 
to rise as the labour- 
absorbing Gulf states feel 
the crunch of lower oil rev- 
enues. 

“The effect the drop in oil 
prices will have on labour 
is serious and the biggest 
challenge for the region is 
how to respond to it" Rad- 
wan told Reuters in an 
interview. 

“Oil kept the economies 
of the Gulf going and got 
them used to a certain stan- 
dard of living, which 
involved importing large 
numbers of foreign labour- 


ers ” he said 

Analysts forecast a tough 
year ahead for Gulf stares 
reeling from the lowest 
crude prices in over 20 
years. Crude exports 
account for 75 per cent of 
the Gulf's income and 
many nations, including oil 
giant Saudi Arabia, have 
announced spending cuts. 

Several oil economies are 
replacing migrant labour 
with locals to cut their own 
unemployment levels, a 
move Radwan called a 
"historical mistake.” 

“In many cases, the locals 
are not as qualified as their 
predecessors and this will 
eventually backfire on the 
economy." he said. “The 
United States was built by 
migrant labour. Our prob- 
lem in the Arab World is 
that we don’t read history.” 

Austerity measures in die 
Gulf are particularly bad 
news for Egypt- Syria and 
the Palestinian territories 
where migration is a safety 


valve for the overflowing 
labour market and remit- 
tances provide a major 
source of hard currency. 

“These countries already 
have high unemployment 
rates and high population 
growth rates. They won’t 
witness an avalanche of 
returnees, as the Gulf 
Arabs will not sink to the 
level of doing certain jobs, 
but thousands will come 
back," Radwan said. 

The Egyptian ILO offi- 
cial said Middle Easrern 
economies needed to grow 
at more tban three per cent 
to accommodate the annual 
three per cent increase in 
the labour market, but con- 
ceded it was a difficult 
task. 

The United Nations fore- 
cast gross domestic product 
in the region to increase at 
an average 2.9 per cent this 
year, up from a paltry 0.9 
per cent in 1998. 

“There is a recession in 
the region and the world 


and with Arab populations 
growing at the rate they 
are. it’s near impossible to 
create the thousands of jobs 
needed," Radwan said. 

“But governments must 
factor that in when they 
draft their economic poli- 
cies. The management of 
the economy has to be 
aimed at achieving 
employment-intensive 
growth,” the ILO official 
emphasised. 

Radwan, in Beirut to 
attend a seminar on 
employment in Lebanon, 
said unemployment was 
rife among university grad- 
uates and criticised the 
region's obsession with pri- 
vatisation. 

“Privatisation has unfor- 
tunately become an ideo- 
logical issue instead of one 
of efficiency. Arab govern- 
ments should pursue pri- 
vatisation but keep labour 
levels in mind," he con- 
cluded. 


Clinton sees U.S. economy 
at pinnacle of success 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton said 
Thursday the U.S. economy 
was at “the pinnacle of 
power and success” and 
argued that the country 
should seize the moment to 
grapple with Social Security 
and Medicare. 

Unveiling the annual Eco- 
nomic Report of the Presi- 
dent, Clinton described an 
economy whose health 
could hardly be better, with 
strong growth, low unem- 
ployment, tame inflation, 
rising wages and burgeoning 
federal budget surpluses. 

“Now, on the verge of 
another American century, 
our economy is at the pinna- 
cle of power and success," 
Clinton wrote in the report 
“Now, at this moment of 
great plenty, is precisely the 
time to face the challenges 
of the next century.” 

The report, prepared by 
the president's Council of 
Economic Advisers (CEA). 
repeats Clinton's argument 
for using the vast surpluses 
the White House predicts 
over the next 15 years — 
S4.47 trillion — to shore up 
Social Security and 
Medicare. 

“I implore you ... 1 hope 
you will support our efforts 
to save a substantial portion 
of this surplus until we have 


secured Social Security, sta- 
bilised Medicare and guar- 
anteed low interest rates for 
another 15 years.” Clinton 
said in a speech to business 
people (on) Thursday. 

Social Security, the retire- 
ment income programme 
established in 1935 and 
funded by payroll taxes, is 
expected to go bankrupt in 
2032 and Medicare, a health 
care programme for the 
elderly set up in 1965. will 
begin to run out of money in 
2008. 

In his State of the Union 
speech, Clinton proposed 
devoting 62 per cent of the 
anticipated surpluses to 
Social Security and another 
15 per cent to Medicare. 

The expected U.S. sur- 
pluses are the result of the 
three major deficit-cutting 
agreements in the 1990s as 
well as the remarkably 
strong U.S. economy, which 
at the end of last year was in 
its 93rd month of expansion. 

“This has been an expan- 
sion. we argue, that is not 
only long, but also excellent, 
particularly with respect to 
the record on inflation and 
unemployment," CEA chair 
Janet Yellen told reporters. 

The report repeats the eco- 
nomic forecasts that the 
White House unveiled with 
its new budget proposal on 


Monday, calling for gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
growth of two per cent this 
year and next after last 
year's strong 3.9 per cent 
pace. 

It also forecasts that unem- 
ployment which fell to 4.3 
per cent in December, would 
rise to 4.8 per cent this year 
while inflation, which fell to 
a 12-year low of 1 .6 per cent 
in 1998. would rise to 23 
per cent in 1999. 

White House aides said 
that they were particularly 
pleased that the current 
expansion had begun to 
boost real wages even 
among minority groups 
whose incomes have long 
lagged rises in the rest of the 
work force. 

The officials said that 
there were some risks to 
their forecasts, notably from 
the global financial crisis 
that began in Thailand in 
July 1997 and has since 
spread through East Asia, 
Russia and parts of Latin 
America. 

“Every forecast has risks 
associated with it and ours is 
no different and clearly one 
of the major risks going for- 
ward is the international 
financial situation." said 
Janet Yellen. 

But they also stressed that 
the key factor that has 


derailed other recent eco- 
nomic expansions — a rapid 
rise in inflation — is so far 
absent, suggesting that the 
current expansion may con- 
tinue to roll on. 

While U.S. inflation rose 
by just 1 .6 per cent last year, 
Yellen said that at compara- 
ble stages in the long expan- 
sions of the 1960s and the 
1980s. it was near five per 
cent and rising. 

“In this expansion infla- 
tion is not only much lower 
at the comparable stage but 
its also been coming 
down,” she said. 

“The need to combat high 
or rising inflation is typical- 
ly in die post-war period 
what has brought expan- 
sions to an end." she added. 
“1 would view that as a rea- 
son to have greater confi- 
dence thai this expansion 
can last and if it lasts 
through February of next 
year it will become the 
longest on record.” 

The longest U.S. expan- 
sion was the 106-month run 
in the 1960s, fuelled in pan 
by the heavy government 
spending on the Vietnam 
war. The current run is the 
second longest expansion 
since records began to be 
kept in 1854. 


Asia scratching for answers to financial crisis 


TOKYO (AFP) — Nine- 
teen months after the Asian 
financial crisis first reared 
its head in Thailand, the 
region is still in the dark 
about when, how and if it 
will recover, analysts say. 

Even if economic indica- 
tors point to a return of 
some growth, notably in 
South Korea and Thailand, 
the highest hurdles have yet 
to be cleared, experts warn, 
pointing to reform of the 
financial system, restoration 
of domestic confidence, and 
winning bock foreign capi- 
tal. 

The former Thai finance 
minister and vice, premier. 
Virabongsa Ramangkura, 
said that his country was an 
example of the region's 
problems, adding he was 
“pessimistic at the moment, 
or at least less optimistic 
than people outside the 
region.” 

“The right question is 
when will we stop sliding 
down.” he added. 

Non-performing loans in 
Thailand's banking system 
accounted for 43 per cent of 
the total at the end of 
December, he told a Tokyo 
conference, titled “Prescrip- 
tion for Recovery of the 
World Economy.” 

“The whole banking sys- 
tem needs recapitalisation 
of more than one trillion 
baht, that is 20 per cent of 
GDP (gross domestic prod- 
uct),” said the Thai official. 
“At the moment the finan- 
cial system has stopped 
functioning.” 

The impact on the real 
economy is severe, he said. 
“Over 80 per cent of our 
businesses are unbankable.” 
said Virabongsa, rendering 
useless huge capital injec- 
tions by the government. 

The problem was know- 
ing “how can we make our 
factories run,” he said, 
adding that they were now 
operating at only 50 per 
cent of capacity. 

“Very little or no attention 
has been paid to the real 
sector," the official said, 
“bul if the private sector is 
recapitalised then the finan- 
cial system can probably 
function again.” Such an 
injection would be equal to 
about another 20 per cent of 
GDP. 

Virabongsa said the whole 
approach to the crisis so far, 
particularly by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, was 
based on the need to restore 
capital inflows. 

“If capital fails to flow in, 
the whole exercise is bound 
to fail," he stressed. 

Toyoo Gyohten. president 
of the Institute for Interna- 
tional Monetary Affairs 
which organised the sympo- 
sium, summed up the 
choice facing countries 
looking to recapitalise their 


banks and businesses. 

They can either raise new 
capital on the private mar- 
ket, allow the government 
to provide capital either 
from borrowings or tax 
money, or rely on either 
public institutions or private 
foreign investors. 

But in the current crisis. 
Gyohten questioned 

whether there was really 
any practical solution other 
than c allin g for finance 
from public foreign institu- 
tions. 

For Joseph Sriglitz, World 
Bank chief economist and 
noted critic of the IMF pre- 
scriptions, “foreign funds 
are really not an essential 
part of die recovery," 
although “they help.” 

On the other hand he 


warned against a chain of 
events leading to a rock- 
bottom sell off of shares. 
This “could be interpreted 
in a way that would be very 
destabilising in the political 
process." 

According to John Lipsky. 
chief economist at Chase 
Manhattan, “domestic capi- 
tal flight was the trigger” 
for the crisis. 

“Ultimately you have to 
restore public confidence, if 
not, foreign capital will 
only finance domestic capi- 
tal flight,” he said 

One of the keys to restor- 
ing confidence is establish- 
ing financial systems wor- 
thy of the name, said 
Deutsche Bank chief econo- 
mist Norbert Walter. 

He recalled that German 


banks sent 8.000 officials 
into the former East Ger- 
many for five years to pro- 
vide the needed expertise 
for the country’s unifica- 

U “That is a lesson that is 
very difficult to accept tor 

many Asian countries.' he 

According to Virabongsa, 
if the Asian countries are 
incapable of living under 
international norms, 

because the political or 
social cost is judged too 
high, “the other alternative 
is to lower standards and 
forget about foreign funds 
coming to bail you out. 

But the price of this solu- 
tion was to “go back to 
where we were 10 years 
ago,” he warned. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Sacred 
observance 
5 Father: Latin 

10 Loony in 
London 

14 Religious 
statue 

15 Liqueur Davor 

16 Celebes ox 

17 Needlessly 
novel 

19 Wage-slave's 
letters 

20 Newsman 
Rather 

21 Source of water 

22 Charm 

24 Saint's glow 

25 False alarm 

26 John Jacob 
and Mary 

29 Completely full 

32 Group of trees 

33 Secular law 

34 Historic period 

35 Carol of Taxi* 

36 OK 

37 Campus grp. 

35 _ on (incite) 

39 Thermos 
inventor 

40 Telegraph code 

41 Greets with 

open arms 

43 Life’s work 

44 "Pomp and 
Circumstance" 
composer 

45 Business 
transaction 

46 Downfall- 
bnnger 

48 Trolley 

49 Showery mo 

52 Old adages 

53 Campus 
common 

56 Dueling sword 

57 Open laces 

58 Algerian port 

59 Obligation 

60 Artist's stand 

81 Irish county 

DOWN 

1 Fruit's 
coat 

2 Concept 

3 Mini-dty 
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By Harvey Chew 

Denvers, MA 

4 Mischievous 
creature 

5 Juries 

6 __-Saxon 

7 Cash drawer 

8 Chin ending? 

9 Editor 

10 Garden trumpet 

11 England, to 
Pierre 

12 Pate de 

gras 

13 ■Hartley 

Labor Act 

18 Oscar, e.g. 

23 Primary 

24 Make a point 

25 More rational 

26 Oft center 

27 Enact 

28 Deceiver's 
creation 

29 Epic tales 

30 Expunge 

31 Library stamp 
33 Cringe In tear 

36 "All Quiet on 
the Western 
Front* author 

37 Fairway shout 
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39 Venetian ruler 

40 Mediterranean 
Island nation 

42 Storage cabinet 

43 Library cubide 

45 ‘Sexy* lady of 
The Beatles 

46 Took advantage 
of 


47 Scruff 

48 Felines 

49 India tourist 
stop 

50 Sports action 

51 Gambling 
msecs 

54 Actress Merkel 

55 de guerre 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF. 



“My pecs, delts, and abs a 
but my lips are in great 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


that scrambled word game 
by Hanri Arnold and Mike Arglrfon 
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Business & Finance 



Aqel says present banking structure in Jordan 
will not be able to face foreign competition 


j ** “THE (JORDANIAN) banking 
sector m ils present structure will 
not be able to face foreign com- 
petition should it opens to the 
outside world because of the 
small size of the banking units 
operating in the Kingdom, their 
limited financial and human 
resources and their inability to 
spend large amounts on trainina 
and technology," said Muflefi 
Aqel. the regional manager at the 
Arab Bank headquarters in 
* Amman. 

In a paper he submitted to a 
workshop held in Amman recent- 
ly about the effect of joining the 
world Trade Organisation (WTO) 
on the Jordanian banking sector, 
Aqel indicated that the “obliga- 
tions which we can provide in 
this regard should be limited 
especially in the area of acquiring 
and managing financial institu- 
tions and tne area of participating 
j in other financial products. 

“During transition periods, we 
should allow the entry of exper- 
tise that we lack and which can 
help in developing the local mar- 
ket,” Aqel said, stressing that we 
should; not be embarrassed from 
exceptions as many countries, 

I including the United States and 
^many European states, have took 
•that step. He was quick to explain 
that he was not opposing the 
j openness drive but rather advo- 
cating a comprehensive strategy 
to optimise the gains from finan- 
cial openness. 

Aqel proposed that such a strat- 




egy could begin through adopting 
a formula to develop financial 
ties on the Arab level. "We can 
exchange the advantages without 
being obliged to provide them to 
countries outside the Arab fold," 
the senior banker said adding that 
that should be besides rearrang- 
ing the internal Jordanian bank- 
ing environment. In this regard, 
he mentioned forming bigger 
units, utilising more advanced 
technologies and more qualified 
management. 

The Arab Bank’s regional man- 
ager emphasised that the global 
drive towards liberalisation and 
economic integration is a com- 
prehensive move that must be 
followed but with the least dam- 
age. However, he said, the com- 
ing openness will have many neg- 
ative effects that will affect tEe 
economies of the developing 
nations which cannot compete 
with large and more capable 
economies of developed states. 

Aqel saw the possibility of for- 
eign institutions collecting local 
savings and investing them in 
their home countries where more 
attractive opportunities and less 
risks exist. Furthermore, the neg- 
ative effects can be in the form of 
opening legal channels to suck 
local savings in favour of foreign 
investments and through influ- 
encing on the efficiency of the 
monetary policies followed as a 
result ot tne liberal climate that 
will be offered to financial insti- 
tutions (AI Ra’i). 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1999 
By Linda C. Blacky Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 lo April 19) You like to 
have things the minute you think of them, but 
pan of your lesson right now is self-disci- 
pline. Its not terrible to have to wait for w hat 
you want. You might deride you don't really 
want it after alL Instead of buying the first 
thing you see. hold onto your money and 
keep topping, . 

TAURL& (April 2Q to May- 20) -You may 
decide to let your partner cany the ball today. 
Looks like the other person will get farther 
than you will. You may be in unfamiliar ter- 
ritory and a little worried about the next 
move. Well, your caution is well advised. 
There are some peculiarities about your situ- 
ation. Becrer let a person with more experi- 
ence take the lead 

GEMESL ( Max 2 1 to June 2 1 ) There’s some 
>on of breakdown or disappointment today 
and you're the one who has to deal with it. 
Even if somebody else is involved, you have 
to make the decision. Plenty of people are 
telling you what to do. but nobody knows 
your situation as well as you do. Listen to 
them, but make the final decision yourself. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) The confu- 
sion is starting to abate and you're becoming 
more focused. It'll soon be apparent what 
needs to be done, and you'll be able to make 
the decision effortlessly. .As long as there’s 
still effort invohed. you know the time isn't 
quite right If you have to wait until tomor- 
row. so be it. Better late than never, in this 
instance. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) Travel doesn’t 
look like a great idea today. That might be 
frustrating initially, but you should warm up 
to the fact once you realise how much you 
can accomplish. Odds are you’ll be feeling 
bold and brassy tonight Again, your best 
place to get exuberant is in the privacy of 
\ our own home, with somebody you love — 
who can keep a secreL 
VIRGO: i August 23 to September 22) Study 
the situation today before you take action. 
Things are not as they appear to be. Dig 
around a linie to get the whole story. You love 
sleuthing. You're very good at solving puz- 
zles. too. today even more than usual. Just 
know that now your hunches are probably 
richi on larcet so follow through on them. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to “Oerober 23) 
You’re in for a bit of a hassle today. Don't get 


pushed into a decision that's not right tor you. 
Your wisest choice is to figure out what's 
going to work best for you and the ones you 
love, and do that no matter what other people 
want you to do. That's important, especially 
if your money is involved. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 21 ) 
You might as well sleep in this morning. 
Later, you’ll get kind of antsy. Your energy 
level will go up and it'll be hard l'or you to sit 
still. There are lots of chores and projects that 
you have in mind, and you'll be a dynamo, 
racing around, gening everything done. Have 
a great time while you're at it! 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 

December 21 ) The earlier you get started on 
a trip this weekend, the better your chances of 
avoiding delays. The longer you hang around 
the house, the more reasons you'll come up 
with to stay there. Could be friends dropping 
in from faraway. If you think that's likely to 
happen, check it out. Don’t assume anything 
today. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January- 
191 You could attend a social gathering today 
that would be good for your career. If you're 
going to be doing business with someone, it 
always helps to build a relationship first in a 
casual setting. If you want to create a rela- 
tionship where there isn’t one. ask for coach- 
ing. Today, learning could be an avenue to 
success for you. 

AQUARIU$: (January 20 to February IS) 
Continue to stretch yourself — mind, body, 
attitude — to take in more and more. You're 
in an expansive phase, so don’t hold back. 
Get uninhibited, at least as much as possible 
within self-defined parameters. Maybe you 
could stretch those parameters, too. Do a lit- 
tle work on that this evening, with the help of 
a good friend. 

PISCES: (February 19 to March 20) This 
w ould be a great w eekend for you to run a 
marathon. You’re full of energy, and you 
want to stretch your barriers, stretch your 
boundaries, stretch your mind, stretch your 
legs, stretch everything. You'll be way in 
from of the pack before you even know whai 
happened. Watch where you're going, how- 
ever. There are hurdles to jump over. 

Birthstone of February: 
Amethvst — Onyx 


Partners sabotage 
shopping sprees, 
says survey 


LONDON (AFP) — Bored 
husbands and fussy women 
are costing stores up to 25 
per cent extra sales by sab- 
otaging their partners’ 
shopping expeditions, 
according to research out 
Friday. 

Men employ favourite 
tricks to escape shopping 
altogether, and both sexes 
annoy each other constantly 
when they do make it out to 
the shops. 

The survey by a retail 
group found that men com- 
plain about traffic or lack of 
parking to avoid going out, 
and sulk about missing 
sport on television or 
appear bored when they do 
eventually go. 

Men also infuriate their 
partners — described as the 
driving force behind most 
shopping trips — by urging 
them to grab the first thing 
and rush to the till. 

Women are liable to study 
every shape, size and colour 
before making their choice, 
and accuse men of wanting 
to buy the cheapest thing on 
offer. 

But women annov their 


partners too, by asking 
questions such as: 

“Does my bum (U.S. bun) 
look too big in this?” and 
then complaining about the 
answer, the survey found. 

They often reach the head 
of the queue and then disap- 
pear, deciding they need 
something else. 

Feminine wiles for cur- 
tailing a tour of men’s 
shops were much more sub- 
tle. the research found. 

Men said their partners 
would complain of tired- 
ness. aching feet and “not 
being well ” or pretend they 
were worried about the 
children or where the car 
was parked. 

Both sexes agreed that 
they would spend as much 
as 25 per cent more in the 
shops than they intended if 
their partners offered more 
supportive advice. 

The survey urged retailers 
to do more to lure reluctant 
shoppers, such as offering 
adult “creches” — “imagi- 
native places where the dis- 
affected partner can be 
parked happily while shop- 
ping goes on.” 
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Mergers seen necessary 
for Lebanon bank growth 


BEIRUT (R) — Merger 
fever is set to sweep 
Lebanon’s financial 
sector as a sluggish 
economy and falling 
interest rates force 
banks to consider con- 
solidation, bankers have 
said. 

They said last month's 
takeover deal between 
two leading banks 
would give acquisitions 
an added edge in an 
industry criticised for 
having too many small 
banks and not enough 
institutions that can 
handle regional busi- 
ness. 

“It’s not much being 
the number one bank in 
Lebanon any more,” 
said Bassam Yamtnine, 
senior manager of the 
corporate finance divi- 
sion at Lebanon Invest, 
referring to the merger 
between Byblos Bank 
and Banque Libanaise 
pour le Commerce 
(BLC). 

“With the slowdown 
in the economy in 
Lebanon and in the 
world, banks need to go 
regional to survive and 
to do that, they must 
merge. They will also 
have to become much 
more efficient or much 
bigger to face up to the 
pressure that the trea- 
sury bill yields will 
have on their income,” 
he told Reuters. 


Financial analysts and 
the Bank of Lebanon 
have been advocating 
mergers in Lebanon’s 
banking sector for 
years. There are 68 
banks in Lebanon, 
which was the financial 
hub of the Middle East 
before the outbreak of 
civil war in 1975. 

Bankers estimate trea- 
sury bills provide more 
than 70 per cent of their 
revenues, but yields 
have gradually declined 
as the central bank 
reduces interest on 
Lebanese pound paper. 
Yields, which peaked at 
about 30 per cent two 
years ago, now range 
between 11.73 and 
16.02 per cent. 

Alternative sources of 
income are scarce in a 
country with an eco- 
nomic growth rate of 
3.8 per cent and a popu- 
lation less than four 
million. Competition is 
fierce and likely to 
intensify after the BLC- 
Byblos deal, bankers 
said. 

“This year we're 
going to see more merg- 
ers and acquisitions 
because no one wants to 
be left behind," said 
Salam Saade, senior 
associate at Middle East 
Capital Group. 

"There’s going to be 
war between the top 
banks. The battle has 


already begun and the 
( BLC-Byblos) merger 
reinforces it,” he added. 

Byblos last month 
bought 53 per cent of 
BLC for SI 09 million, 
creating the country’s 
biggest bank in terms of 
capital. 

The new institution, 
which will retain the 
Byblos name, has the 
largest number of 
branches in Lebanon. It 
also has four offices in 
the United Arab 
Emirates and represen- 
tation in Paris. London 
and Brussels. 

BLC’s chief financial 
officer Jean Felix 
Aboujaoude described 
the merged entity as 
“the only real Lebanese 
institution with a 
regional potential." 
Financiers said it was 
the catalyst that would 
speed up much-needed 
consolidation. 

“Lebanese banks are 
finding themselves in a 
position where bigger is 
better,” said a senior 
Financial analyst. 

“Small banks have to 
search for an ideal part- 
ner to grow and big 
banks are finding their 
growth not increasing at 
the same pace. Their 
ability to survive 
depends on mergers." 


ASEAN travel slump costs 
estimated 2m jobs, $7.5b 


SINGAPORE (AFP.) — 
South East Asian 
tourism ministers and 
travel executives met 
here Thursday to work 
out strategies against a 
slump which cost then- 
economies an estimated 
two million jobs and 
S7.5 billion in 1998. 

Singapore Trade - and 
Industry Minister Lee 
Yock Suan, citing fig- 
ures from the World 
Travel and Tourism 
Council, told the 
ASEAN Tourism 

Conference the next two 
years would remain 
tough globally and 
regionally. 

“In the face of intense 
competition from other 
regions for the tourism 
dollar, ASEAN countries 
must get their acts 
together, both individu- 
ally and collectively, to 
attract a larger share of 
the global tourism rev- 
enue," he said. 

The Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) groups Brunei, 
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore. Thailand and 
Vietnam. Cambodia is 
awaiting formal admis- 
sion. 

Intra-regional tourism 
among ASEAN members 
slumped following sharp 
currency falls since mid- 
1997. Problems such as 
haze from regional forest 
fires and violence in 
Indonesia have also 
scared off tourists. 

Lee cited estimates that 
the total gross domestic 
product (GDP) generated 
from tourism last year in 
the region dropped by 
$7.5 billion or 11 per 
cent from the original 


estimate of S77 billion. 

Globally, tourism-gen- 
erated GDP fell by” an 
estimated three per cent 
or $120 billion to $3.5 
trillion. 

“Estimated employ- 
ment in the regional 
tourism industry has 
fallen by about two mil- 
lion jobs to 20 million 
jobs,” he said. 

Lee said that with the 
devaluation of ASEAN 
currencies and with 
increased competition, 
the region had become 
most cosi-competitive 
and attractive to tourists 
from outside and within 
ASEAN. 

“The currency factor 
is, however, eroded by 
the practice of some 
countries and establish- 
ments to charge in U.S. 
dollars,” he warned. 

He said that if ASEAN 
members combined their 
attractions into pack- 
ages, they could better 
entice long-haul tourists 
in the same way Asian 
travellers squeeze in as 
many stops as possible 
in Europe and the United 
States. 

“ASEAN needs to 
work in partnership to 
turn our tourism indus- 
tries around. Travellers 
tend to view the ASEAN 
region as a whole,” he 
said, calling for “new 
ideas and products” to 
“combat the negative 
fallout from the regional 
crisis.” 

Kenny Goh, president 
of the ASEAN Tourism 
Association (ASEAN- 
TA), which groups gov- 
ernment agencies and 
travel-related industries, 
said one of the main con- 
straints of attracting 


tourists to the region was 
the prospect of political 
unrest, which he called a 
“complex problem.” 

“At the end of the day, 
issues are beyond us, 
especially politics," he 
told AFP, adding that 
ASEAN should perform 
better in terms of 
tourism earnings in 1999 
because of the lower 
comparative base in 
1998. 

“It should be better in 
general. Thailand is 
already doing well," he 
said. 

Ray Spurr, senior poli- 
cy adviser to the 
London-based World 
Travel and Tourism 
Council, warned ASEAN 
members against taking 
short-term measures 
detrimental to the indus- 
try. 

“When they devise 
short-term • economic 
policies especially in a 
situation that is very dif- 
ficult. with the economic 
problems in South East 
Asia, they need to keep 
very clearly in mind the 
impact in the long-term 
to the travel and tourism 
industry," he said. 

He cited as examples 
the imposition of airport 
taxes and the danger that 
rrade liberalisation could 
be put on a back burner. 

“We believe that travel 
and tourism is a major 
beneficiary of open mar- 
kets. It is very important 
to keep up the pace of 
liberalisation especially 
in the telecommunica- 
tions sector, which is a 
key link to the travel and 
tourism industry.” he 
said in an interview. 
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Hingis advances to semifinals, 
Davenport eliminated 


With 15 golds, China secures 
top place; Kazakstan adds three 



Martina Hingis of Switzerland returns the ball during her quarter final match against 
Steffi Graf of Germany in the Toray Pan Pacific Open women's tennis tournament in 
Tokyo Feb. 5. Hingis defeated Graf 3-6, 6-2, 6-3 (AFP photo) 


TOKYO ( AP) — Australian 
Open champion Martina 
Hingis rebounded for a 3-6. 
<i-2. 64 victory over Steffi 
Graf of Germany Friday, 
advancing t«> the semifinals 
in the Toray Pan Pacific 
Open tennis tournament for 
women. 

In the day's biggest upset, 
defending champion and 
top-seeded Lindsay 

Davenport of the United 
States lost to No. 7 seed 
Amanda Coelzer of South 
Africa 2-6. 6-4. 6-3. 

With Davenport eliminat- 
ed. rite Swiss teenager now 
can get back to the top WTA 
rank if she beats third seed 
Jana Novotna of the Czech 
Republic Saturday to reach 
the final. 

Davenport surged ahead 
of Hinais to the No. I rank 
last Oct. 12. 

Novotna took the first set 
7-5 over eighth -seeded 
Natasha Zvereva of Belarus, 
who then retired with eye 
problems. 

in another match in the 
round of eight players, 
fourth seed Monica Seles of 
the United States defeated 
-i Mli-seedcd Anna 

Kournikova of Russia 7-5. 
cp-5. 

On Saturday. Seles meets 
Coot /or. 

Second-seeded Hingis 
regained rhythm in the sec- 
ond set after an error-filled 
first set with three service 
breaks against one by Graf. 

Graf, fifth-seeded, went 
ahead 3-1 in the final set but 
Hingis rebounded with 
some big serves, big ground 
shots and sharpshooting. 

Gruf had to take a three- 
minute medical time for 
cramps in the left thigh mid- 
way through the final 10th 
game in the third set, while 
Hingis drew a loud applause 
lor juggling with three ten- 
nis balls. 

“Next time I'll try to show 
the audience juggling with 
four or five balls." Hingis 
-aid. “1 practiced it because 
we. had a 

..circus at school when I 


was nine or 10. I wasn't 
doing that show but every- 
body was doing something. 

"When I was younger she 
was killing me all the time. 
I was 14 or 15-years-old 
playing her. then No. 1 in 
the world. But this time I 
am a different player,” 
Hingis said of her 2-6 career 
record against Graf. 

Graf said she started get- 
ting cramps at 3-1 in the 
final set. 


“At that time I knew it 
was veiy difficult to finish 
the match ... and I knew 1 
could barely run any more.” 
she said. 

Davenport said she hoped 
the day's match was just, a 
bump in the road. . 

“I just didn't play very 
sman and made a lot of 
errors and I didn’t serve 
very well. And she definite- 
ly took advantage of that,” 
Davenport said. - • 


About the WTA ranking, 
the 22-year-old Davenport 
said, “You know I'm not 
playing like the No. 1 play- 
er in the world and I think 
Martina fully deserves it 
right now. I have to start to 
play a lot better.” 

In the doubles semifinals 
Saturday, Davenport and 
Zvereva play against 
Argentine Patricia Tarabini 
and her partner CaroUne Vis 
of the Netherlands. 



former soccer star Argentinian Diego Annando Maradona tCl is accompanied by police and 
surrounded by media as he arrives at Malpensa 2000 airport outside Milan, Feb. 4. Reportedly 
the Tormcr SSC Naples soccer star, arriving here on Thursday coming from Buenos Aires, is in 
Italy to be questioned in the doping affair t AFP photo) 


Brazilian chief 
confident of 
2006 success 

RIO DE JANEIRO ( AFP) 
— Brazilian Football 
Confederation (CBF) boss 
Ricardo Teixeira believes 
Brazil con count on at least 
six of the 23 FIFA execu- 
tive committee votes that 
will decide which country 
stages the 2006 World Cup, 
it was reported Friday. 

Teixeira believes the 
three Latin American rep- 
resentatives and the three 
from CONCACAF (the 
body governing North 
American. Central America 
and the Caribbean football) 
will hack Brazil's bid. The 
South American country 
has already staged one 
World Cup in 1950. 

With the European vote 
split between England and 
Germany and Africa's split 
between five candidates, 
although South Africa is 
the leading contender, 
Teixeira remained bullish. 

He said: ‘‘With rhe help 
of the private finance ini- 
tiative and our own struc- 
tures we will be one of the 
favourites. 

"Our greatest asset is the 
prestige of the national 
team, which for six years 
has been top of the FIFA 
rankings." 


YONGPYONG, South Korea (AP) — 
China's Xue Ruihong and South 
Korea’s Choi Jae-bong grabbed their 
second gold medals in the Winter 
Asian Games Friday by winning the 
women’s and men's 1,000-metre 
speedskating races. 

With one more day and one gold 
medal left. China was leading the 
medal count with 15 golds. South 
Korea was next with 11. trailed by 
Kazakstan with nine and Japan with 
six. 

On the sixth day of competition, 
China and Kazakstan each raked in 
three golds. Japan collected two. 
Uzbekistan and South Korea each 
walked away with one. 

Chinese Shen Xue and Zhao Hongbo 
grabbed the gold in the pairs figure 
skating competition. The Chinese pair 
of Wang Rui and Zhang Wei took 
China's third gold of the day when 
they won the ice dancing event. 

In women's 1. 000-metre speedskat- 
ing , China’s Xue, the winner of 
Wednesday's 500 metres, clocked in at 
i minute, 23.61 seconds, beating fel- 
low Chinese Yang Chun yuan by 0.03 
of a second. 


China has taken three of four golds 
in women’s speedskating. 

Kazakstan's Svetlana Shishkiva won 
the women’s 10-kilometre (6.2-mile) 
free-style cross-country race, beating 
rival Sumiko Yokoyama of Japan by 
12.5 seconds. 

Shishkina finished in 27:02.8, ahead 
of Yokoyama, who beat her in the 5- 
kilometre sprint Monday. The Kazaks 
have taken all but one of the sLx cross- 
country races. 

The Kazaks also swept both the 
men’s and women’s four-by-7.5 kilo- 
metre biathlon relays. 

The four-man squad of Alexey 
Karevskiy, Sergey Abdukarov, 
Dmittiy Pantov and Draitriy 
Pozdnyakov finished the relay in a 
total time of 1:38:15.3, ahead of Japan 
and South Korea. 

Its women's team of Galina 
Avtayeva, Margarita Dulova. Yelena 
Dubok and Lyudmila Guryeva came in 
at 1:50:32.9, beating China and South 
Korea. 

Japan's Rina Seki won her first gold 
in women's downhill slalom skiing. 
She finished the two runs down the 
520-metre slope in a combined 


Toshihito ltokawa gave Japan its 
second gold of the day in the men s 
10 -kilometre speedskating in 

1 South 3 korea’s Choi won his second 
raid in as many days when he- finished 
lie men’s 1,000 meters in 1:14.74. 
3hoi also won the 1.500 metres 

rhursday. . 

Uzbekistan's Talyana Malinina gave 
ier country’s its first gold medal when 
jhe beat Japanese Shizvuka Arakawa 
ind Fumie Suguri in the women s sm- 
iles figure skating. 

' Meanwhile, in the eastern cost city 
>f Kangnung. Mongolia's nascent ice 
lockey team beat Kuwait 5-4 to avoid 
he humiliating last place in men s ice 

lockey. , , 

Mongolia had allowed 54 goals and 
scored only one in the two previous 
natches and had longed to dignify 
tself when it met with Kuwait, which 
lad lost two earlier matches by a corn- 
lined score of 79-1. 

The Winter Asian Games ends 


Iranian star faces lengthy 


ban for referee assault 


HO CHI MINH CITY (AFP I — Iran's new star goal scorer 
Mohamad Ali Karimi faces a lengthy ban for his attack on 
a referee at the Dunhill Cup here. 

Karimi. 21, was one of the heros of Iran's Asian Games 
winning side in December and has attracted attention from 
European clubs. 

But the Asian Football Confederation disciplinary com- 
mittee will meet in Kuala Lumpur next Thursday to consid- 
er action after Karimi kicked and pushed Japanese referee 
Toni Kamikawa in a match against Vietnam on Tuesday. 

Such an assault on a match official can lead to a ban of up 

to two years. 

Karimi was sent off and suspended for the rest of the tour- 
nament. He has apologised to Kamikawa but can expect no 
mercy from the AFC. 

If the confederation goes for the maximum penalty it will 


take a convincing appeal by a contrite player and his apolo- 
getic national federation to get it reduced. 

Karimi was one of two Iranians sent off in a tense two 
minutes midway through the match against the hosts. 

Ali Ansarian collected his second yellow card in the 69th 
minute for a tackle from behind. Iranian players immedi- 
ately surrounded Kamikawa to protest the decision and 
Karimi pulled Kamikawa 's shirt and kicked him in the 
shins. 

A host of European scouts followed Karimi at the Asian 
Games in Bangkok. Ali Daei and Khodadad Azizi already 
play in Germany. 

But the Iranian federation told them that the attacking 
midfielder must stay in Iran for at least another year. Any 
move could now be even further away. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Sports leader visits oman 

GENEVA (KUNA) — KUNA learnt today that FIFA president Sepp Blatter will visit the Sultanate of Oman Saturday 
to Monday, blatter will attend in Muscat an international friendly match between Oman and Slovenia at the Sultan 
Qabus sports complex. He will also meet the personal representative of Sultan Qabus, the president and board of 
directors of the Oman Football Association, and the president of the General Organisation for Sports and Cultural 
Activities for Youth. Blatter is scheduled to hold a news conference during his visit to Muscat. 


Chicago Bulls sign first ever Hungarian NBA player 

BUDAPEST (AFP) — Basketball player Korael David became the first Hungarian to join an NBA team on Thursday 
when he signed a two-year contract with the Chicago Bulls, winners of six championships in the past eight seasons. 
“Everything took place so fast. Two weeks ago I was playing in the Hungarian championship and now I have a con- 
tract with the world's most successful team," said David, who has been playing with the west Hungarian 
Szekesfebervar Albacomp-SZUV team. The 29-year-old David, who will play either guard or center with the" num- 
ber 18 shirt, will receive the minimum wage of the league, an annual $270,000 . The Bulls have had to heavily rebuild 
since coach Phil Jackson refused to return, while legendary player Michael Jordan retired and other championship 
winning players Scottie Pippen, Australian centre Luc Longley. Steve Kerr and the colourful and unpredictable 
Dennis Rodman jumped ship to other teams. 

Wilkins looks for NBA comeback at 39 


ORLANDO. Florida (AFP) — Dominique Wilkins, trying to make a National Basketball Association comeback at 
the age of 39. will sign with the Orlando Magic by the end of the week it was reported on Thursday. The nine-time 
NBA AU-siar. who played last season in Italy, will make his return for the first time since 1997, when he averaged 
18.2 points a game with San Antonio. Wilkins has 26.534 points in 14 NBA seasons, the eighth-highest scoring total 
in league history, and averaged 25.3 points a game. Wilkins averaged 30.3 points in 19S6 to lead *the NBA. makin« 
him the last man to win a scoring tide in the league other than Michael Jordan in a season during which Jordan pF ved 
a frill campaign. * p y 

Prince Albert disillusioned with Monaco 


MONACO (R) — Prince Albert, usually a regular at Monaco’s home matches wearing his red and white "arf - 
disappointed with their form this season he has given up going to the Stade Louis n. “f ve already warned M h ** S ° 
ident Mr Jean-Louis) Campora that I won’t come back as long as the team can’t string three wins ro°ethe " th PrcS 
said in an interview published on Friday. “I'm nor getting any pleasure watching my club play this sea! C 530 nc .^ 
they win,” Prince Albert, an International Olympic Committee member, told L'Equ'ipe in Lausanne wh° n “ 
attending the world conference on doping in sport. The prince, whose father Prince Rainier is the ri r WaS 

cial backer, criticised Campora and hinted there could be changes in the club leadership. Hm U i. * "l? 0 fina “" 
lacking leadership," Prince Albert said. “We don't have anyone in place with the necessarv chiri*m,-u , club . ! s 
cised the dreadful state of the Stade Louis II pitch which has been slammed by visiting and hnm i, He a so cnli “ 
French champions in 1997 and European Cup seraifinalists last year, have struggled this season Th^ &yerS - ^°. nac0, 
first division. 16 points adrift of leaders Girondins Bordeaux, and out of both domestic cud cn " ^ 

Tigana resigned in mid-Jana ury as was replaced by his assistant Claude Puel. " ^petitions. Coach Jean 
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by breakfast cereal 



Muhammad Ali touches a younger version of himself which is on the special edition 
Muhammad Ali Wheaties' box that marks the cereal's 75th anni versary. Feb. 4. Wheafcies, 
"The Breakfast of Champions," is honouring the man widely accepted as one of the 
greatest athletes of all time (AFP photo) 


NEW YORK (R) — 

Wheaties finally became 
the Breakfast of Champions 
Thursday. 

Many years after 
Muhammad Ali came to be 
0 revered around the world 
the people who sell the com 
Hakes decided it was politi- 
cally and profitably correct 
to jump onto the fabled 
boxer's bandwagon and put 
his picture on their cereal 
box. 

Ali joins a long list of 
American sports heroes — 
although the first African 
American was not until 
Walter Payton in 19S6 — to 
be so prominently featured 
by the 75-year-old brand- 
which bills itself as “The 
Breakfast of Champions.” 

The former three-rime 
heavyweight champion has 
been dramatically slowed 
by Parkinson’s disease and 
£ can only mumble his words. 

But as he demonstrated 
Thursday at a news confer- 
ence at Madison Square 
Garden — the site of some 
of his most memorable 
fights — the 57-year-old Ali 
still is able to project the 
renowned, often irreverent 
wit that annoyed, dazzled 


and ultimately captivated 
people around the world. 

Before that, however, he 
was reviled by many in 
America for hi’s refusal to 
be drafted into military ser- 
vice for the Vietnam War. 
His explanation became 
legendary: “Man, I ain’t got 
no quarrel with them 
Vietcong.” : . .. . 

For his refusal to be draft- 
ed, Ali had his boxing 
license suspended. 

Ali was asked why he 
thought it took Wheaties so 
long to recognise him. 

“The Vietnam War. We 
ended up admitting it was 
wTong and we shouldn't 
have been there ... all the 
talking Tm the greatest’ 
and all the bragging and the 
style I had when f first start- 
ed. that stopped,” said Ali, 
adding to laughter, *Tm still 
pretty?” 

And then in vintage Ali. 
the former Cassius Clay, the 
man they once called “The 
Louisville Lip”, said with a 
slight smile to the reporter, 
“you’re not as dumb as you 
look." 

All's wife. Lonnie, said it 
more simply when answer- 
ing for her husband about 


Wheaties delay in recognis- 
ing him: “At the height of 
his career in the 60s, he 
might have been a little too 
controversial ... (The 
Wheaties box) was an hon- 
our a long time coming.” 

After "the curtain ~ was 
dropped from a large pic- 
ture of the Ali Wheaties 
-box, Ali gently rubbed the 
photograph of his chin and 
dutifully posed for publicity 
shots with fists slowly 
churning at his side. 

But the symbol of the Ali 
that especially in recent 
years has endeared himself 
to millions of people around 
the world came as he was 
leaving. 

Clusters of children were 
heading toward the entrance 
to see the circus. They gath- 
ered around him as if he 
were a pied piper. 

And the former fighter, 
who once a long rime ago 
had the quickest feet and 
fastest hands of anyone, 
slowly stooped, and like 
grandfathers everywhere 
overcome by a special 
desire, gently picked up 
first one and then another 
little girl and kissed her on 
the cheek. 


AC Milan move back into 
top 10 in club rankings 

LONDON <R> — Former European champions AC Milan moved back into the top 10 
In the European club rankings for the first time since November this week thanks to 
their 3-2 win over Salcmitana last Sunday. 

Milan, who jumped two places, will have a tough task retaining their position as they 
travel to Florence to play Serie A leaders Fiorentina on Sunday. 

Fiorentina are second in the rankings but are well adrift of leaders Bayern Munich. 
Lazio, on an eight-match winning streak, are third and have a good chance of a ninth 
consecutive victory with a home game against Perugia on Sunday. 

TOP 20 CLUB RANKINGS 

(last week’s position in brackets) 


m 

1 Bayern Munich 

Germany 

Points 

100.94 

(3) 

2 Fiorentina 

Italy 

91.04 

{4} 

3 Lazio 

Italy 

90.54 

4 Parma 

Italy 

87.21 

(61 

5 Girondins Bordeaux 

France 

8636 

47) 

6 Bayer Leverkusen 

Germany 

84.19 

(5! 

7 Olympique Marseille 

France 

8238 

(8> 

S Inter .Milan 

Italy 

8149 

(9) 

9 Dynamo Kiev 

Ukraine 

8L93 

(12) 

10 AC Milan 

Italy 

78.88 

(131 

11 Manchester United 

England 

7835 

(16) 

12 Barcelona 

Spain 

78.00 

(11) 

13 AS Roma 

Italy 

7735 

(Mi 

34 Rosenborg Trondheim 

Norway 

76.94 

(I5i 

15 Dinamo Bucharest 

Romania 76.91 


(10) 

16 Celta Vigo 

Spain 

7539 

(22) 

17 Porto 

Portugal 

7438 

(18) 

18 Partizan Belgrade 

Yugoslavia 

73.90 

(26) 

19 Real Madrid 

Spain 

73.88 

(21) 

20 Rapid Bucharest 

Komania73.64 




global group grow 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Now. 
more than ever. National 
Basketball Association teams will 
rely on talent from beyond the 
United States to build champi- 
onship clubs in a chaotic season. 

Teams play 50 games in 90 days 
starting Friday after a labour dis- 
pute wiped out three months and 
32 games and touched off an 
unprecedented wave of transfers 
and long-term contract deals. 

Dutch center Rik Smits anchors 
favored Indiana. Jamaican-born 
Patrick Ewing mans the middle in 
New York. African-born centres 
Hakeem Olajuwon of Houston and 
Dikembe Mutombo of Atlanta 
make their teams contenders. 

But a new set of centres will test 
the stars, led by Shaquille O'Neal, 
NBA Rookie* of the Year Tim 
Duncan and Lithuanian Zydrunas 
Dgauskas, who signed a six-year 
deal with Cleveland worth $71 
million. 

“As the older guys move on. the 
Patricks and Olajuwons, you will 
choose from Tim Duncans and 
Shaquilles,” Cleveland coach 
Mike Fratello said. “You have to 
look at the other guys up there and 
I think Ugauskas has the potential 
to be an All-Star.” 

The rebuilding Chicago Bulls 
have signed Kernel David, the 
NBA's first Hungarian player, 
moved Canada’s Bill Wennington 
to start at center and focused the 
team around Croatia’s Toni 
Kukoc. 

“Toni has stepped up as our go- 


to guv,” Bulls coach Tim Floyd 
said. “He will have to do a lot and 
we will give him the freedom to 
do il” 

An Australian trio could have a 
major impact, with former Bulls 
center Luc Longley now in 
Phoenix, Chris Anstey manning 
the middle in Dallas and long- 
range sharpshooter Andrew Gaze 
joining San Antonio. 

“Luc has looked quite good,” 
Phoenix coach Danny Ainge said. 

“He’s not a player who does any- 
thing great He does a lot of things 
good. "He's a good passer, a good 
shooter, has a big body and expe- 
rience. 

“We’re excited to have him. I 
don't want to put a lot of pressure 
on him. I don’t think he is a super- 
star. He fills a role for us. Luc has 
played on some great teams and 
that has to rub off to some extent.” 

Gaze will join former Bulls 
guard Steve Kerr in providing an 
outside threat to go with San 
Antonio’s inside powers, David 
Robinson and Duncan. 

“He’s one of the premier shoot- 
ers in the world,” Spurs coach 
Gregg Popovich said. “This guy is 
a good enough player that he can 
jump right in. The (cut to) 50 
games does hurt him as far as hav- 
ing a better shot to get into the 
main rotation. 

“He hasn't had time to get used 
to the system, both ours and the 
NBA. It takes a little time. It’s 
tough to make that big a jump that 
quickly.” 


Anstey surprised Don Nelson 
with his work ethic, literally forc- 
ing the Dallas coach to find him a 
pivotal role on the team. 

“I have to find a way to play him 
this year even though I am very 
deep in (power forwards). I 
assumed he needed another hard 
year of practicing. Anstey is right 
up there ahead of some of the 
guys. 

He has had tremendous training 
camp. 

“He is a very playable player. 
He’s wirey, strong and very clever. 
He’s a very bright guy and gifted 
athletically. I can’t believe a guy 
who can do those world class 
things at 7 feet tall can’t be a great 
player.” 

Canadian guard Steve Nash has 
also impressed the Mavericks' 
mentor. 

“He’s another player who is 
going to get a lot better but we 
think he is awfiilly good right 
now,” Nelson said. “He's as good 
an all-around player as I have ever 
had at point guard.” 

But the top global star in Dallas 
is German Dirk Nowitski. He 
averaged 13 points, six rebounds 
and three assists in two exhibition 
games. 

“He’s terrific. We’re very excit- 
ed about him,” Nelson said. “He 
can do all the things you want him 
to do. He’s awfully good right 
now. I would hate to see what he’s 
going to be like in two or three 
years.” 

Vancouver has the NBA’s top 


Hispanic talents, Venezuelan Carl 
Herrera and Dominican rookie 
Felipe Lopez. 

“I have ben very impressed at 
what Felipe has done so far. get- 
ting in our rotation,” Grizzlies 
coach Doug Hill said. “He’s very 
good off the dribble, atteking and 
getting to the free throw line. 

He has the attitude and work 
ethic, the talent and enthusiasm. 

There’s no reason down the road 
he can’t be a starting guard in the 
NBA” 

Long-suffering Sacramento has 
Yugoslavians Vlade Divac and 
Predrag Stojakovic, who averaged 
15 points and five rebounds in two 
exhibitions. 

“He has got a great feel for the 
game,” Kings coach Rick 
Adelman said. 

On Divac. Adelman added, “One 
of the big things he has brought to 
this young group is he’s a leader. 
He's encouraging all the time. 

I was surprised he would be that 
vocal. He's pushing the other guys 
to stay positive. He does adapt. He 
finds a way to make others more 
effective.” 

Nigerian-born Michael 

Olowokandi, the top pick in last 
year’s NBA draft, joins a Los 
Angeles Clippers team that lost 65 
times last season. 

“He's a bright young man with a 
great upside,” Clippers coach 
Chris Ford said. “He’s ready. 
Some guys are playing themselves 
into shape.” 


Salt Lake committee to 
reorganise in wake of scandal 


SALT LAKE CITY (AP) 
— Utah Gov. Mike Leavitt 
and Salt Lake Organising 
Committee Chairman 
Robert Garff have 
unveiled a sweeping reor- 
ganisation plan for run- 
ning the 2002 Winter 
Games that is more open 
and has better oversight. 

The reorganization 
announced “Thursday 
would include 17 or 18 
new spots on the SLOC 
board of trustees. The 
board’s executive commit- 
tee would be replaced with 
a new management group 
ordered to keep a tight rein 
on planning. 

The proposal by Garff 
and Leavitt will be voted 
on next week by the full 
board. That vote will come 
two days after it gets a 
report from an indepen- 
dent ethics panel investi- 
gating Salt Lake City's 
bid. 

Investigators have found 
the bid committee gave 
more than $1 million in 
cash, free medical care, 
travel and scholarships to 
IOC members or their rel- 
atives before the 1995 IOC 
vote giving Salt Lake City 
the Olympics. 

Garff said he and Leavitt 
have not offered the job of 
SLOC chief executive to 
anyone, and refused to dis- 
cuss Mitt Romney, the 
man believed to be the 
front-runner. Romney is a 
Boston venture capitalist 
and former Republican 
Senate candidate. 

The new chief executive 
would replace Frank 
Joklik, who resigned Jan. 
S but remains on the job 
until he is replaced. 

The 17 or 18 new board 
members, to be chosen by 
Leavitt and Mayor Deedee 
Corradini, likely would be 
ready to join the board on 
Feb. 11. Garff said. “We 


have a reasonable expecta- 
tion it will be approved,” 
he said. 

- Garff and Leavitt 
declined to say whether 
board members who also 
were on the bid committee 
will remain on SLOC. 

“We’ll have to see if any 
of those people are impli- 
cated.” Garff said. “We 
will review' those facts and 
then take decisive action.” 

The roles of First 
Security Corp. Chairman 
Spence Eccles and 
PacifiCorp Vice President 
Verl Topham, who are 
both on the current execu- 
tive committee, have come 
under question. They were 
enlisted during Salt Lake’s 
bidding for the games to 
watch over staffers now 
blamed for excesses. 

Leavitt declined to say 
whether restructuring of 
the board might mean rid- 
ding it of businessmen 
who are doing business 
with SLOC. 

The SLOC ethics com- 
mittee investigating the 
scandal also has looked at 
contracts awarded by the 
SLOC board to some of its 
members. A 523.2 million 
contract went to a con- 
struction company headed 
by board trustee Alan 
Layton to build a top for a 
speed skating oval. SLOC 
board member Earl 
Holding is owner of 
Snowbasin ski resort, 
where the downhill races 
will be staged. 

The reorganisation is 
designed to broaden com- 
munity representation and 
give more responsibility to 
(he management commit- 
tee. However, the enlarged 
board of trustees would 
lose its decision-making 
authority, playing only an 
advisory role for i the man- 
agement committee. 

Besides the seven at- 


large members elected by 
the full board, the manage- 
ment committee would 
include Leavitt, Garff. 
Corradini, a new SLOC 
president and chief execu- 
tive, four athletes, three 
U.S. Olympic Committee 
officials and two IOC rep- 
resentatives. 

Leavitt on Thursday also 
elaborated on a statement 
that he knew little about 
the excessive spending on 
International Olympic 
Committee members by a 
few bid executives. 

He said he met about 50 
IOC members and their 
families, posed for pho- 
tographs and gave obliga- 
tory gifts of diplomacy. 

“I did not ever personal- 
ly see a gift of great 
value,” Leavitt said. 

He said he did not know 
that the international stu- 
dents he met were sons 
and daughters of IOC 
members, some supported 
by bid money, and he 
repeated an earlier asser- 
tion that the lavish spend- 
ing was hidden from him 
and the bid committee by 
bid executives. 

“Was there a pattern of 
deception? Yes,” Leavitt 
said. 

“They had to hide it. I 
didn’t see it and I don’t 
know of anyone else who 
did.” 

Leavitt dismissed allega- 
tions to the contrary by 
Tom Welch, the former bid 
committee president who 
has been blamed for the 
excesses. 

“It’s not unexpected 
from someone who is feel- 
ing a lot of pressure 
because of past actions,” 
Leavitt said. 

In other scandal develop- 
ments: —Welch denied he 
told the Cable News 
Network in a telephone 
interview on Wednesday 


that the bid committee 
took $ 50,000 in cash to 
Budapest, where the IOC 
chose Salt Lake for the 
games. In a news release 
Thursday, Welch said he 
told CNN that he didn’t 
know about any cash, but 
if it was carried to 
Budapest, it was to pay 
routine expenses of the 
Salt Lake delegation. 

— Rep. Merrill Cook, 
Republican of Utah, said 
the $ 150 million Congress 
has approved so Utah can 
prepare its highways, air- 
port and mass transit sys- 
tems before the Olympics 
is safe. 

Rep. John Dingle, 
Democrat of Michigan, 
has asked the General 
Accounting Office to 
determine whether Salt 
Lake is being rewarded 
with federal dollars after 
using shady means to get 
the games. 

That money cannot now 
be withdrawn, and neither 
can the legislation that 
authorizes the U.S. 
Secretary of 

Transportation to give 
funding priority in coming 
years to Salt Lake and 
other host cities. Cook 
said. 

However, securing 
money might be tough in 
the future, he said. “It's a 
political reality that 
Congress is nervous about 
giving federal funds to 
projects tainted by scan- 
dal. We have our work cut 
out for us.” 

— The Washington Post 
said FBI agents and 
Olympic ethics investiga- 
tors are examining evi- 
dence that Salt Lake 
Olympic organisers used 
airline tickets to disguise 
illicit payments to several 
IOC members. 

It said the tickets, bought 
at premium prices by the 


Salt Lake committee, in 
some instances were 
cashed in or traded for 
less-expensive feres. 
Investigators were exam- 
ining whether there was an 
understanding between 
some IOC members and 
the Salt Lake organisers 
that the tickets would 
serve as a form of payoff 
in return for support of the 
city’s Olympic bid, the 
officials said. 

Bid cities in recent years 
have complained about 
IOC members' demands 
for exorbitant or multiple 
airline tickets. Norman M. 
Seagram, an organiser for 
Toronto’s unsuccessful bid 
for the 1996 Summer 
Games, last month said be 
helped draft a 1991 report 
to the IOC alleging IOC 
members had engaged in 
practices designed to ben- 
efit financially from air- 
line tickets. The IOC never 
followed up. 

— An IOC member from 
South Korea denied today 
that Salt Lake City 
Olympic officials helped 
find a job for his sod in the 
United States and reim- 
bursed pan of his salary. 

Kim Un-yong, the only 
member of the IOC's 
executive board implicat- 
ed in the Salt Lake City 
bribeiy scandal, said the 
allegations against him 
were pan of a plot to dis- 
credit him and his close 
ally, Olympic chief Juan 
Antonio Samaranch. 

Kim spoke in reaction to 
USA Today’s repon that 
Kim’s only son, Kim Jung- 
hoon, was employed by a 
Utah company. Keystone 
Communications, at the 
request of Salt Lake City 
officials who campaigned 
to land the 2002 Winter 
Games. 


Forget Hoddle, we just want to win at Wembley, say France 


PARIS (AFP) — French coach Roger 
Lemerre sidestepped (he Glenn Hoddle 
controversy here on Thursday, stressing 
instead that (he World champions were 
just determined to make history by beat- 
ing England at Wembley for the first 
time. 

Lemerre, speaking after unveiling his 
18-man squad for the game on February' 
10, said: “It’s a nice challenge for us as 
World Cup holders, to become the first 
French team to ivin at the mythical tem- 
ple of football that is Wembley." 

He refused to discuss Hoddle’s dis- 
missal this week for reportedly saying 
that disabled people were being were 


punished for sins of a former Eve, say- 
ing only: ‘‘C’est la vie.” 

But he refused to accept that fiance 
would run out as easy winners because 
of England's crisis. 

“It’s easy to scoff at English football 
for being one-dimentional and to be 
condescending about it,” he said. 

That’s an insult to all that the English 
hare done for footbalL” 

He argued, however, that France had 
ma naged io many the English strengths 
of determination and toughness to their 
own ball skills. 

History, however, he said, was in 
favour of the home side. They have won 


23 of 33 matches against France, 
including their last meeting in 1997, and 
lost only six times, none at Wembley. 

Lemerre said he would definitely start 
the game with a big target man leading 
the attack - a typically English tactic — 
by selecting Lilian Laslandes. 

Laslan d e s did not play in the World 
Cup but Lemerre said the Bordeaux 
striker was ideally suited to play against 
England. 

fiance include a string of World Cup 
heroes based in the English 
Premiership; defenders Marcel Desailly 
and Franck Leboeuf (Chelsea), mid- 
fielders Emmanuel Petit and Patrick 


Vieira and striker Nicolas Anelka (all 
Arsenal). 

The game will help die French warm 
up for their next Euro 2000 home match 
against the Ukraine on March 27. 

French squad — goalkeepers: Fabien 
Barfbez, Stephane Potato. 

Defenders: Laurent Blanc, Vincent 
Candela, Lilian Thuram, Bixente 
Lizarazu, Marcel Desailly, Frank 
Leboeuf. Midfielders: Youri Djorkaeff, 
Alain Bogjoossian, Zinedine Zidane, 
Dtdier Deschampe. Emmanuel Petit, 
Patrick Vieira. Forwards: Christophe 
Dugany, Nicolas Anelka, Lilian 
Laslandes. Robert Pires 
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Knesset adopts budget after funds 
added for settlers, religious causes 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel's parliament finally 
adopted a state budget for 
1999 early Friday but only 
after Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
agreed to more spending for 
Jewish settlements and reli- 
gious causes. 

After on all-night debate 
which often degenerated 
into shouting matches and 
insults between deputies of 
the governing coalition and 
the opposition, the budget 
was passed at dawn by a 
vote of 48 to 34 in the 120- 
member Knesset. 

Netanyahu, who holds the 
finance portfolio since min- 
ister Yaacov Neeman 
resigned in December out 
of frustration with coalition 
bickering over the budget, 
had to agree to a series of 
demands from minor right- 
wing and religious parties to 
finally get the law passed 

In total Netanyahu agreed 
to additional spending of 


551 milli on shekels ($137 
million) in a total budget of 
around 215 billion shekels 
($54 billion) 

The last minute changes 
involved promising an addi- 
tional $38 milli on to Jewish 
settlers in the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip and Golan 
Heights for settlement con- 
struction, tourism develop- 
ment projects and addition- 
al security. 

The rest of the increase 
mainly concerned funding 
for religious education and 
other projects demanded by 
ultra-Orthodox groups and 
the ultra-nationalist 

National Religious Party. 

A further $2.5 million was 
promised for subsidised 
housing for new immigrants 
at the demand of the 
Russian immigrant party 
Israel B’AIiya. 

Netanyahu promised dur- 
ing the debate that the addi- 
tional funds would not 
expand the overall budget 


but would be financed out 
of reserves and that the gov- 
ernment’s target of limiting 
the budget deficit to two per 
cent of gross domestic 
product would be respected. 
The deficit stood at 2.4 per 
cent of GDP in 1998. 

The last minute spending 
increases agreed by 
Netanyahu fell far short of 
what the smaller parties in 
his unruly coalition had 
been demanding and which 
some estimates put as high 
as $500 million. 

Opposition Labour Party 
deputies charged that 
Netanyahu had made 
behind the scenes promises 
to some parties that would 
double the additional 
spending for their pet pro- 
jects if he wins reelection in 
May. 

But Netanyahu insisted he 
had limited the extra spend- 
ing to levels traditionally 
doled out during budget 
debates in the multi-party 


Israeli parliament, including 
under earlier Labour gov r 
eminent. 

The budget dispute con- 
tributed to the collapse last 
month of Netanyahu's par- 
liamentary majority and the 
calling of elections in May. 
a year-and-a-half earlier 
than scheduled. 

The Knesset was formally 
adjourned Tuesday ahead of 
the elections but was 
brought back in special ses- 
sion to debate and vote on 
the budget 

With unemployment run- 
ning above eight per cent 
and the economy undergo- 
ing its worst slowdown in a 
decade, the opposition has 
made Netanyahu's handling 
of economic matters a cen- 
tral campaign issue. 

Opinion polls show 
Netanyahu running neck- 
and-neck against his main 
challenger for the prime 
ministership. Labour Party 
leader Ehud Barak. 



WOMEN ATTEND VIGIL FOR KING: Several women weep Friday under heavy rains outside A1 Hussein 
Medical Centre in Amman, where His Majesty King Hussein is hospitalised (AFP photo) 


Serbs reject talks with KLA, block rebel negotiators 


PRISTINA (AP) — Serb 
authorities put weekend peace 
talks on Kosovo in jeopardy 
Friday. blocking ethnic 
Albanian rebels from leaving 
for France and later saying 
they won't negotiate with the 
guerrillas at alL 

“We will never negotiate 
with the terrorists," Serb dele- 
gation chief Rarko Markovic 
told reporters in Paris. 

It wasn't immediately clear 
whether the abrupt announce- 
ment meant the Serbs would 
boycott talks as proposed by 
world powers, tut it under- 
scored the huge negotiating 
obstacles even if all sides take 
part. 

Five members of the 
Kosovo Liberation Army 
(KLA) were set to be a part of 
a larger ethnic Albanian dele- 
gation at talks scheduled to 
start at Rambouillet outside 
Paris on Saturday afternoon. 

But the Kosovo Albanian 
delegation remained in 
Kosovo on Friday after an 
hours-tong diplomatic stand- 
off, with Serb officials report- 
edly balking because two 
KLA members lacked pass- 


ports. 

Markovic’s comments sug- 
gested the issue went beyond 
passports. 

“We consider the so-called 
Kosovo Liberation Army a 
terrorist organisation, and with 
killers arid kidnappers we 
have nothing to talk about," 
Markovic said. 

He said the Serbian delega- 
tion, which arrived in Peris 
Friday afternoon, was ready to 
negotiate only with ethnic 
Albanian politicians. But the 
Kosovo Albanians signalled 
earlier that they are certain not 
to agree to such a move. 

In a rare show of solidarity, 
political figures who have 
long been at odds with die 
guerrillas refused to leave 
Kosovo without their fellow 
negotiators. 

The United States and its 
five European allies bad hoped 
to include all KostWs fric- 
tions in the negotiations, and 
U.S. chief verifier William 
Walker said he was “shocked” 
at the Serbs' refusal to negoti- 
ate with the rebels. 

“I would say they are miss- 
ing the point of what negotia- 


tions are," Walker said by tele- 
phone in Pristina. “We had 
such pronunciations earlier, 
but thin gs would usually 
change.'” 

U.S. special envoy 
Christopher Hill demanded in 
Paris that all Kosovo 
Albanians slated to participate 
be allowed to depart for 
France. 

Officials of the six-nation 
Balkan Contact Group, who 
had been working to get the 
KLA members to Paris, pres- 
sured government officials 
into the evening to drop their 
resistance, but with no visible 
results. 

Meanwhile, hoping to keep 
the pressure on. Western pow- 
ers announced finther prepa- 
rations for a peacekeeping 
force. British Defence 
Secretary George Robertson 
announced he was putting sev- 
eral military units and 8,000 
troops on standby for possible 
deployment in Kosovo. 

The Serb defiance Friday 
came only a day after die 
Serbs grudgingly bad accept- 
ed participation in the talks in 
Rambouillet, where world 


powers demand they teach a 
political settlement with 
Albanian separatists to end 1 1 
months of war. 

Deepening the skepticism 
surrounding the talks, ethnic 
Albanian officials criticised 
the Serbs’ selection Friday of a 
mixture of top allies to 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
and little-known ethnic lead- 
ers as negotiators. 

Rexhep Qosja, a Kosovo 
Albanian politician and nego- 
tiator, complained that the 
Serb delegation is too low in 
rank to make any hard deci- 
sions. “It is not an echelon that 
can make decisions." be said. 

Most ' of die Kosovo 
Albanian team had planned to 
fly to France early Friday 
afternoon in a C-130 jet sent 
by die French government, 
although three or five KLA 
negotiators had already left via 
other means. 

But the two other KLA 
members reportedly stayed 
away from the airport await- 
ing assurance they could 
board the plane without being 
arrested. The political repre- 
sentatives on the Albanian 


team returned to die provincial 
capital when the impasse was- 
n’t resolved. 

“We are not going to leave 
Pristina if we are not com- 
plete,” said negotiator Veton 
SurroL 

An official for the 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, which 
runs the Kosovo monitoring 
mission, delivered a blunt 
message: “The Serbs will be 
held accountable if the 
Ramouiller talks do not go for- 
ward,” the official said, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymi- 
ty- 

Four notable Milosevic 
allies besides Markovic were 
among those named as Serb 
negotiators: Yugoslav Deputy 
Premier Nikola Sainovic, 
Vladan Kudesic. Vladimir 
Stambuk and Vojislav 
Svfcovic. 

kut die eight others were 
obscure representatives from 
mostly tiny ethnic communi- 
ties in A1 banian-majority 
Kosovo. 

The composition of the Serb 
government team indicates 
that Serbia wOJ insist on its 


Stand that e thni c Albanians , 
although they form 90 per cent 
of Kosovo's population, 
should have no greater rights 
in the province than other, 
much less-populous groups. 

Serbian Information 

Minister Milan Kamnenic told 
German television that Serbia 
would accept autonomy — 
“even a substantial one" — for 
Kosovo and warned that if the 
talks failed, “war would then 
be unavoidable.” 

Reiterating their own 
uncompromising stance, the 
rebels issued a statement late 
Friday saying they were tak- 
ing to France their demands 
for “liberty, independence and 
democracy for Kosovo.” 

They also insisted that they, 
not Albanian political faction 
representatives, should lead 
the Kosovo Albanian popula- 
tion. 

More than 2,000 people 
have been killed in Kosovo 
since last February. In the lat- 
est violence, a bomb exploded 
Friday night in a Serb-run cafe 
in Pristina. No injuries were 
reported 


U.S. weighs sanctions against Russia 
over proposed arms sales to Syria 


Iran rules out international 
inquiry into dissidents’ murders 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States may 
withhold some S50 million 
in aid to Russia if Moscow 
proceeds with weapons 
sales to Syria, the State 
Department said Friday. 

The sanctions would be 
imposed under U.S. law 
that requires that certain 
assistance be withheld from 
any foreign government 
that supplies lethal military’ 
equipment to a country 
identified as a state sponsor 
of terrorism, such as Syria, 
a department official said. 

“Approximately S50 mil- 
lion of assistance to the 


Russian Federation could 
be at stake under the rele- 
vant statutory provisions," 
the official said. 

It was not immediately 
clear what type of assis- 
tance could be withheld. 

The official said 

Washington's concerns 
about Moscow’s proposed 
arms sales were raised with 

Russian leaders during 

Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright's 
recent trip there. 

Russia’s first deputy 
Prime Minister Yuri 

Maslyukov has vehemently 
criticised the threat of U.S. 


sanctions. 

The ITAR-TASS news 
agency quoted him as say- 
ing that Moscow "would 
react accordingly to this 
sort of threat” 

On Thursday, a Russian 
newspaper reported that a 
Syrian military delegation 
was in Moscow negotiating 
a five-year, two- billion -dol- 
lar arms deal. 

Syria is seeking to mod- 
ernise its army, 90 per cent 
of whose hardware is cur- 
rently Russian or Soviet 
requiring up to one million 
dollars a year in Russian 
spare ports. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
rejected Friday calls by the 
European parliament and 
other organisations for an 
international inquiry into a 
recent wave of murders of dis- 
sident intellectuals here. 

‘The entry of any foreign 
mission for an inquiry into 
murders or any other judicial 
matter is prohibited,” conserv- 
ative judiciaiy chief Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi said. 

Tran is an independent 
country and does not accept 
any foreign interference ... The 
judiciary rejects an inquiry 
team or fact-finding mission of 
any sort" he told worshippers 


at Iran’s main weekly Muslim 
prayers at Tehran University. 

Yazdi insisted that the open- 
ness of the Iranian justice sys- 
tem meant that there was in 
any case no need for any 
inquiry. 

‘There is a genuine dialogue 
between the judiciary and the 
people and we have no prob- 
lem.” he said. 

But the wave of murders has 
led to a bitter war of words 
within the Islamic regime 
since the shock announcement 
by Iran's intelligence ministry 
early last month that “rogue” 
agents had been involved in 
the killings. 


Opponents of reformist 
President Mohammad 
Khatami insist that the mur- 
ders are part of a foreign plot 
to weaken institutions within 
the regime still dominated by 
the conservatives. 

But reformers close to 
Khatami say that the murders 
were the work of hardliners 
close to the conservatives and 
have demanded a thorough 
overhaul of Iran's intelligence 
services and the replacement 
of their conservative head. 
Intelligence Minister 

Hojatoleslam Ghorbanali 
Doni-Najafabadi. 


Turkey fears long-term U.S. aims in Iraq 


Cyprus says 
missiles on 
Crete will be 
operational 

NICOSIA (R) — Russian 
anti-aircraft missiles original- 
ly destined for Cyprus but 
diverted to the Greek island 
of Crete will be frilly opera- 
tional rather than * merely 
stored there, Cypriot officials 
said on Friday. 

The missiles were re-routed 
amid Greek and Cypriot fears 
that their installation on 
Cyprus would increase ten- 
sions with Turkey and wreck 
the island's bid to join the 
European Union. 

“The decision of Greece 
and Cyprus stands that these 
missiles will be installed in 
Crete and will be fully 
deployed," government 
spokesman Christos 

Stylianides said. 

ft was not immediately 
clear whether Greece or 
Cypres would control the S- 
300 missiles. 


By Ralph Boulton 

Reuters 

ANKARA — Turkey is 
increasingly anxious about 
U.S. air strikes against northern 
Iraq from its IncirUk base, fear- 
ing a creeping U.S. policy that 
could end in chaos in Baghdad 
or the nightmare of a Kurdish 
state on Turkish bonders. 

U.S. jets flying from the joint 
Turkish-U.S. base attacked 
seven Iraqi air defence sites in 
nonhem Iraq last weekend. 

Prime Minister Buleni 
Ecevit. a critic of the Western- 
imposed Iraqi no-fly zones 
while in opposition, has yet to 
explicitly challenge U.S. insis- 
tence recent strikes were purely 
defensive. But a note of scepti- 
cism about U.S. policy has 
been clearly audible here since 
the veteran leftist-aim-nation- 
alist took office last month. 

A false alarm warning of an 
Iraqi missile attack on Turkish 
soil recently only added to the 
tension. 

“Ankara is uneasy because 
you don't know when dealing 
with a great power like the 
United States how it will 
behave or if it will one day pre- 


sent you with a fait accompli." 
Seyfi Tashan. head of the inde- 
pendent Foreign Policy 
Institute, said. 

The fait accompli haunting 
Turkey above all would be divi- 
sion of Iraq and creation under 
Western sponsorship of a 
Kurdish state or protectorate 
above the 36th Parallel. 

“This is certainly the fear that 
is in the back of Mr. Ecevit's 
mind.” one government source 
said. 

The area has been beyond 
Baghdad's control since the 
1991 Gulf War and is patrolled 
by US. and British warplanes 
under Operation Northern 
Watch. 

Washington has forged 
agreement between rival Iraqi 
Kurdish groups the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party and the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 
who now control northern Iraq. 

U.S. assurances this is not the 
first step to a Kurdish state have 
done little to calm fears here, 
especially among nationalists 
who are quick to revive memo- 
ries of a Western plan in the 
1920s to create a Kurdish state 
at Turkish expense. 

The creation of such a state 


could pose acute problems for a 
country which has been fight- 
ing Kurdish separatist guerril- 
las for the last 1 4 years, ar a cost 
of 29.000 lives. 

Inevitably, claims would be 
raised for inclusion of mainly 
Kurdish-populated areas of 
southeastern Tlirkey where 
Abdullah Ocalan's Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) has 
focused its campaign. 

At the least it might encour- 
age PKK action. 

“This would have serious 
negative implications for the 
Turkish policy of a unitary 
state,” Tashan said. 

“This is a chapter that Turkey 
does not want to open.” 

Turkey, a strictly centralist 
stale, insists the “fashion” of 
ethnic autonomy that has pre- 
vailed in some areas of Europe 
since the collapse of Soviet 
control has no place here. 

The official view is that con- 
cessions to the PKK. viewed by 
Ankara as little mexo than 
butchers and drag traffickers, or 
to any other proponents of self- 
rule would prompt disintegra- 
tion of the Turkish state and dis- 
memberment by hostile neigh- 
bours. 


The list of those, as seen from 
Ankara, is long. 

Among them are Syria, 
which had harboured Ocalan 
until a campaign of Turkish 
military threats forced him to 
flee last autumn; Greece, seen 
by the armed forces as the chief 
threat and the focus of territori- 
al disputes; and Russia which 
remains a close rival in the tran- 
scaucasian and Central Asian 
regions. 

Critics say Turkey could ease 
its problems by accepting a 
decentralisation of power. It 
lacks, however, the strong gov- 
ernment necessary for any such 
initiative. 

Ankara, while not supporting 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein in any way, does not 
want to be seen abetting dis- 
memberment of any Arab state. 
It also fears the chaos that 
might follow a U.S.-engineered 
coup in Iraq. 

In an interview with the con- 
servative newspaper Turkiye on 
Monday, President Suleyman 
Demirel recalled that half a mil- 
lion refugees had flooded into 
Turkey as a result of the 1991 
Gulf War. 

‘Turkey does nor want a rep- 


etition of this," he said. 

Government sources say 
Turkey, though heavily backed 
by the United States in its 
diplomacy, most recently in 
unsuccessful efforts to win 
Ocalan's extradition from Italy, 
feels its losses from internation- 
al sanctions against Iraq 
imposed after its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait are given scant atten- 
tion. 

‘The embargo is really 
. affecting Turkey, not Iraq. 
Turkey's total losses are about 
$30 billion.” the source said. 

Retired ambassador Sukm 
Elekdag wrote in Milliyet 
newspaper that the longer 
Saddam remained in power, the 
greater the danger Iraq would 
be divided "Thus it is increas- 
ingly important for Turkey that 
Saddam be eliminated” 

"The United States is using 
planes deployed at Inciriik 
under Operation Northern 
Watch beyond their mandate." 
he wrote. 

‘Ecevit’s government, 
although uneasy about this situ- 
ation. does not stop the flights. 
It would be pointless to behave 
otherwise for Turkey, which so 
needs United States .support” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


NYC police slaying of man probed 

NEW YORK (R) — Officials on Friday were investigating 
why four police officers fired 41 shots at an unarmed immi- 
grant street peddler with no criminal record killing him as 
he entered his Bronx apartment building. “It looks like one 
guy may have panicked and the rest followed suit” a police 
official who spoke on condition of anonymity told The New 
York Times on Friday. Police identified the man as Ahmed 
Diallo. 22, and said he was unarmed and had no previous 
criminal record. Friends said Diallo emigrated from Guinea 
after fleeing civil strife in Mauritania in 1997. Working 12- 
hour days as a peddler on Manhattan’s I4th Street he sent 
much of his earnings home to his parents in West Africa, 
they said 

Khatami to meet Pope 

VATICAN CITY (R) — Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami is scheduled to meet Pope John Paul O during a 
visit to Italy next month. Vatican sources said on Friday. 
They said the meeting, the first by an Iranian president since 
the Islamic revolution and the fall of the Shah in 1979. was 
tentatively scheduled for March 11, the final day of 
Khatami's four-day visit. The Arabic newspaper A1 Hayat 
reported on Friday that Khatami would invite the 78-year- 
old Polish-bom Pope to Tehran during their meeting but 
sources could not confirm the report The Vatican and Iran 
have always enjoyed full diplomatic ties, the sources said. 
Khatami, a Shiite cleric who is widely seen as a moderate 
reformer, will deliver a speech during his trip to the 
European University Institute in IFIorence which is expect- 
ed to include a message to Europe. He is also expected to 
visit France. 


Canadian diplomat robbed in S.Africa 

CAPE TOWN (R) — Canada's top diplomat in South 
Africa was attacked by an unknown robber who nicked his 
way into the Pretoria-based envoy's hotel room in Cape 
Town, the Canadian High Commission said on Friday. The 
attacker, pretending to be a member of the luxury hotel’s 
maintenance staff, drew a stun gun on High Commissioner 
James Bartleman, 60, tied him up and robbed him of his 
valuables, the commission said in a statement. Bartleman, 
who was in Cape Town to attend the opening of parliament 
by President Nelson Mandela on Friday, sustained a frac- 
tured nose and injured foot, but was released from hospital 
on Friday and travelled back to his home in Pretoria. He 
said the assault had helped him to understand the crime- 
plagued daily reality of life in South Africa. 

Death row convict exonerated 

CHICAGO (R) — A man who spent 16 years on death row 
and who came within two days of execution was ordered 
released from prison on Friday after another man confessed 
to the double murder of which he was convicted Jud°e 
Thomas Fitzgerald of the Cook County Circuit Court 
ordered Anthony Porter, 42. released at the request of pros- 
ecutors while they investigate a videotaped confession 
Porter s backers said had exonerated him. Porter was in the 
courtroom and wept at the judge's decision. His Jawver said 
the confession and other evidence makes it “verv clear that 
Mr. Porter did not commit this crime.” Just two days aeo a 
private mvesbgator and a team of Northwestern Unive^itv 

P !^ UC ^ 3 A) story 

Simon. 4S, of Milwaukee, who said he committed the dou- 
ble murder in 1982 in a drug deal gone sour. 

Four Danish sailors die in accident 

HAMBURG CAP) — High waves and winds of up to 160 
kilometres an hour sank a Danish coastal ship j n die Nooh 
Sea on Friday killing a. least four sear^n. The ds 
recovered and two others from the ship Petit Folmer were 
still being sought near the wreck west of Sylt island. oS 
the five-man crew was rescued by helicoprer. 
were also searelung for a seama^ repored ove^^ff 
fishing ship off the northern coastline, a rescue office state 
mentsa.d. The water level in Hamburg harkur wasTy 
me^ak™ nonnal but was forecast 

U.S. Navy, merchant ships collide 

VIRGINIA BEACH ( AP) Alls m... i 

Saudi merchant ship collided earlv Friw? dest ^ yer 20(1 2 
Ocean, about 40 kilome^ Y Fnday 111 Atlantic 

une operations when it and g th^m [ l^ COnduc ^ s rou_ 
Saudi Riyadh collided. The Saudi shi P 

Arabia, was heading to Baltimore r R,yad / 1 ' ® rom Saudi 
damaged, but damage ats^nrs mm" ^ ShipS Were 
said Ll Cmdr. Bilf SnaniT .Ja remau l ed '"complete. 
Second Fleet The NorfSbasS^df^^ ^ Navy ’ s 
™ l977 - was headed to iliX?? commissioned 

divers will inspect the hull BaSe ' where 



